NAVY CROSS

TIAGO REIS
Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps
F Company, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines
Con Thien, Republic of Vietnam, 21 September 1967
Entered service at: New Bedford, Massachusetts
Born: 15 February 1947
Citation:
The President of the United States takes pride in presenting the Navy Cross (Posthumously) to Tiago
Reis (2209245), Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps, for extraordinary heroism while serving as a Fire Team
Leader with Company F, Second Battalion, Fourth Marines, THIRD Marine Division (Reinforced), Fleet
Marine Force, in the Republic of Vietnam on 21 September 1967. Corporal Reis was a member of a point
squad which was participating in a search and destroy operation near Con Thien. The squad encountered
a numerically superior unit of the North Vietnamese Army, which unleashed a murderous hail of
automatic small-arms fire. The volume and accuracy of the enemy fire resulted in immediate and heavy
casualties on the Marine squad and left Corporal Reis as the only member unwounded. With complete
disregard for his own safety, he braved the continuing enemy fire and began dragging his wounded
comrades from their exposed areas to sheltered positions. He quickly treated each man's wounds,
comforted him and then courageously moved back into the vicious fire in search of other fallen
comrades. On one trip he was struck by an enemy bullet, but paused only for a moment, and gallantly
continued his rescue efforts. With all of the enemy fire directed at him, Corporal Reis exhibited
uncommon courage as he worked feverishly to almost complete exhaustion, fearlessly exposed to the
enemy fire and defying the enemy attempts to prevent him from aiding the wounded. Corporal Reis
continued his courageous actions until he fell, mortally wounded, when struck a second time. By his
intrepid fighting spirit, daring initiative and selfless efforts in behalf of his comrades, Corporal Reis
upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave
his life for his country.

