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Presidents Message 

Dear Magnificent Bastards,  

It is my honor and privilege to serve as the 2/4 Association President and lead this 
magnificent organization forward.  I was extremely moved by all of the support 
given to me during the 2017 Annual Reunion and felt such pleasure to finally put 
faces with so many of the names and voices that have encouraged me over my 
years with 2d Battalion, 4th Marines.  

This year organizational goals will be set and our board will develop the conditions 
for the Association to thrive.  To do this, my intent to focus our team on 
accomplishing the following:  

· Recruitment - Appoint a Membership Coordination team to canvas new members 
from all eras of 2/4 Marines and sailors through direct contact that allows ease of 
access to join as members    

· Relevancy - Maintain and cultivate relationships between the 2/4 Association and 
our Active Duty component - including them in all events and opportunities to 
provide input on what they need from their Association  

· Recognition - Maintain a program designed to recognize the efforts and 
contributions of our membership and proud supports who provide services and 
sponsorship 

It is vital that the plank owners of the 2/4 Association sustain their connection and 
relevancy within this great organization and send a message to all generations of 
Marines and sailors that resonates with them to show the importance of joining.  
Sharing our combined experiences of service to our Nation will connect all 
Magnificent Bastards and demonstrate why it is important to take ownership of our 
Association. 

My mission is to lead.  To grow, improve, and move forward to make the 2/4 
Association an inclusive organization that continually leverages the skills and 
resources of all of our amazing supporters.  I’m fortunate to welcome our new Vice 
President, Daniel Priest, and Director, Richard Rasmussen to the team - fellow 
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Bastards and trusted friends who have fought alongside me and encouraged me throughout the years.  

Finally, my special thanks to BGen Weise, MGen Livingston, Brooks Wilson, Steve Wilson, Dave Jones, Manny Travassos, 
Frank and Becky Valdez and the entire board for providing a smooth turnover.  

Semper Fi,  

Scott 

2/4 Association Board Members 

 

Scott Huesing | President                              

Scott is a retired United States Marine Corps Infantry Major with 24 years of honorable 
service, both enlisted and as a commissioned officer. During his career spanning 10 overseas 
deployments he conducted operations in over 60 countries worldwide. Scott served as the 
Company Commander, Echo Company, 2d Battalion, 4th Marines in 2006 during the Second 
Battle of Ramadi and later as the BLT Operations Officer and Battalion Executive Officer. 
Throughout his numerous deployments to Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Horn of Africa he 
planned, led, and conducted hundreds of combat missions under some of the most austere 

and challenging conditions. Now he writes, speaks and volunteers to serve our Veteran warriors through outreach and 
mentorship programs to keep our Veteran families strong and connected. He currently lives in southern California with 
his wife, Dr. Kimberly Huesing, and daughter, Bailey. 

 

Daniel Priest | Vice President                          

Daniel commissioned from Texas A&M University and served as an Infantry Officer in the United 
States Marine Corps. He served on three deployments as a platoon commander and staff officer 
with 2d Battalion, 4th Marines and is an Operation Iraqi Freedom Veteran. Daniel provides 
strong team identity, fosters initiative and prides himself on connecting to Marines he leads - 
challenging them to confidently grow into the best version of themselves. Daniel works in the 
medical industry and is active with volunteer, church, and sports events. He currently lives in San 

Antonio, Texas. 

 

Richard “Bam Bam” Rasmussen | Director   

Major Richard Rasmussen is a United States Naval Academy graduate and Naval Aviator. He 
piloted the CH-53E Super Stallion, UC-12W, and T-34C during his distinguished career spanning 
8 overseas deployments. He served as the Echo Company, 2d Battalion, 4th Marines, and 
Forward Air Controller (FAC) in 2006 during the Second Battle of Ramadi as part of the Surge 
Strategy during Operation Iraqi Freedom. His vast experience and knowledge has propelled him 
into numerous positions of responsibility throughout his career. He currently lives in Southern 
California. 
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Dear Bastards, family and friends,       

I have been blessed with having some great Marines in my life especially Cpl 
Dan Waggoner “WAGGS” from Quincy, Illinois for his steadfast pursuit to get 
me decorated.  I also want to thank Sgt Thomas Couillard for helping Waggs to 
find me in 1995.  Colonel Joe Dwyer and Colonel Jack Deichman for everything 
they did to bring this award to me.  Thanks to Major General Livingston and 
Brigadier General Wiese for the Presentation and Pinning of the Bronze Star. 

