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President’s Message 

Dear Magnificent Bastards, 

This past quarter has been a demanding time for Our Association. We have gained much in a short 
amount of time. Since the spring of this year, we have grown in size to nearly 1,000 members 
strong.  It has come through the efforts of many on our team and from YOU – the membership 
that believes in this great association.   

Our annual reunion was a terrific success due in part to everyone that contributed and joined us in 
San Antonio, Texas.  But success is often hard to define for most.  Our success, to me, is measured 
by the number of people we connect and help, and support throughout all of our wins and losses – 
and through the love, we have for one another.  Our reunion next year in San Francisco will 
continue to bring many together who’ve filled our ranks in a positive and lasting way – however, 
we need everyone to contribute, support, communicate, and show up to make a difference.   

Despite having so many wins this year, we have also had losses.  We’ve lost some of our finest 
Magnificent Bastard’s to age and illness and others to tragedy and suicide.  Each one profoundly 
impacts each member individually, and each person deals with loss in their own way.  We, 
however, are fortunate to have each other and this organization to lean on during those times. 

Reflecting on the wins, and especially the losses, I am keenly aware of the importance of those 
committed to leading Our Association into the future.  With that, I ask those who serve our 
association and its membership to ask yourselves an important question, “Do I have the skills, the 
passion, the commitment, and the capacity to help lead the 2/4 Association if I’m called?” For 
many you already know the answer – to that I say, “Volunteer.”  Give of your time, your abilities, 
and your leadership to make sure that we always have a deep roster to select the right person, for 
the right job, for the right reason.  If we continue to seek this type of improvement, we will grow 
stronger with your help. 

I am humbled and honored to serve this great association of Magnificent Bastards – it is through 
our shared connection and the incredible people that make me equally proud of what each one of 
you brings to the fight – on and off the battlefield. 

Semper Fi, 

Scott A. Huesing 

President | 2d Battalion, 4th Marines Association 

 

https://2-4association.org 
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Diane Layfield Gold Star Mom (GSM) 

 
To my Wonderful 2/4 Family and Friends, 
I want to share with all of you, about an event here in Northern Calif. It was the Calif. Run for the Fallen. We 
have the unfortunate highest number of casualties, 773. From Travis Air Force base, Airmen, and Airwomen 
ran a relay of 6 miles, over a route of 150 miles over a 3-day time frame. As they ran," Every Mile is a Memory" 
placing American Heroes Flags. Starting in Elk Grove late Friday afternoon, where I live now. We planned a 
dinner for the runners and all participants, at Firehouse 71. We can't thank them enough, for their outstanding 
hospitality. 
My Travis's marker was placed at marker " 0 “along with 4 other Heroes. 
It's quite an emotional, presentation, lots of planning, goes into this, to keep our runners, PGR and Warrior 
Watch rider escorts safe, along this route. 
At each mile mark, there are 2 to 4 escorts on motorcycles that come in 1st, they place spikes into the ground, 
so the runners will know where to place the Fallen Heroes Flag with a short bio attached. At most of the 
markers, is a Gold Star Family member to take the Fallen Heroes flag to hand to the runners as they come in to 
place the flags. As the runners run in with an American flag, and a Calif. flag in hand, they pass it off to one of 
the escorts. 
They then face the family, or friends to give the runners the flag/bio. Tears usually start to flow. 
The runner reads the Fallen Heroes name and date of their death, then places the flag in the ground, as the 
spike is taken out. After all the flags at the site allotted, are placed the runner steps back and do a slow hand 
salute to our Fallen and the Gold Star's present. 
Always photos taken to capture the moments, and memories. 
The young Airman that placed Travis' flag, his name was James...my heart broke for him as he got very 
emotional as he hugged me, and I gave him a pin with Travis on it, to wear for the rest of the run. Sometimes 
no words need to be spoken. 
All went in to eat, as this was their stopping point for the night. They were all famished. 
We had a great turnout, we planned for about 50, and we had about 75. was wonderful. 
The runners stayed the night in Elk Grove, and got up before the sun rose, to start their day. 
Along the route, at almost every mile was someone there to Honor, and wait patiently for the runners to 
arrive... 
Sat. night their stopping point was at a Church in Tracy that fed our runners and had a great turnout as well. 
Sun. once again the runners were up early and off. 
The ending point, and closing ceremony was at Sacramento Valley National Cemetery in Dixon, Ca. At the 
Cemetery a lot of people, especially family and friends came out 2 hrs. early to run the last 5K, into the 
cemetery to Honor their loved one. It was a great turnout. 
At the cemetery they also had a field of Flags, which had Fallen Heroes names and bios from Southern Ca. 
Fallen. 
The Air Force run teams finally arrived at 4:00 pm. for the ending ceremony. 
One young Airman ran a total of 40 miles overall. Quite outstanding! He said because it was the right thing to 
do, and he was Honored to do it. 
 
