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Presidents Letter 

Celebrate!  Ooh Rah!!  It is time to dust off the lint, cut the Irish pennants 
from the Blues and make ready for the 238th Marine Corps Birthday Ball 
and Veterans Day parades.  I sincerely hope that all Magnificent Bastards 
will take the time, raise their glasses and acknowledge the fighting men 
and women of our Marine Corps and Veterans of this great nation.  I 
would also like to commend the heroic membership of this Magnificent 
Association for your service and your continued support of one of the 
Marine Corps elite.  Welcome Home Marines and Corpsmen of 2/4! 

Over the course of the past few months, I have observed our fighting 2/4 
on the cover of “Leatherneck” and read about their devoted training with 
their counterpart “down under.”  Currently they are proceeding 
homeward from Okinawa and we anxiously await their safe return.  I think 
we can all stand a little taller and thrust out the chest just a little when we 
think about our very own 2/4 Marines. 

On a business note, I am once again seeking your help with respect in 
filling the vacancy of Association Chaplain.  We continue to lose 
membership due to passing of different causes and we are in need of that 
special person to fill this void.  Bob Mercer has kindly sent sympathy 
cards and I would acknowledge and thank him for his consideration.  
Very soon I hope to be able to send a new Association card when we 
suffer a loss.  I am also seeking the board’s, and your, suggestions that 
would somehow meet some of the needs that occur when one loses a 
family member.  As we all know every little bit helps at such a low time in 
one’s heart.  Send me an email with your thoughts on how we as 
members should address the loss of our most Magnificent.  

Behind the scenes, your board continues to address By Law writing 
issues and Operating Policies.  During the second quarter, 2014, we will 
list and inform the membership of these changes for your approval which 
we will vote on at the Oregon reunion.  Currently we are awaiting the final 
dates for our 2014 reunion, so keep the end of August and first of 
September open.  We will post the dates on the Association web site and 
next Seahorse as they become available.  Nancy and John Schassen, our 
hosts, are as anxious as we are about the forthcoming dates, and we 
have been in communication. 

 

 



 

Over the course of the past three years our treasurer has received only one donation for those 

requiring additional copies of the Seahorse that is posted on the web at www.2-4association.org.  

Currently all subscriptions are free and we would like to keep it free to all members.  However, for 

those that do not have email or request additional copies for their records, we ask for an annual 

donation of ten ($10).  Please forward your donation to Doc Swann:  2/4 Association, 455 Concord 

Parkway North 6511 Concord, North Carolina, 28207. 

Happy Birthday, Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, and a prosperous and Happy New Year to all 

of the Second Battalion, Fourth Marines family. 

Ooh Rah, and Semper Fidelis! 

Steve Wilson, President 

 

 

 

 

From the Battalion Commander 

 

Dear fellow Bastards, family, and friends, 

We have two more weeks on Okinawa before we head home to Camp Pendleton. On 18 September 

I received an email from Lt. Col. Bill Vivian telling me Happy Birthday because 2/4 was reactivated 

on 18 September 1932 in Shanghai, China. Ironically, your BLT 2/4 was pulling into port in Hong 

Kong, China the same day. We continue to travel the world show casing the world finest. Within 

the next two weeks I will be re-enlisting Sgt.Maj. Bow and 1stSgt Bueno.  2/4 was one of the 

battalions that seized Okinawa so I am in search of some key terrain to make the moment special. 

We will post it on our Facebook site along with our many other stories and pictures.  

It has been a fantastic deployment. Training on Okinawa and conducting amphibious and 

expeditionary operations in Australia. Hopefully we continue to make you proud. We are thankful 

for your efforts to add our fallen heroes to the 2/4 Memorial in Quantico and keeping us in your 

hearts and minds. 

 

Semper Fidelis, 

LtCol Rob Weiler 

Bastard-6 

 



Membership Chairman  

*To the Membership* 
I have had the opportunity to talk with many of you, I truly have appreciated your help in updating the roster, 
with new phone numbers, e-mail changes and mailing address changes. I strongly ask you all to continue to 
help. Please look at the missing section where in most cases we just have the name and nothing else to go 
on and in some cases they are Life Members. We are attempting to find everyone and their status. I also 
appreciate you that let me know when one of Members has passed away and then we move them to the 
Memoriam section on the web site or if you see them on the Roster and they have passed so they can be 
recognized. 
  
Please also look at the roster and you will see your name and information, I encourage you all to contact me 
if I haven't talked to you to confirm the information I have for you is correct. 
We want the roster to be the best it can be. If you have any new updates please let me know at 
johna24@aol.com_ or phone 334-673-4959. We are coming along with the membership, however we can 
improve if  more of you work to help Recruit, Renew and Retain your friends in 2/4 and look to see if they are 
on the roster, if not please contact them to see if we can get them signed up or renewed. I encourage 
everyone to visit your web site at www.2/4association.org.  Membership is everyone's responsibility. We are 
getting some of younger Marines to join but there are many out there that have served in Desert Storm, Iraq 
and Afghanistan who are truly eligible and so deserving to be a Member as they have spent their time in 
heavy combat and we certainly welcome them! 
  