Thanks to the 2nd Bn 4th Marines Association, Patriots Point and the staff on 
the USS Yorktown for allowing me time after the symposium to be presented the Bronze Star with “V” Device.  I also 
thank Colonel Robert Mastrion for his work with the Naval Awards Board and Miss Betty Hill. 

Thanks to my family and friends that traveled to be with Sherry and I especially Colonel Lon Lawson, Jason and Logan 
Dwyer and Bill Juneau also all my friends with the Association.   For anyone that wants to see pictures of the Symposium 
and the Presentation on August 3, 2017 please go to the GUN FIGHTERS & LIFE SAVERS OF "THE MAGNIFICENT 
BASTARDS” http://magnificent2ndbn4th4thmarines.ning.com/ 

Semper Fidelis, Michael G. Castle 

 

  Dianne Layfield Gold Star Mom (GSM) 

To My 2/4 Family, and Friends, 

I was Honored, to be asked to be the 2/4 Gold Star Mother liaison for the Seahorse Newsletter. What a privilege, I am so elated. I 
hope I will represent our Gold Star Families well. 

I would like to introduce myself, as not everyone knows me. I'm the Proud, and Blessed Mother of 4 Amazing Children, a Beautiful 
Daughter, and 3 Sons, 5 Grandchildren, and 2 Great Grandchildren 

This all started a little over 13 yrs. ago, when my Son Travis Layfield was determined to become a Marine. In his Jr. Yr. of High 
school, he would go to the Marine's recruiting office in Fremont, CA to do PT. Travis loved it, and came home and told us “Mom, 
I'm joining the Marines. I want to be the Best of the Best.” 

Nothing Travis' Father, or I could do, or say to detour him.  So, 10 days after Hi School Graduation, Travis was off to MCRD Boot 
camp. 

Although I was extremely proud of him, and how he was already growing into an incredible young man, soon to be a Marine, as a 
Mother I was scared to death, as things were already heating up horribly in Iraq. 

Travis completed Bootcamp, not as easily as he'd hoped. Travis never gave up, as he was so determined.  Travis became a 
Magnificent Bastard, Echo Co.  Travis, was bursting with Pride, as were all of his Family. 
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In Feb. 2004 2/4 deployed to Kuwait, then into Iraq. Travis asked me not to come down when he left as it would be too hard on us 
both. I live to this day to regret that decision. 

I only got to speak to Travis 3 times while deployed, as back then they had to stand in long lines to use a phone, so he told me. 

Unfortunately, on April 6th 2004, Travis was KIA in an ambush, in Ramadi, Iraq with 9 other Marine Brothers, and a Navy 
Corpsman.  A day that is forever embedded in the 2/4 Marine Brothers, and Family’s hearts and minds.  

Those of us families of the Fallen, became Gold Star Mothers, Fathers, and Families, issued by the DOD. 

It's a club that no one ever wants to belong to. Unfortunately, we are still educating most of the world what a Gold Star Family is. 

2 1/2 yrs. after Travis had past, we found out he had a son, Travis never knew about. We did DNA testing, and were Blessed Dylan 
is my Grandson.  CNN, came out to my daughter’s home and did a big story on “Finding Dylan ". Dylan just turned 15 in July. We a 
Blessed, for Dylan, and that Travis' Legacy lives on in his Son. 

WE have been blessed with this amazing 2/4 Family. You all have been so loving, warm, and kind to each and every one of the 
Fallen Families.  

Thank you for all the incredible support.  I pray you all know we love and support you all as well. We're here for each and every 
one of you, at any time day or night. 

Semper Fi   
GSM Dianne Layfield 
Proud Mother of LCpl Travis Layfield 
KIA April 6th, 2004 
Our Fallen Warrior 
 

http://www.TravisLayfield.com (Our Fallen Warrior)  
http://www.legacy.com (Travis' Guest Book) 
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You are invited to attend the 1st Annual Corporal Simon R. Litke Magnificent Bastards Charity Golf Tournament on 12 
September 2017 at Camp Pendleton.  Please join me, my fellow warriors, authors, celebrities, Gold Star Families, and 
many others for a great day of golf, fun, music, and food followed by a silent auction to raise funds for Save the Brave to 
help Veterans with PTS - All proceeds go to charity.  Simply click on the Eventbrite link below and sign up and I'll look 
forward to seeing you on the course or if you want to volunteer or just attend the auction that's great too.  Spaces are 
limited to 120 players so sign up soon.   

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-annual-simon-r-litke-magnificent-bastards-charity-golf-tournament-tickets-
36037462019?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=esfb&utm-

source=fb&utm-term=listing 
 

 

Socks For Heroes 

On Wednesday, July 26th we shipped 50 cases or 12,000 pairs of socks forward to 8 Marine, Army and Navy Units serving 
in Afghanistan and the Middle East.  With this shipment, we went through the 500,000 pair mark, or 42 tons of socks.  

