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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT

What a great time at the 2022 
Reunion. Everything that was 
scheduled went perfectly; the dinner, 
the Garden Service, march up or 
drive up the First Sergeant’s Hill. 
Then the chance to shoot at the rifle 
range and compare the groupings 
to determine the best shooter.

Lt. Col. Reddinger hosted a meet and 
greet at the 2/4 headquarters. The city 
officials welcomed us at the Awards 
Ceremony at Park Semper Fi, and we 
had lunch at Fisherman’s Restaurant 
on the Pier in San Clemente.

Brooks Wilson and Becky Valdez did 
a wonderful job putting this together. 
Kristen kept everyone informed with all 
the Web registrations and information.

Thanks to all!!

We are planning a 2023 Reunion in 
August in Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
on the beach. Stay tuned for more 
information. Becky and Brooks have 
set the bar high. We will have all 
the information in the next several 
months. If there are any special 
requests, please let me know. We will 
do our best to accommodate you.

Elections are coming up. Please think 
about running for a position on the 
Board of Directors or as Treasurer.

Semper Fi,

Joseph “Pete” Gannon

Vice President 
2d Battalion, 4th Marines Association
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  COMMANDING OFFICER’S 
 MESSAGE

LtCol
Jared

Reddinger

for your continued support to OUR 
unit, and know that the Marines and 
sailors are incredible grateful for your 
backing. We’ll keep cutting down trees 
in the forest of adversity… and we 
won’t let you down.•
Semper Fidelis,

LtCol Jared Reddinger
 

Jared Reddinger

Lieutenant Colonel, USMC 
Commanding Officer 
2d Battalion 4th Marines 
Bastard 6

FAMILIES, FRIENDS, AND 
MAGNIFICENT BASTARDS!

As many of you may know, the 
battalion has undergone a change 
of operational posture and is now 
a Battalion Landing Team. This 
means that we have welcomed 
an artillery battery, a platoon of 
Amphibious Combat Vehicles, a light 
armored reconnaissance company, 
and a platoon of engineers into 
our formation. We’re very much 
engaged now in training as a team 
in preparation for deployment with 
the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit. 
This training includes individual 

and collective events designed to 
build proficiency in operations from 
amphibious shipping. Over the coming 
months, we’ll be traveling to 29 Palms 
for live-fire training, followed by three 
shipboard operations to work out 
our skills. As you can imagine, this 
training will be valuable, but taxing 
on the Magnificent Bastards and their 
families. There will be many nights 
away from home in austere training 
environments. I can assure you that, 
with your support, they will succeed 
and excel.

I promise you all that these Marines 
and sailors are performing in a manner 
which would make you all proud, and 
that you can trust in the continued 
legacy of our battalion. I thank you all 



The Sea horSe /  3

NEXCOM is Proud to 
Feature Medal of Honor 
Recipient Maj. Gen. 
James Livingston
Interview of Maj. Gen. James Livingston 
on Medal of Honor Day,  25 March 
2018. The interview was taken at NEX 
Yokosuka, Japan. Maj. Gen. Livingston 
reflected on his time in the military and 
being a Medal of Honor recipient.

Link: NEXCOM Video

Video Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ed9jINyeAjCjAuFk1JXVLC_cnDuhXq37/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ed9jINyeAjCjAuFk1JXVLC_cnDuhXq37/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ed9jINyeAjCjAuFk1JXVLC_cnDuhXq37/view
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a keel-laying ceremony at Navy 
shipbuilder Bath Iron Works.

The sponsors authenticated the keel 
by striking welding arcs onto a steel 
plate that will be incorporated into the 
ship. They were assisted by Edward 
Hayes, a senior welder with 33 years of 
experience at BIW who is helping build 
the future USS Patrick Gallagher.

“More than 1,000 men and women have 
worked on this ship since we first cut 
steel,” said Chris Waaler, Vice President 
of Programs and Planning for Bath 
Iron Works, who hosted the ceremony. 
“We will ensure this ship will be ready 
to nobly serve our nation, as Corporal 
Gallagher did for the Marine Corps in 
Vietnam.”

The keel-laying ceremony harkens 
to the days of sailing vessels when 
construction began with a keel upon 
which the ship is built. In modern times, 
the event on Wednesday marked the 

joining of the first massive hull units. 
Additional hull units will later be added 
to complete the ship.

Also present were retired Gen. Walter E. 
Boomer, former Assistant Commandant 
of the Marine Corps, retired Brigadier 
Gen. Michael I. Neil, a Navy Cross 
recipient and members of Gallagher’s 
unit in Vietnam.

The three sisters, Teresa Keegan, 
Rosemarie Gallagher and Pauline 
Gallagher, are the ship’s sponsors and 
will christen the warship with sparkling 
wine when it’s closer to completion.