Sorry Marines, but the Air Force stepped up and did an Amazing job, to Honor, and pay Tribute to Our Fallen 
Heroes. 
Gold Star Families worst fear is that our Loved ones will be forgotten...but this will Never Happen, and for the 
love and phenomenal support we are thankful and Blessed. 
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My Sincere Love to everyone. 
Semper Fi 
Always Mama 
Layfield  
      

  

 
 

2/4 Association Membership Report 
Manuel Travassos (Secretary) 

 
Since the August issue of the Seahorse Newsletter the number of new members that has been added to the 
Association is 189 new Life Members. Along with the 249 that were reported added to the Association in the 
August newsletter, that brings the total to 438 new Life members since Life memberships became free on 1 
June 2019. Coupled with the 37 that were added 10 November 2018 and the 9 that were added prior to 1 June 
2019, the grand total comes to 484 new Life members. 
As of 15 October 2019, the Association has 1000 Life members. The total would have been 1023 but, in the 
last year since the reunion in San Clemente, 23 of our members have been added to the "In Memoriam Wall". 
Since your membership is now free, we rely on donations from our membership and friends, family or other 
non-members.  (Tax EIN 31-1720488) 
 
 

https://www.2-4association.org/membership/donate/ 

 

 

 

https://www.2-4association.org/membership/donate/
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2019 Reunion San Antonio, TX 

It normally doesn’t take me long to find the words to express my feelings about 

any particular topic. However, in this instance, I am at a loss for words. Over the 

past 5 days I’ve have got to spend a healthy (***and un- healthy***) amount of 

time with members of the World’s greatest fighting force, more than that 

members of the 2nd Battalion 4th Marines. During this time, I was amongst the 

greatest Hero’s America has produced since the Vietnam War until present. I got 

to spend quality time with the Marines I fought with in one of the deadliest battles 

since Vietnam. Also, during this time, I had the honor to sit down and talk with 

Marines who ran along Medal of Honor recipients from our battalion during 

Vietnam. 

 

pictured L to R Skyler Barker, Drew Sturrock & Raymond Bowen 

The bond between Marines, no matter when they served, especially the ones who were blessed to serve with 

2/4 is unstoppable. My heart is full, and soul is revived after this trip. Semper Fidelis War Hammers! 

***If you call 2/4 home please take the time to click the link and join the association. It is absolutely free to 

join. With your membership you will be update on the next year reunion**** 

Skyler Barker  

https://2-4association.org 

 

Reunion Photos 

https://1drv.ms/a/s!AgZfaOMezZYU8WtKKtJxjTaWWO56 

Guest Speaker James Booker gave an outstanding message. His first public speech since his stroke four years 

ago.  

