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Dear Magnificent Bastards,
Happy New Year to everyone, 2019 is going to be an excellent year for our Association.
I am so pleased that we ended 2018 with so many significant events. Our reunion hosted by Frank
and Becky Valdez was one that will be remembered for a long time. My sincerest thanks to
everyone who supported the planning and commencement of every event – from the reception at
Casa Romantica to the parade of our active duty battalion, proudly marching through the streets
of downtown San Clemente, to a fantastic celebration of our Corps’ 243rd Birthday Ball
Celebration. The list of individual “thanks” is long, but much like the history of our Association
and the Marine Corps, we did it through a lot of dedicated teamwork.
My heartfelt appreciation goes to LtCol Warren Cook and his team for keeping our connection
tight during his remarkable time in command. Congratulations and Welcome Aboard to LtCol Pat
Byrne on his assumption of command. Pat and I served together on active duty, and the Marines
of 2/4 and our Association are lucky to have him at the helm.
This year I am pleased to announce that David Capizzi has been elected as our new Treasurer. In
addition to new members added this year I have made it a priority to ensure the Association
moves forward in the right direction, so we continue to thrive for years to come. Dave Jones is
working closely to conduct a transfer of authority with our legal team to make sure we have
redundancy and protection of our great organization. We will consolidate our efforts and become
more productive as a result.
As always – much like the Marine Corps’ recruitment efforts, we must continue to find new ways
to share our mission and the benefits of our Association to active duty personnel, retirees, and
anyone who has ever been fortunate to call themselves a Magnificent Bastard. It is a team effort,
and I love getting feedback and ideas on how we continue to grow at the right rate.
I’m incredibly proud and humbled to be able to lead this amazing team, and I extend my best to
everyone in our Magnificent Bastard family this new year.
Semper Fi,
Major Scott A. Huesing | USMC (Ret)
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Change of Command Ceremony
January 25, 2019

Lieutenant Colonel Patrick B. Byrne
Lieutenant Colonel Patrick B. Byrne, a native of Cypress, Texas, enlisted in the Marine Corps in January 1994. After completing entry-level
training, he reported to 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines for duty as an automatic rifleman. He served as a fire team leader during the battalion’s 31st
MEU (SOC) deployment in 1995 and was selected for the Marine Enlisted Commissioning Education Program in 1996. He was commissioned as
an infantry officer upon graduation from Texas A&M University in 1998 with a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Systems Management.
In January 2000, he reported to 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines for duty as a rifle platoon commander. In June 2000, he assumed duties as a rifle
company Executive Officer, deploying with the 11th MEU (SOC)in 2001.
In June 2002, he reported to Expeditionary Warfare Training Group Pacific where he served as Assistant Officer-in-Charge and Officer-in-charge
of the Amphibious Raid Branch.
In August 2006, he reported to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines for duty as a rifle company commander, deploying with the 13th MEU in 2007. He served
as Weapons Company commander during the battalion’s 31st MEU deployment in 2008, assuming duty as the battalion’s Operations Officer at
the end of the deployment.
In June 2009, he assumed command of Recruiting Station Montgomery, Alabama.
In June 2013, he reported to the 15th MEU where he served as Assistant Operations Officer for the MEU’s Deployment 15-1, Operations Officer
for the MEU’s Deployment 17-2, and Executive Officer following the MEU’s return from Deployment 17-2.
In August 2018, he reported to the 1st Marine Regiment for duty as the Executive Officer.
Lieutenant Colonel Byrne is a graduate of the U.S. Marine Corps Expeditionary Warfare School, the Weapons Tactics Instructor Course, U.S. Air
Force Command and Staff College and Operations Tactics Instructor Course.
http://www.sanclementetimes.com/24-celebrates-change-command-welcome-lt-col-patrick-byrne/