 

While many of you might say “Great Job”, it’s a shared achievement.  We couldn’t have done it without your help.  It has 
only been through your continued generosity that this goal could be achieved. 

Please continue to support this great organization. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-annual-simon-r-litke-magnificent-bastards-charity-golf-tournament-tickets-36037462019?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=esfb&utm-source=fb&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-annual-simon-r-litke-magnificent-bastards-charity-golf-tournament-tickets-36037462019?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=esfb&utm-source=fb&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-annual-simon-r-litke-magnificent-bastards-charity-golf-tournament-tickets-36037462019?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=esfb&utm-source=fb&utm-term=listing
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http://scmcsg.org/socks-for-heroes/?mc_cid=6215089746&mc_eid=4065b72fa9 

Cpl. BumRok Lee 

Good afternoon- I wanted to send a quick note of thanks. I went to purchase a memorial brick for my cousin (Cpl 
BumRok Lee, E Co, 2/4, KIA 2 June 2004 in Iraq) with the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation (MCM, Quantico), and it 
turns out that you fine folks have already purchased one and had his name and information engraved on it. Next time 
I am visiting the museum I will find it. I've been wanting to memorialize him in the Semper Fi Park for quite some 
years now, but haven't been able to for one reason or another. It's been on my mind a lot, so imagine my pleasant 
surprise when I discovered you've beat me to it. Thank you for doing that, and I appreciate that you are continuing his 
legacy (and other fallen devils). Semper Fi. v/r, Charlotte Lee (Cpl, USMC Veteran) 

 

Sgt. Richard Houselog 2/4 Echo 62-64’ 

November 28, 1943 - June 30, 2017 

Association Life Member 

http://www.hartquistfuneral.com/obituaries/Richard-
Houselog/#!/PhotosVideos 

 

 

 

Patrick Gallagher 

 

Patrick served with 2/4 marines in Vietnam and was awarded the Navy Cross. 

A petition to have ship named after Patrick has raised over 10,000 signatures 

The petition together with photos can be found at www.patrickgallagherusmc.info 

http://scmcsg.org/socks-for-heroes/?mc_cid=6215089746&mc_eid=4065b72fa9
http://www.hartquistfuneral.com/obituaries/Richard-Houselog/%23!/PhotosVideos
http://www.hartquistfuneral.com/obituaries/Richard-Houselog/%23!/PhotosVideos
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A 40 minute radio documentary on Patrick and his time with 2/4 marines can be found with a simple google search 
"Mayo boy Vietnam hero" 

The documentary was aired December 2016. 

March 30th Memorial Day in Ireland  

Patrick's hometown in Ireland held a Memorial Day for Patrick on March 30th. 

Members of the USMC attended (part of the US embassy guard in Dublin) and the Irish army provided an honor 
guard, the deputy chief of the Irish army attended as did the Irish defense minister. 

 

 

2017 Reunion Charleston, South Carolina 

Phyllis Wilson 

The 2/4 2017 annual reunion in Charleston, South Carolina, was a busy and exciting time.  After check-in & registration 

on Wednesday, August 2, we headed on Thursday morning to Patriot's Point to tour a Navy/Vietnam Support Base, and 

Medal of Honor museum.  There were feelings of déjà vu expressed, as well as "wish we had had this in the rice 

paddies!" 

 

After lunch on board the USS Yorktown a symposium was held in front of close to 400 people to discuss the involvement 

of the 2/4 Marines in Vietnam and Ramadi, Iraq.  Participating in this discussion were Maj. Gen. Jim Livingston, Gen. Bill 

Weise, Steve Wilson, and Maj. Scott Huesing, the Association's new president.  The moderator was Patriot's Point 

Education Director, Keith Grybowski.    

When the symposium was finished, everyone was delighted to be able to watch as Mike Castle received his long-awaited 

Bronze Star.      
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Additional photos and a video of the event are available for viewing at www.facebook.com/PatriotsPoint.org. Once you 

are on the site, scroll down the various entries to August 3. That evening, many of us went on a wonderful dinner cruise 

in the Charleston Harbor. 