The following is a YouTube account called “Shoot Out! Battle cry Iraq Ramadi” narrated by James Booker 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGXXtzCCk18&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR25qhtdd2fkDV30lY9pV1ykr1-

4M97pogRZBAclGMDPtKtEFcOBb44l890 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://2-4association.org/
https://1drv.ms/a/s!AgZfaOMezZYU8WtKKtJxjTaWWO56
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGXXtzCCk18&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR25qhtdd2fkDV30lY9pV1ykr1-4M97pogRZBAclGMDPtKtEFcOBb44l890
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGXXtzCCk18&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR25qhtdd2fkDV30lY9pV1ykr1-4M97pogRZBAclGMDPtKtEFcOBb44l890
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2nd Bn 4th Marines 2020 Annual Reunion 

Pleasonton, CA 

 2 Sept – 6 Sept 2020 

https://www.2-4association.org/reunion/ 

The 2020 Reunion will be 2-6 September.  Brooks Wilson and a crew of dedicated volunteers will host the 

reunion in conjunction with the Caledonian Club of San Francisco's 155th Annual Scottish Gathering & Games 

on Labor Day weekend in Pleasanton, CA [east side of San Francisco Bay].   Association members and honored 

guests will be honored at the Games during the evening grandstand shows both days and feted by the 1st 

Marine Division Band.  If you have never attended a Scottish Games, please know that this particular event is 

the largest in the world and encompasses many activities such as sports and athletics [both professional and 

amateur], clan tents where you can start your family name research, performances by top Scottish rock bands 

and singers, Scottish animals, a children's glen, archery, Scottish and English foods, renaissance re-

enactments, Scottish country dancing and just hanging with fun people.  The reunion will also include some 

other fun activities and a banquet but leave adequate time to sit and visit with fellow Marines and sailors. 

More information will soon follow. 

 

Patrick Gallagher 

Attached below are two short videos regarding the naming of the new Navy Destroyer, to be launched in 2021 

for Hotel’s L/CPL Patrick Gallagher that I received from Frank Morelli. Frank spoke briefly about L/CPL 

Gallagher at our memorial service in San Antonio.  

Regards, 

Artie Goodwin 

Video clip / Fox 5ny news story / Patrick Gallagher 

https://www.fox5ny.com/news/319314708-video 

General Boomer / Dublin speech / Oct 2017 / Patrick Gallagher 

https://youtu.be/UgLnz6Ezv0o 

Please find an article regarding Cpl. Patrick Gallagher and the future USS Patrick Gallagher attached. 

The article is almost a year old but is still up to date, it a good way to bring everybody up to speed in one mass 

email should you wish to distribute it. 

Martin Durkan 

https://defpost.com/general-dynamics-bath-iron-works-starts-fabrication-of-future-uss-patrick-gallagher-

ddg-127-for-u-s-navy/ 

 

https://www.2-4association.org/reunion/
https://www.fox5ny.com/news/319314708-video
https://youtu.be/UgLnz6Ezv0o
https://defpost.com/general-dynamics-bath-iron-works-starts-fabrication-of-future-uss-patrick-gallagher-ddg-127-for-u-s-navy/
https://defpost.com/general-dynamics-bath-iron-works-starts-fabrication-of-future-uss-patrick-gallagher-ddg-127-for-u-s-navy/
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These photos were taken in March 2017 at the Remembrance Day for Cpl. Patrick Gallagher. 

The Irish Army provided and honor guard, the Irish defense minister is pictured laying a wreath at Patrick’s grave. 

The two marines pictured were attached to the US embassy in Dublin. 

Brig General Michael Neil USMC (NC, PH) lead the March through Patrick’s hometown of Ballyhaunis in Ireland. 

General Neil served in Vietnam where he received the Navy Cross and the Purple Heart. 

 

Requiem for a Warrior 

Colonel David P. Rann, USMC, Ret. Has created a tribute to his father Col Lou Rann who passed away last 

summer.  In his memory, David commissioned a choral and symphonic piece to honor his life/career AND 

those warriors who are no longer with us, entitled: “Requiem for a Warrior”.  He would like to make the music 

available for fellow warriors from 2/4 and attempt to reach a much larger audience: the Services, USMC, 

Base/Station Chapels and all those who might be able to use the music to honor their loved ones and provide 

comfort for those left behind.  David just completed a “promotional-like” video for the Requiem and can 

certainly provide this and a recording of the music for use.    

https://youtu.be/FxKTQCWhUWQ 

David Rann: son, former Marine/employee of SAIC, and now local architect) 

493 King Street, Suite 100 

Charleston, South Carolina 29403 

843.577.6377     david@glickboehm.com 

https://youtu.be/FxKTQCWhUWQ
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2/4 Association Coin 