Diane Layfield Gold Star Mom (GSM)
Wreaths Across America
On Dec. 15th across this great Nation, at all National Cemeteries, Beautiful Wreaths are placed at a Veteran, or a Fallen Heroes gravesite. It
originated at Arlington Cemetery yrs. ago and has branched out throughout our Country. A few months before Dec. groups and foundations,
throughout their communities raise money to order wreaths to be placed.
My Son Travis is at the Golden Gate National Cemetery in San Bruno, Calif. There are over 100,000 gravesites there. This is only the 5th yr. I
believe we have been involved with the WAA. Every year we sell more, but we have a long way to go, to get one for every Military Hero.
The wreaths sell for $15.00 ea. and $5.00 of the money raised goes to your foundation.
I was asked if I'd like to lay the Wreath for the Gold Star Families, this yr. I was very Honored to do so. It is always a little emotional and moving
to say the least. Always a very Beautiful ceremony, with a wonderful turnout.
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PGR (Patriot Guard Riders), Warrior Watch riders, and a few other riding groups, always come out to support the event, and bring their
Beautiful American Flags to stand in Respect.
After all the wreaths are placed, we do Christmas with Travis, my Son. As long as I am alive and able, I will have Christmas with Travis. It works
out well now, as we, and others are already there, so we end up at Travis' grave. I'm so thankful for all who can come by for a few minutes, to
Honor and Remember Travis at Christmas.
Kind of Ironic, as you might notice the homes in the one photo, at the end of the cemetery. My Grandparents many yrs. ago lived right on the
other side of the fence. their homes backyard was pretty much the Cemetery. I can remember being around 4 or 5 yrs. old.... never wanting to
go to my Grandparents house, because I was scared to death, of the dead people there. It was devastating to me, at such a young age.
Fast forward yrs. ahead, how Ironic I go to this Cemetery to visit my Son, and others I know there. Not scared any more, as it's a very peaceful
experience there
now. I want to go, to visit my Son, I miss him so very much, not a day goes by that Travis isn't in it.
If you would like to support WAA, all National Cemeteries do participate.
With all my Love
GSM Dianne Layfield
Proud Mother of LCpl Travis Layfield

2/4 HQ

Frank Valdez assists Ray Del Rio as he presents personal 2/4 memorabilia to LtCol Cook and LtCol Byrne for display in 2/4 Headquarters.
If any of you have any memorabilia that you would like to donate for display, please contact Becky Valdez (714) 306-2329 or fxala@hotmail.com
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BGen William (Wild Bill) Weise
BGen Weise will be celebrating his 90th Birthday on March 10th. Let’s celebrate this Amazing and Magnificent Bastard by sending cards to
7444 Spring Village Dr. #306 Springfield, VA. 22150-4473 or emails can be sent to wweise2@gmail.com

MISSING LIFE MEMBERS - WE NEED HELP TO FIND THEM
CONTACT DATA & STATUS UPDATES
The Secretary, Manuel Travassos needs for all members to submit changes in status (for active duty) and changes of physical addresses, email
addresses, and telephone numbers. This may be done using the “Contact Us” button at the top of the web site’s front page. The web site is:
www.2-4Association.org.
Life Schambach Richard HM3 H&S - Bn Med Jan-53 Jan-54 401 Schwabie Tpk Kerhonkson NY 12446
Life Brooks John L LCpl Hotel Aug-65 Sep-66 Live Oak FL 32064
Life Clark, Jr. Albert C
Life Corney E "Frank" F
Espinosa Jose Hanover Park IL 60133-6743
Life Fisher Roy W Phoenix AZ 85704-1518
Life Harper Alex P Dayton OH 45404-1662
Life Maynard Stanley P Fox Mar-67 Sep-67 Smethport PA 16749
Life McMahon W. Michael Cpl Golf Sep-68 Jun-69 Huntington Beach CA 92649-3854
Life Mendoza Gilbert GySgt
Life Pollak John P GySgt
Life Randle David
Life Ruffle David
Life Sawyer Hayward L Capt.
Life Stahl James H Sgt H&S - Amtracs Cheryl
Life Varena Harry "Ted" T Cpl Hotel Aug-65 Dec-66 Ellen 1301 Glenwood Dr Concord CA 94518
Life Vassallo Michael Fox Mar-68 Aug-68 Huntington NY 11743-6341
Life Walls Keith E Sgt 74 78
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* 2019 NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION *
Every year we hold an election of certain officers in a staggered fashion to allow some continuity to your Board of Directors. This year we will
be electing a President, Vice President, Secretary and one Director [that spot filled by Richard Rasmussen].
While some officers may be willing or desire to stay on for a second term, it is encouraged that, if possible, we have more than one candidate
for each office. Managing an association such as ours, requires dedicated people to fill the various slots. This means volunteerism.
Many of you know that getting members of any organization to volunteer for something is like pulling teeth from a hen. Members enjoy the
fruits of other's labor but are not generally disposed to pitch in themselves. There are a number of reasons, some valid, some not. The bottom
line though is that every organization needs people to step up to the plate and help out when needed. The 2/4 Association is no different. If
one looks back over the years, it will become apparent that most of the elected officers have spent a large number of years giving their time to
allow us to function. A prime example is our Secretary, Manuel Travassos. Manuel has been our Secretary at least five years and maybe more,
and he has also filled in as our Membership Chairman for the last two years, the latter because no one would help out. Perhaps about seven
percent of our membership does most of the work out of between 600 and 700 members. So, there must be some members who might be
willing to give a bit of their time.
Since we don't know each other very well being spread across the United States, it is more difficult for a nominating committee to reach out to
those willing to run for office. Therefore, it is requested that you members consider filling one of the available billets. If that jars you to action,
please let me know in order that a nominating committee member may contact you for further elucidation. I will pass along your name so that
you may be further contacted. If you are interested, please review our bylaws and operating procedures presented on the web site, www.24Association.org, for what each billet requires. It is hoped that some of you will be self-starters and forget that you were advised never to
volunteer. If you want a fully functioning and stable organization, your help would be greatly appreciated. The Association will not survive
without you.
If you have questions, please contact me on my cell 575-209-0932 or email at Brooks@ADanceofLight.com .
Brooks Wilson
Past President & Web Sergeant
2/4 Association