In addition to the future USS Patrick 
Gallagher, BIW also has under 
construction the Arleigh Burke-class 
destroyers Carl M. Levin, John Basilone 
and Harvey C. Barnum Jr., as well as the 
more advanced Flight III configuration 
Arleigh Burke destroyers Louis H. 
Wilson Jr., William Charette and 
Quentin Walsh.

4 IRISH SIBLINGS HONOR 
BROTHER’S LEGACY AT 
WARSHIP CEREMONY

The keel-laying ceremony harkens 
to the days of sailing vessels when 
construction began with a keel upon 
which the ship is built.

Four siblings traveled from Ireland to 
bear witness Wednesday to a milestone 
in the construction of a Navy destroyer 
that will bear the name of their brother, 
an Irish-born Marine killed in Vietnam.

Lance Cpl. Patrick Gallagher survived 
falling on a grenade to save his 
comrades in July 1966 — it didn’t 
explode until he tossed it into a nearby 
river — only to be killed months later on 
patrol in January 1967. He was awarded 
the Navy Cross for his heroism.

A brother and three sisters were on 
hand to celebrate his legacy during 

4 IRISH SIBLINGS HONOR 
BROTHER’S LEGACY

Teresa Keegan, one of the sponsors of DDG 127 and a sister of Patrick Gallagher, the ship’s namesake, strikes welding arcs to authenticate 
the ship’s keel plate. She is assisted by BIW senior welder Edward Hayes. Keegan and her two sisters, also ship sponsors, traveled from 
Ireland to Maine for the ceremony. Contributed photo via Bath Iron Works
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Pauline Gallagher, one of the sponsors of the future USS Patrick Gallagher, which is 
named for her brother, speaks at a keel laying ceremony at General Dynamics Bath 
Iron Works on Wednesday, March 30. Contributed photo via Bath Iron Works

Posted by Richard Lewis

Looking for men who served with weapons PLT. F-2/4 April 1, 1964-December 1965.

Email: richardnlewis@msn.com

2/4 Missing Members

mailto:richardnlewis%40msn.com?subject=
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN  
I CONTACT THE VETERANS 
CRISIS LINE?
When you call, chat, or text the 
Veterans Crisis Line, one of our trained 
responders will help you through 
any personal crisis, even if it does 
not involve thoughts of suicide. You 
decide how much you want to share 
— we’re here to listen and to help.

If you are in danger — or the Veteran 
or Service member you’re concerned 
about is in danger — the responder 
will work to make sure everyone is 
safe. The responder will help you 
get through the crisis and then 
help you connect with the services 
you need, either from your local 
VA medical center or elsewhere in 
your community. If you decide to 
share your contact information, the 
Suicide Prevention Coordinator at 
the nearest VA medical center will 
contact you by the next business day.

If you — or the Veteran or Service 
member you are concerned about 
— are in crisis but not at imminent 
risk for injury or suicide, then the 
responder will listen, offer support, 
and help you make a plan to stay safe.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I CALL THE 
VETERANS CRISIS LINE?

Dial 1-800-273-8255. You 
will hear this recording:

“You have reached the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline, also servicing 
the Veterans Crisis Line. If you are in 
emotional distress or suicidal crisis 
or are concerned about someone 
who might be, we’re here to help. 
Please remain on the line while we 
route your call to the nearest crisis 
center in our network. Attention: If 
you are a U.S. military Veteran or 
current Service member or are calling 
about one, please Press 1 now to 
speak with the Veterans Crisis Line.”

Press 1. There will be a brief pause 
while the call is routed to the 
Veterans Crisis Line. A responder 
specially trained to support 
Veterans and Service members 
will answer your call and provide 
the support described above.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I TEXT THE 
VETERANS CRISIS LINE?

Send a text to 838255. You can say 
as much or as little as you like to 

get the conversation started. You 
will receive a text back that reads:

“VA Crisis Center: I’m here to help. 
If in danger, call 911. For more 
info, call 800-273-8255. (Press 
1). Please keep msgs under 160 
characters. STOP to cancel.”

You may text STOP at any time to end 
the conversation. If you do, you will 
receive this free message in response:

“Free Msg: VA Crisis Center: You have 
successfully unsubscribed and will 
receive no more messages. More info 
email VHA.SuicideHotlineStaff@va.gov. 
Conversation ended, this text dialogue 
has been deleted. For more help, 
call 1-800-273-8255 and press 1.”

HOW DO I CHAT ONLINE?

Go to VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat.

Read the chat terms of 
service. Please note:

The Veterans Crisis Line does not 
collect personally identifiable 
information unless you provide that 
information to the responder.

Security controls, including encryption 
and authentication, are in place 
to protect your information.

Any contractors acting on behalf of VA in 
administering the Veterans chat service 
are subject to the same legal requirements 
VA follows for maintaining the privacy 
and security of your information.

Check the box next to “I agree to 
the Terms of Service” and click the 
button to start your confidential chat.