Cost $10.00 plus shipping 

Contact Becky Valdez @ fxala@hotmail.com or (714) 306-2329 

 

 

 

A gift from Arthur Cuellar 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PLezEUH3Wpq1bys0i9nRjhjlTXiPuj5M/view?ts=5d45dc0e 

 

Sole Survivor of 110 

arthurcuellar24@gmail.com 

 

Wallace “Skip” Schmidt 

Fox 2/4/ Dai Do 

Family of lost Vietnam vet discovers son they didn't know he had 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNJeeG5FA-Y 

 

Bastards Blast for Oct 18th 

Mark Sperling 2/4 Family Rediness Officer 

Contact Mark in order to get your copy of the BLAST with attachments and hyperlinks to see information on 

items of interest, events, and opportunities in and around the community. 

mark.sperling@usmc.mil 

MagBasFRO@gmail.com 

http://www.1stmardiv.marines.mil/Units/5THMARINEREGT/2ndBattalion4thMarines.aspx 

https://www.leatherneckplanningevents.com/ 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PLezEUH3Wpq1bys0i9nRjhjlTXiPuj5M/view?ts=5d45dc0e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNJeeG5FA-Y
http://www.1stmardiv.marines.mil/Units/5THMARINEREGT/2ndBattalion4thMarines.aspx
https://www.leatherneckplanningevents.com/
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George “Fritz” Frederick Warren 

 

 

Lieutenant Colonel “Fritz” Warren, USMC (Ret.), of Kailua Kona, HI, died on 8 October 2019 at his residence. 

He was 86 years old. 

His military career started in 1950 at the age of 17. He served for three years as an enlisted Marine (as a 

bugler on MISSOURI), attaining the rank of sergeant. He later attended NAPS at Bainbridge, MD, and 

graduated from the Naval Academy with the Class of 1957. At Annapolis, he was an All-American lacrosse 

player, a member of the varsity football team and president of his class. 

As a Marine Corps infantry officer, he served in the USA, Vietnam and Indonesia. He was the S-3 for 2nd 

Battalion, 4th Marines, “The Magnificent Bastards” (1967-1968), including the dramatic Battle of Dai Do/Dong 

Ha. 

He held graduate degrees from the Naval Postgraduate School, Georgia Tech, Northwestern and Chaminade 

University. 

Following his retirement in 1975, after 25 years of service, Fritz and his family remained in Indonesia, where 

he worked for Arthur Young and an independent oil company, NATOMAS. 

Upon his return to the States, he obtained his MBA and CPA and worked as the Director of Administrative 

Services at Chaminade University, Casio Color and the Christ Child Society. 

He spent the last decade of his working career as treasurer for the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society. He 

reluctantly retired at the age of 75 and moved to Kailua Kona, HI, to be close to his daughter. His wife of 57 

years, Barbara Warren of Kailua Kona, preceded him in death in 2013. 

Fritz was a vibrant member of the Kona community and a committed member of St. Michael’s Church. He 

volunteered his time at the Life Care Center and Innovations Public Charter School over a 10-year period. He 

was affectionately known as “The Colonel” by hundreds of students. 
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At the age of 82, Fritz met the second love of his life, Jacquelyn Moore of Dothan, AL. They met and married 

quickly, knowing that what they had found was rare, indeed. 

Fritz is survived by his second wife, Jacquelyn Warren; children, Catherine Hawkins (James) of Kailua Kona, 

George Warren (Patricia) of Indiana, Joseph Warren (a former Marine infantry officer) (Rika) of Indonesia; 

Jacquie-Sue Morris (Jed) of Spain and Max Morris of Alabama; brother, Dennis Warren of Florida; and sister, 

Anne Montgomery (Monty) of Louisiana; brother-in-law, Dennis Minga (Ano) of Honolulu; numerous 

grandchildren; step-grandchildren; great-grandchildren; nieces and nephews; and his loyal dog, Lady. 

   

  

Photo #1 - Fritz Warren and Bill Weise preside over brief ceremony at Quang Tri Province government center. 