Marvin Taylor

I'm searching for resources for my dad. In the past month we just found out about his service, while planning an honor flight we attended
together. The long-short of it: he hasn't until now spoken of his tour in Vietnam. We just found out he was with the unit 2nd bat. 4TH marines.
I think now that the door has opened and he's finally feeling he can share his experience with us, it might be a welcome thought to reconnect
with his unit.
His service record for things in country August 29,1967 to December 24th, 1967
Operations: in order, Fremont, Liberty, Kingfisher, Osceola
This has been extremely difficult for him, old torment, deep unhealed wounds.
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The trip to the wall was the beginning, it's time he was able to find some peace, and face his memory and know he's supported and honored.
Please help me help him.
Sincerely,
Lisa Krause Krause_who@hotmail.com

Maj Gen. Livingston
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/639348/medal-honor-recipient-maj-gen-livingston-battle-dai-do
Retired U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. James E. Livingston, a Medal of Honor recipient, gives a class on combat leadership to Marines with 6th
Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division on Camp Lejeune, N.C., Nov. 7, 2018. Livingston talked about his experiences during the battle of Dai Do,
Vietnam, helping to instill warfighting spirit into Marines currently serving with the Regiment. (U.S. Marine Corps video by Cpl. Melanye
Martinez)

Socks For Heroes
Please sign up for the emails
https://mailchi.mp/scmcsg/socks-for-heroes-weekly-update1298281?e=4065b72fa9
http://www.scmsg.org/sponsors/ or http://scmcsg.org/socks-for-heroes

Please consider a donation
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Donald Sroufe