Friday was a trip to Parris Island for a Memorial Service in the chapel, as well as a visit to the DI school where we learned 

so much about the rules and regs of being accepted into the school, as well as what they must accomplish.  Once we got 

to the school, we had a  Drill Instructor come aboard our bus to let us know, in his inimitable way, what was expected 

from us!  We left Parris Island to go to the Marine Corps Air Base in Beaufort. There we were privileged to view the new 

F-35 aircraft and learn a little about them from the pilots and technicians.  What an impressive group of Marines they 

are, and what an impressive plane! Saturday morning was filled with meetings, but we all were looking forward to the 

banquet that evening, and it did not disappoint. The guest speaker was Cmdr. George Patton Waters, grandson of Gen. 

George Patton.  He enthralled us with many personal stories about his grandfather which were incredibly interesting, 

and brought some of the toy soldiers Gen. Patton played with as a boy, as well as his last boots (with a St. Christopher's 

medal embedded in the heel.)  Manuel Travassos accepted in absentia for John Hembrough the "Wild Bill Weise 

Magnificent Bastard Award" (presented by the board to a person who has given great service to the association.)  

John could not be at the reunion due to a death in his family.  The Association's new president, Scott Huesing, delivered 

an address to the 120+ attendees.  His enthusiasm is contagious.  We all said our goodbyes, and left with a feeling of 

great anticipation for the year going forward and fellowship with each other next year.  

 

 

Bernie Baker KIA Aug 6, 1968 G Co 2/4  

If anyone served with Bernard Baker please contact Bill O'Shea billoshea6@gmail.com Bill O'Shea 4550 Cape Island Dr., 

Awendaw, SC 29429  (843) 906-4892 

http://www.facebook.com/PatriotsPoint.org
mailto:billoshea6@gmail.com
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Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the 2d 

Battalion 4th Marines Victory at Dai Do 

We invite all fellow Magnificent Bastards to share 

this remembrance with us 

 

30 April - 2 May 2018 

 

Hotel: Holiday Inn Quantico Center  

3901 Fettler Park Dr.  Dumfries, VA. 22025 

Guests must call the hotel direct at (703) 441-9001 to make reservations (use code MB2) 

Payment method: Each guest is responsible for all room charges 

Room rate $119.00, plus tax.  Buffet breakfast, for up to two persons per room included 

Rooms can be booked 3 days prior and 3 days post at this rate 
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You are encouraged to arrive on the 30th of April and spend quality time at the Museum and visiting with 

each other  

Please bring your children, grandchildren and friends 

 

*Schedule of Events* 

Monday (30 April) 1700 onward, pizza, draft beer & sodas in the hospitality suite 

Tuesday (1 May)    Hospitality Suite Open 

Lunch on your own 

Dinner: 1730-2130 

The Clubs at Quantico 

3017 Russell Road 

Quantico, VA 22134 

Remarks by General Alfred M Gray, 29th Commandant of the Marine Corps  

Coordinator Dave Jones email: jonesoystercove@gmail.com 

 

Wednesday (2 May)  

0800 (In the case of inclement weather, we will meet at the Medal of Honor Theater) 

Memorial Service at Museum Chapel 

18900 Jefferson Davis Hwy. 

Triangle, VA 22172 

Coordinator Frank Valdez email: valcone@hotmail.com and Fritz Warren George.warren@nmcrs.org 

0930 (Approx.) following the Chapel service, walk down the hill to the 2/4 KIA brick area (use Brick Path) 

BGen. Weise will make comments here about the KIA 2/4 Brick program 

1600 Movie “We, The Marines” Medal of Honor Theater - (40 Min.) Group discount Cost $4.00 per person 

1700- BGen William Weise will provide background on the Battle of Dai Do at the MOH Theater 

file:///C:/Users/Becky/Documents/Dai%20Do%20Reunion/jonesoystercove@gmail.com
mailto:valcone@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Shane/Desktop/George.warren@nmcrs.org
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Masters of Ceremony and Coordinator Vic Taylor   email:  victaylorwest@aol.com: Gregg Sims  gs@greggsims.com & 

Jud Hilton email: jdoghilton@midco.net 

50th Anniversary Dinner at National Museum of the Marine Corps Leatherneck Gallery 

1800-Cocktails (last call 2015, bar closes at 2030) Dinner Music 

1845-Dinner Begins   *OPEN SEATING*  

 

 

2/4 50th Anniversary of The Battle of Dai Do 

Quantico, VA. 