The annual dues at this time are $20 a year or if interested in a Life Membership they are as follows: Ages 54 
and under $175 Ages 55-64 are $125 Age 65 and over $75 Active Duty Annual for E 1 thru E 5 are $5 E 6 and 
above/ Officers are $10 for annual Life Membership are as the same above less 10% discount for Active Duty 
Members. 
I encourage those who haven't renewed their dues to so now as we want to keep you on the roster. I have 
discovered in talking with you that some of you, your Purple Heart or above aren't listed, this we can have 
corrected as well and update our "Wall of Honor" on the web site. 
Please contact me and I will refer to our Web Sgt. Brooks Wilson to update. 
  
Semper Fidelis and Anchors Aweigh 
  
John Hembrough 
 
 

                                   Parris Island Historical & Museum Society 

Brother Marine, 

I just want to share the newsletter I produce for the Parris Island Historical & Museum Society.  I am a 

member of the Board of Directors, and its secretary.   

There is an open invitation for all the Magnificent Bastards who went through Boot Camp at Parris Island to 

join the Historical & Museum Society.   The Society does good things for the Depot, so we welcome support 

from our Brother Marines.  They can go to our web site at http://parrisislandmuseum.com/index.php/parris-

island-historical-and-museum-society. 

Semper Fi, 

George E. Hijar 

MGySgt, USMC (Ret) 

Life Member 2/4 Oct. 1967 - Nov. 1968 

 



SPRING 2014 CEREMONY PLANNED TO CELEBRATE INSTALLATION OF THE 

FIRST 376 BRICKS HONORING ALL MAGNIFICENT BASTARDS WHO LAID DOWN 

THEIR LIVES FOR OUR COUNTRY 

The first 376 bricks will be installed in Semper Fidelis Memorial Park in December 2013.  A ceremony to 

celebrate this event will be held in the spring next year—date to be determined.  A $78,960 check to pay for 

these bricks was given to the President of the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation by Manuel Travassos and 

Dave Jones on July 29, at a ceremony held at the 2d Bn. 4th Marines Monument. The bricks will be placed in 

reverse chronological sequence. The first brick will honor Sgt. William Stacy, who was killed in January 2012, 

in Afghanistan. The 376th brick will honor HM3 John P. Hyland, a Navy Corpsman who was killed in February 

1968, in Vietnam. These bricks will include all 2/4 Marines and Sailors killed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and most of 

those killed in 1968—69 in Vietnam.  

Research continues to discover the names of those killed in World War ll and earlier. Dale Robinson has 

diligently uncovered the names of those who were killed fighting in Bataan, Corregidor and those who died 

or killed while prisoners of war. We estimate a final total of 1000 or more bricks which will require raising 

about $135,000 to complete this project.   When completed, the 2/4 Association will be the first battalion to 

honor all its fallen members by name in Semper Fidelis Memorial Park on the grounds of the National 

Museum of the Marine Corps. 

Note: All proceeds from the sale of the book, “One Magnificent Bastard—BGen William Weise”, will be 

donated to purchase bricks.  You may also contribute by sending a check for any amount, made payable to 

“The 2/4 Memorial Brick Fund” and mailed to  

2dBattalion 4th Marines Association, Inc.  455 Concord Parkway N. #6511 Concord, NC 28027  

Objectives: 

• Encourage a closer bond between present day Marines/Sailors and their predecessors. 

• Assist the National Museum of the Marine Corps to fulfill its mission of “telling American History 

through the eyes of the Marine Corps” by providing significant financial support. 

• Visually demonstrate the pride Marines have in their heritage. 

• Let families and friends of those who gave their last full measure see and feel the esteem we have 

for their loved ones. 

• Encourage other organizations to undertake similar projects. 

• Memorial bricks honoring fallen members of Camp Pendleton’s 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines are being 

laid along the pathways at the Semper Fidelis Memorial Park in Virginia. Courtesy of Marine Corps 

Heritage Foundation  

ATTENTION CAMP PENDLETON — A Marine General is spearheading an effort to honor every fallen member 

of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines based at Camp Pendleton in a memorial at the Semper Fidelis Memorial 

Park in Virginia. 

                                

                          Fallen Pendleton Marines to be honored 

Retired Marine Brig. Gen. William Weise presented $78,960 to the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation on 

behalf of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association to sponsor the first 376 bricks to be laid at the park, 

which sits next to the National Museum of the Marine Corps. 

A total of 1,000 bricks are expected to be placed in a section of the park to pay tribute to each battalion 

member who was killed in combat or died as a result of wounds since 1914 when the Battalion formed. The 

infantry battalion is part of the 5th Marine Regiment and 1st Marine Division. 