2/4 Association contributed to village representatives for Dai Do, Ding Tho and Mai Xa Chanh. 

Photo #2 - Group photo at Ben Hai “Peace Bridge” inside DMZ, north of Dong Ha. Fritz Warren, Barbara 

Warren, Bill Weise, Roger Pittman, Bob Hannon, Terry Funderburk, Lee Barta, Don Rossi, Father Vic Bieberle. 

Marc Weise, Ed Henry, Ed Garr, Kelly Williams, Tom Williams, Craig Noke, Tom Kilduff. 

 Fritz had a recent visit from several USMC friends. 
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Pedro “Pete” Rivera 

 

El Paso - No one goes to the Father but through me; in my father's house are many mansions, I 

will go to prepare a place for you and when complete I will come for you. On the morning of 

September 19, 2019, our hero Pedro (Pete) Rivera, was received in to the holy and loving arms 

of the supreme architect of the universe surrounded by his loving family at the age of 73. He was 

born and raised in El Paso, Texas and proud Bowie Alumni and Foothill College, Los Altos, CA 

Alumni. He proudly and honorably served and protected our country for over 47 years. Mr. 

Rivera was a Vietnam Veteran, beginning his service to the U.S. as a member of the U.S. Navy, 

retiring as a Fleet Marine Force Corpsman Chief after 22 years (Oorah!). Then continued his 

service through The Department of Justice and transitioned into Customs and Border Protection 

when the Department of Homeland Security was established and retired Supervisor after 25 

years of service. Mr. Rivera enjoyed his retirement for 9 years; he loved golfing, traveling, 

watching sports, telling jokes, and volunteering with numerous organizations. He is eldest of 9 

siblings and is preceded in death by his parents Jesus & Socorro Rivera, and two brothers. He is 

survived by the love of his life, his wife Lorena of 29 years, 2 children (Carla Jannette & 

George), 2 grandchildren (Ivan & Ariana), 4 children from previous marriages (Liz, Richard, 

Sergio, and Joel) and numerous cousins, nephews, and nieces. He will be dearly missed and 

never be forgotten. The family would like to thank the hundreds of family and friends who 

offered love and support over the last several months. 

Visitation will be held on Monday September 23 from 4pm-9pm with Rosary at 7pm at San Jose 

Funeral Home East, 10950 Pellicano Dr. Funeral mass will take place on Tuesday September 24 

at St. Raphael Catholic Church, 2301 Zanzibar at 11:30am. Interment will follow at Ft. Bliss 

National Cemetery. 
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Thomas Zahara 

 

    

 

 

Our attendance to the Fallen Hero Highway Dedication Ceremony in Klamath Falls included a Patriot Guard 

Motorcycle Escort after the ceremony to the Klamath Falls Marine Corps League Leatherneck Club in 

downtown Klamath Falls. A very Marine Corps establishment, the only one in Oregon. All "Covers" must be 

immediately removed or perpetrator is responsible for ALL next round of Bar. NO Warning as all Marines 

include those of civilian status should have known. Period. 

Failure to comply will result in very loud howls of disapproval until embarrassment prevails. Funny stuff. 

The ceremony was very humbling. Oregon Senator, Dennis Listicum, read the Presentation, approved by 

Oregon Congress. 

Truly, Anna's brother, Jimmy Floren, a Klamath Falls native, gave his life for his Country, in Viet Nam so many 

years ago was a Hero, and the epitome of Marine Corps history. It was an honor to be present. 

I want to bring to your attention a new IT program VA has developed for the National Cemetery 

Administration.  It provides an online Memorial Page for each of the 3.7 million Veterans in VA National 

Cemeteries.  The attached article has a great photo and article that further explains the app. 