30 April - 2 May 2018 

*REGISTRATION FORM* 

Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Frank or Becky Valdez no later than 1 April 2018 

Frank and Becky Valdez 8221 E. Birch Tree Lane, Anaheim Hills, Ca. 92808-2322.  Email: fxala@hotmail.com or 

valcone@hotmail.com   (714) 306-2329 or (714)307-4031 

ALL Guests First and Last Name’s_________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

For Name Tag info.    Magnificent Bastard_____ Dai Do Veteran_____ Guest_____ Other___ (explain)   

Will you need special parking or support? If so, explain_______________________________________             

Guests address: ______________________________________________ 

City: ____________________ State: ____________ Zip: ______________ 

Telephone: _______________________             Email: _______________________________________ 

Registration fee: $50.00         Number attending_______ x                  $50.00 =_________ 

  Children 18 & under free 

The Clubs at Quantico dinner: $40.00 per person 

Buffett                                                                                                      ____ X $40.00 = _______ 

Museum Dinner: $55.00 per person                                               ____ X $55.00 = _______ 

file:///C:/Users/Shane/Desktop/victaylorwest@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Shane/Desktop/gs@greggsims.com
mailto:jdoghilton@midco.net
mailto:fxala@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Becky/Documents/Dai%20Do%20Reunion/valcone@hotmail.com
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Note: The Museum Dinner choice is Chicken 

If you have special dietary requirements please note them here ___________________ 

MOH Theater Movie “We, The Marines” (group rate)               _____X $4.00 =       _____ 

Memory Book by Colin Heaton                                                       ____ X $20.00 =      _____                                                                   

50th Anniversary Shirt:       Size: Small__ Med__ Lg__ XL__       ____ X $25.00 =      _____ 

                                                                         XXL___ XXXL____      ____ X $25.00 =       _____ 

Dai Do Coin                                                                                           ____X $4.00 plus shipping_____ 

Anniversary Shirt: All polo shirts are Port Authority brand in Faded Olive Green. Notice: Shirts must be pre-ordered 

when you register and no later than 1 Feb, 2018.    *NO SHIRTS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR SALE AT THE REUNION* 

Grand Total Cost:                                                                                           $ _______________ 

 

Commemorative Dai Do Coin 

 

 

May be purchased during celebration or shipped 

Cost $4.00 plus shipping 
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Please send a message to Becky Valdez A.S.A.P. confirming how many coins you 

would like to purchase 

Contact Becky Valdez @ fxala@hotmail.com or (714) 306-2329 

*Special Notes* 

BOOK YOUR HOTEL ROOM A.S.A.P.  

NOTE UNIFORM FOR EVENTS: 

1.  Clubs at Quantico Dinner, suggest 2/4 shirt with Dai Do logo  

2. Chapel Service, Sports jacket suggested  

3. Celebration Dinner, same as for Chapel Service  

HOSPITALITY ROOM: 

Located next to the bar, will be open on 30 April 1700 until closing with Pizza, draft beer and snacks  

All other drinks may be purchased at the bar 

If you have ANY photos from Vietnam and Dai-Do please send them (minimum 600 DPI) to Colin Heaton at 

cdheatonii@aol.com   

Only those people who have walking difficulties park at the Chapel. Everyone else park at the museum parking lot 

There will be a limited supply of wheelchairs available for those who are in need of one. The wheelchairs can be 

picked up and checked out inside of the museum by leaving an ID Card. Pick up your ID card when you return the 

wheelchair.   

For those people who had to drive to the chapel, return via car to museum to listen to Gen. Weise comments about 

the 2/4s KIA brick program. The 2/4 brick area is to the left of the museum. If you need wheelchair assistance there 

will be wheelchairs available inside of the museum.  

There will be no transportation provided during any of these events. The museum is located 4.3 miles from the hotel 

and the Clubs at Quantico are located 7.3 miles from the hotel. 

If you have a book for sale, there will be an area available at the hotel. (either lobby, hospitality or breakfast area) 

Dumfries Health Center 3700 Fettler Park Dr. (across from Holiday Inn) (703) 441-7500 open 7 AM- 8 PM 

Please write down any memories or reflections of your experience of the battle and send those as well to Becky 

Valdez no later than Jan. 15, 2018. 

mailto:fxala@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Becky/Documents/Dai%20Do%20Reunion/cdheatonii@aol.com
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If you would prefer to talk on the telephone and have your comments recorded, that is an option as well.  (714) 306-

2329 

Please note: ALL families of Battle of Dai Do veterans are encouraged to attend. (Anyone with contact information, 

such as email, USPS mail or phone number is encouraged to provide us with same.) 

We are required to have the meal numbers to The Quantico Club and Museum NO LATER THAN 15 April 2018 

Be prepared to show Driver’s license when entering Main Gate at Quantico Base.  

WARNING!! Adhere to speed limits while on base 

 

 

MCB Quantico Mainside Map 

FOLLOW RED ARROW ON THE MAP TO THE CLUBS AT QUANTICO 

 