The association plans to lay the bricks together in reverse chronological order, beginning with Marines killed 

in Afghanistan. The first brick will honor Sgt. William Stacy, who was killed in January 2012 in Afghanistan. 

The 376th brick will honor Hospital Corpsman Third Class John P. Hyland, killed in February 1968, in Vietnam 

who represents the earliest fallen Marine from the first phase of installation. The reverse sequence is 

intended to give the association more time to research hard to find personnel records from the early 1900s. 

The bricks will be laid, side by side, along the pathways of the park near the park’s Pearl Harbor memorial. 

If you have information about a fallen member from the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines who served before the 

Vietnam War, contact Weise at wweise2@gmail.com, or 7444 Spring Village Drive, Apt. 306, Spring Village, 

Va. 22150–4473. 

                                              Barry Allen Houser 

                                                                02/22/46 - 7/11/2012    

Barry served with 2/4 from 04/24/66 through 04/26/68. He passed away due to an unexpected massive 

coronary event in the early hours. 

Barry was injured on 08/16/67 and was awarded the Purple Heart. He had been living in Altoona, PA  

 
                                            
 
                                                 Skip Bergmann Jr. 
 
Information on the passing of Harry "SKIP" Bergmann Jr. occurred on the morning of September 29, 2013. 
Services were performed at the Cypress Presbyterian Church, Fort Myers, Florida  
Skip was a member of Captain Bill Muter's Reconnaissance Team attached to 2/4’s Battalion and was 
involved in the Battle of Dai Do. An anecdote of Skip is mentioned in the book THE MAGNIFICENT 
BASTARDS by Keith Nolan. This story can be found by looking for Bergmann's name in the index of same 
book. 
Skip is survived by his wife, Terri; a daughter, AJ and a son, Jordan. 

 

Fritz Warren’s bride of 56 years 
 

 
 



Ben Cascio 
Capt. USMC Retired 

 
 

               
 
 
Nov 7-8 - Don’t miss your chance to see this Sikorsky UH-34D up close and personal in the 
Museum’s parking lot before it takes its final flight to undergo preparation for future display in the 
Museum’s Leatherneck Gallery. The helicopter, which carries the markings of HMM-361 and is a 
veteran of Operation Starlite (18-24 August 1965), will land at the Museum at approximately 1330 
p.m. on Nov. 8 and remain on display until approximately 4:00 p.m. on Nov. 9 at which time it will 
take off for the Museum’s Restoration facility on Marine Corps Base Quantico. Marine Helicopter 
Squadron 361 Veteran’s Association will be presenting the UH-34D to the Museum during a brief 
ceremony at 11:30 a.m. on the 8th 
 
Ben Cascio says that “Not only because of the General's assistance throughout this project, but 
more importantly, since I was flying in support of 2/4 when I made my last flight in country, I 
thought it would be significant to have him join me on my last flight in the H34 before both the 
helicopter & I retire from flying, with almost 100 years of Marine Aviation between us.   

  
Besides the retirement of this beloved 50 year old a/c to the Marine Corps Museum, the highlight 
of this event will be my final flight w/Gen Weise, culminating my almost 50 years of flying for the 
Marine Corps, & symbolizing that last flight in support of 2/4, 46 years ago, as probably being the 
most significant event affecting my life.” 

  

                                              
 
                                                 2/4 Links of interest  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPo4n70LlJo 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ToWcdBG84Hg 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/245380291314/ 



Excerpts from book endorsements provided by distinguished Marines 
 
  

“If in America, our experiment in freedom and democracy is to survive, every 
generation will need combat leaders of Bill Weise’s stature.”… General Jim 

Mattis, USMC (Retired) -11th Commander of U. S. Central Command in 
Afghanistan and NATO Supreme Commander Transformation 

 
  

“…his devotion to Corps and Country, and to those with whom he served 
epitomizes the deepest meaning of “Marine”. America is blessed by the likes of a 

few good men like Bill Weise” …General Carl Mundy, USMC (Retired) – 30th 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 

 
  

“For those who are introduced to “Wild Bill” in these pages, you will come away 
with an appreciation for how the Corps develops great leaders –and how great 

leaders enrich our Corps!”…General Peter Pace, USMC (Retired) -16th Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

  
 

“...You will marvel at his superb leadership skills, his brilliant tactical maneuvers 
under the stress of heavy combat, his exceptional courage and heroism under 

fire, the intense high standards he maintained in all of his commands….”  General 
Al Gray, USMC (Retired) -29th Commandant of the Marine Corps 

 
  

“… Bill was known as a warrior, a Navy Cross winner who thrived on challenge. 
He was known to lead by example. His view of the Corps was forged and 

tempered in close combat….”… General Joseph J. Went, USMC (Retired) –
Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps 

  
 

“… Dai Do stands out as one of the fiercest and most complex engagements of 
the Vietnam War. The leadership of General William Weise will be remembered as 

one of the center pieces of that historic battle….” James Webb, Marine and 
former US Senator, Virginia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


