
NAVY CROSS

EDWARD E. SALZMAN
Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps

2nd Battalion, 4th Marines (Reinforced), First Provisional Marine Brigade
Guam, Marianas, 21 July 1944
Born: Santa Barbara, California

Entered service at: Lompoc, California

Citation:

The President of the United States takes pride in presenting the Navy Cross (Posthumously) to Edward E.
Salzman (410198), Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps, for extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty while
serving with the Second Battalion, Fourth Marines (Reinforced), First Provisional Marine Brigade, in
action against enemy Japanese forces on Guam, Marianas Islands, 21 July 1944. Observing an adjoining
unit in an extremely untenable position, Sergeant Salzman unhesitatingly and with complete disregard for
his own personal safety exposed himself to intense, persistent hostile fire in an effort to locate the
Japanese emplacements and direct the fire of his own platoon against them for the purposes of assisting
the other unit. Although mortally wounded while carrying out this hazardous mission, he courageously
dragged himself back to his squad and, skillfully placing the men in advantageous positions, continued to
direct the fire accurately and effectively until he succumbed to his wounds. Sergeant Salzman's brilliant
initiative, indomitable fighting spirit and self-sacrificing devotion to duty in the face of grave peril were
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his
country.