Many of you will find this to be a great app for Marines and Veterans families.   

https://governmentciomedia.com/va-cemetery-cleanup-effort-features-veteran-memorial 

Danny Devine, SES 

ExDirector 

Office of Engagement 

Nat’l Cemetery Administration, Dept VA 

daniel.devine@va.gov 

 

 

 

 

https://governmentciomedia.com/va-cemetery-cleanup-effort-features-veteran-memorial
mailto:daniel.devine@va.gov
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Veteran’s Center for PTSD 

 

Well, it’s Friday again. I wear RED on Fridays. That stands for Remember Everyone Deployed. So, I have on my RED shirt today to 

support those still deployed, and the families here waiting for their loved ones to come home. We pray for them… that they’ll be 

home soon and will return without injury. But we know not all wounds are visible, and those hidden scars of war eat at their soul. 

Nightmares, hypervigilance, depression, anger, frustration, and a hundred other symptoms are all related to Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorder, PTSD.  Each day, 22 veterans lose their battle with PTSD, and take their own lives. They are casualties of the war, 

just as those who die on the battlefields. The causes are numerous, and basically irrelevant, now that they are back home. The 

important things now are support, treatment, and understanding. Each veteran has his or her own way of coping, but somedays 

that’s not enough. That’s where the friends, families, councilors, and support groups come in. That is where Easter’s Promise 

comes in! Easter’s Promise Therapeutic Equine Center in Pleasant Garden is a registered non-profit “therapy” center for veterans 

with PTSD and their families. It is a place for healing, coping, relaxing, and understanding. On the beautiful 40-acre farm, you’ll 

find 8 loving horses, Jackson (a very spoiled steer), and his goat buddy Hank, Kasey and Bubbles the pigs, and many chickens. 

Horses are very good listeners for those who aren’t comfortable talking to people. If you do want a human to talk to, we have 

many volunteers and veterans that you can spend time with. There is a pond if you prefer fishing, a prayer garden for quiet and 

meditation, and lots of land to just walk. Being away from the noise and chaos of the city, or even your neighborhood, can help 

change your mood and relax your mind. Families are encouraged to come to the farm as well, because we realize PTSD affects the 

whole family. It’s a neutral place where the family can spend quality time together and just enjoy each other. Many of our 

volunteers are veterans as well.   

Veterans Day is November 11th is the day for our country to recognize and honor all veterans, both living and deceased. On 

Saturday Nov 9th, we will have a special Veterans Coffee, 9-2, including lunch. You’ll have the opportunity to meet some other 

great veterans, learn about our program, and meet the animals. His Way Horsemanship will be there doing a “join up clinic” 

which is amazing to watch!! This is a free event, limited to only veterans.   

If you or someone you love needs our program, please don’t hesitate to call!! You can call me at 336-312-5390 or Sarah Douglas at 

336-501-7761. Please reach out to someone!!! Here are some other resources for you through the VA - Dial 1-800-273-

8255 and Press 1 to talk to someone. Send a text message to 838255 to connect with a VA responder. Start a confidential online 

chat session at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat.  We can’t keep losing 22 a day!   

Easter’s Promise is located at 500 E. Steeplechase Rd, Pleasant Garden, NC 

Mary Ann Yow is a lady in Carteret County, NC who runs a 501C3 nonprofit for veterans. Her business is horse therapy, and she 

operates strictly on donations to help our veterans, especially disabled veterans with PTSD and physical challenges. I am sending 

this email to all of you, who will understand, as many of you are veterans also, and possibly assist her with this great endeavor. 

She does have a list posted of local sponsors, but we are trying to expand that outreach to assist her program for continued 

operation, and hopefully expansion. 

I know that every person on reding this knows more people, so hopefully we can expand this network. Most of you are veterans 

and will understand the purpose. 

Please bear in mind there is no charge to any veteran, her workers are all volunteers, and she maintains the horses at great 

expense. Feel free to contact me personally for any questions, or call Mary Ann directly. Contact data ids below, and she also has 

a Facebook page along with the dedicated website. Donations would not have to be large, but every little bit helps, and is tax 

deductible I believe. 

The website is http://www.easterspromise.com 

The FB page is Easter’s Promise. 

If you have questions or would like to talk with Mary Ann Yow, her phone number is (336)312-5390 

Mary Ann’s assistant Sarah Douglas can also speak with you. Her phone number is (336)501-7761 

http://www.easterspromise.com/