Donald John Sroufe passed away suddenly from a heart attack on Saturday, August 1st. He was survived by and a beloved husband
to Sally, 69, for 47 years, father to Chip, 45, grandpa to Addison, 8 and Max, 4, father in-law to Lisa, 42 and half-brother to Karen
Perry, 64. He was born into a military family in Norfolk, VA and then moved to Ohio as a child. He grew up in Hamilton, OH with his
mother Arnola. Don did well in school and always had a job - delivering newspapers or groceries and mowing lawns at an early age.
He always felt it was important to make a place for himself in the world and be independent. In Ohio he grew to love the outdoors
where he developed his passion for hunting and target shooting. Many days would find young Don with his back against a tree in the
woods or walking through a field looking for game to shoot. Don has always been very patriotic with a strong sense of duty to
country and he joined the Naval ROTC program in High School. After graduating in 1964 he switched to the Marines where he chose
to be trained at Camp Pendleton, CA (no sand fleas for him – thank you Jack Webb!) as an infantryman, a communications specialist
hanging telegraph wire and as the drop man on an 81 MM mortar crew. Don was soon sent to Viet Nam and served with honor and
distinction; where he was part of Operation Starlite, the first US military offensive against the NVA (1965). Don served a two year
combat tour and was honorably discharged as a Corporal (1966). He truly lived the motto, “Once a Marine, always a Marine” and
was very proud of his country, his service and always kept the men and women of the Armed Forces in a special part of his heart.
While back in Ohio he met Sally, while she was a nursing student in 1968 and they married shortly after. He then began his career as
a life insurance salesman with John Hancock. Don has always been very personable and quick to share a story or a joke to make you
laugh and feel good and this served him well in this line of work. He spent many successful years with John Hancock and received
many awards and promotions. In 1970 they had their only child, a son, Donald Kenneth, who goes by the nickname Chip. In 1972
Don’s family moved to a small town in Ohio, New Lebanon, and he later ventured out on his own as a business owner starting his
own all lines insurance agency with Farmers Insurance. Don worked hard and did well selling insurance and running a business, but
always found time to go hunting or camping on the weekends with his family. He developed a love of black-powder shooting and
spent many years in the North South Skirmish Association and going to rendezvous where he would reenact the mountain man
lifestyle dressed in deerskin pants and all. He always said he was born 200 years too early! Tragically, in 1993 he suffered a stroke
that caused some paralysis and forced him into early retirement. Don was living in CA at the time and soon afterwards he and Sally
moved to Wyoming and then Nebraska and finally Casa Grande so they could be near Chip and his family. Don loved reading about
and watching movies on American history, the old West and listening to country music. His biggest passion later in life was as a dog
lover. Through the years he always had several of them at a time and treated them all like his own children. A German Wirehair
named, Bodie was the last one to touch his heart and after 14 years was humanely put down earlier this year. Don said that Bodie
would come back to check up on him and we know the two of them are now playing together in heaven. You always knew how Don
felt about a subject, especially politics, and he loved Ronald Reagan and watching the O’Reilly Factor. He had a soft heart for those
who couldn’t help themselves and was generous giving to many causes. In lieu of flowers it is requested that a donation be given in
his name to either the Casa Grande Valley Humane Society, The Marine Corp Scholarship Foundation or The Wounded Warrior
Project. We will miss you dearly, but we know that in heaven your pain is gone, and you will have peace forever with Jesus.
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Gerald Francis Schuldt

Gerald Francis Schuldt, 73, of Stafford County passed away Monday, January 14, 2019 at Stafford Hospital Center.
Gerald proudly served his country as a Marine before retiring after 21 years, and then worked as a DOD police officer. He enjoyed
helping with his church as often as he could.
Gerald was a great father and a loving husband of 48 years to his wife, Marsha. In addition to his wife, he is survived by four sons,
Christopher, James, Jason, and Jeffrey; 14 grandchildren; one great-grandchild; brother, Robert; sister, Sandra; and many extended
families.
He was preceded in death by his parents, George and Mary; granddaughter, Aleah; brother, Richard; and sister, Betty.
Burial will take place in Quantico National Cemetery.
Condolences to his family may be shared online at foundandsons.com.

2/4 Association Coin
Cost $5.00 plus shipping
Contact Becky Valdez @ fxala@hotmail.com or (714) 306-2329
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2nd Bn 4th Marines 2019 Annual Reunion
San Antonio, TX
(Military City USA)
4 Sept – 8 Sept
Host: Daniel Priest
Hotel: Holiday Inn Riverwalk
Telephone: 800-465-4329
Use Code: BAT
Or mention 2/4 Battalion Alumni Association

https://vimeo.com/71497250
Room Rate $115 + tax
$12 Full American breakfast buffet is available to you at the discounted price
$15 overnight self-parking available
Complimentary Wi Fi in meeting space and sleeping rooms
Complimentary Business Center
**NOTE: There are only 50 rooms blocked at this price. Reserve ASAP
Wed. 4th 5:00 check in
Thurs 5th TBD
Fri 6th TBD
Sat 7th Business meeting and Banquet
Sunday 8th check out
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