A new screen will appear, asking for 
your first name or a nickname so the 
responder knows how to address 
you. Click “Send” to start the chat. 
A chat box will appear with either a 
responder ready to chat or a window 
letting you know that someone will be 
right with you. A responder will reply 
to your message immediately and 
provide the support described above.

AFTER THE CALL

Support doesn’t end with your 
conversation. Our responders can 
put you in touch with local resources 
after your call, chat, or text.
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REMEMBRANCE  
LCPL JEDH COLBY BARKER

TRIBUTE TO ONE OF OUR OWN
Magnificent Bastard, LCpl Jedh Colby 
Barker, recipient of the Medal of 
Honor and killed in the line of duty 
21 September 1967, and is on our 
Wall of Honor.

He is being honored with a special 
tribute by his New Hampshire 
community, on Memorial Day 2022.

See more about the tribute on our 
website. Click link below.

Tribute Page

MGYSGT JAMES W. ROGERS SR

MEMORIAL

The memorial service for MGySgt 
James W. Rogers, USMC (Ret) will be 
held on 30 April 2022 at 11:00am.

Calvary Road Baptist Church 
6811 Beulah St. 
Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-922-6700

BURIAL

MGySgt James W. Rogers, USMC 
(Ret) will be buried with Honors 
at Arlington National Cemetery 
at 11:00am on 18 May 2022. 

Reception will follow burial

https://2-4association.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1dce652fadf383e2d5ba0d37&id=303156943d&e=136bdf5704
https://2-4association.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1dce652fadf383e2d5ba0d37&id=303156943d&e=136bdf5704
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Funerals/Funeral-Schedule/Search-by-Name
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Funerals/Funeral-Schedule/Search-by-Name
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  HISTORY

Story Link

by Paul “J” Amberg

MEMORIES 
OF THE 

MARINE 
CORPS AND 

VIETNAM   
(1966–1968)

The stories and events stated herein 
are based on my memory of my 
experiences in the U.S. Marine Corps 
and in Vietnam and on information I 
found on the internet (primarily: 2nd 
Battalion/4th Marines, U.S. Marines 
in Vietnam – Records of War). I don’t 
claim that it is 100 percent accurate or 
that mistakes have not been made in 
the telling, but this is as I remember it. 
I hope it gives you some insight into 
the life of a Marine Corps rifleman. 

It is 1966. I’m living with my parents in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. The British Invasion 
(the Beatles, the Stones, the Animals, 
etc.) is underway, Lyndon Johnson is 
President, there is a war in Vietnam 
and guys are being drafted to fight in 
some foreign country that we know 
little about. There are massive protests 
against the war being conducted at 
the White House (see Note 1 below: 
the Vietnam War) and racial tension 
is high throughout the nation. 

I’m in my spring semester at Nevada 
Southern University (now UNLV, 
University of Nevada at Las Vegas) 
and barely squeaking by – too many 
parties, beer, and girls. No real plans 
for the future. While at a fraternity 
“beer bust” at Lake Mead, two friends 
and I decide to join the U.S. Marine 
Corps – brilliant idea! I guess this is 
how I “beat the draft.” My biological 
father had been a Marine Corps fighter 
pilot during WWII and my step-dad 
had been a Marine Corps Sergeant 
in Korea. So, it was a no brainer – I’m 
going to be a Marine - Semper Fi! 
We all three enlisted in May 1966 (my 
Military Serial Number is 2296708). 

On 31 August 1966, I reported to basic 
training (Boot Camp) at the Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) in San 
Diego, California. I’d originally signed 
up in May, but my dad convinced me 
to take the 90-day delay program and 
enjoy my summer before going. Great 

idea! He also convinced me to sign up 
for a two-year enlistment – if I liked 
it and wanted more, I could always 
re-up. Another great idea; one I did 
not take advantage of two years later. 

In 1966 Boot Camp lasted eight 
weeks – a shorter period due to the 
Vietnam War. To say it was tough 
would be an understatement of 
biblical proportions. The purpose of 
Boot Camp was to break you down 
physically and mentally and remold 
you in to a “lean, mean fighting 
machine.” If you were smart, you kept 
your mouth shut and kept under the 
radar of your Drill Instructors (DIs). 
Each platoon had three DIs: one Senior 
DI and two Junior DIs. Our Senior DI 
was Staff Sergeant Callan and one of 
the Junior DI’s was Sergeant Marino. 

Boot Camp included six weeks at 
MCRD and two weeks at the M14 
rifle range on U.S. Marine Corps Base 
Camp Pendleton, about 50 miles up 
the road. Probably the best depiction 
of Boot Camp was presented in the 
movie “Full Metal Jacket”. Sir, Yes 
Sir! The most memorable phase from 
Boot Camp – “You! A Ewe is a female 
sheep. Do I look like a female sheep?” 
This was usually followed by some 
descriptive words related to sex and 
sheep and a number of expletives. 
There was also the distinction 
between your rifle and your gun – 
“this is my rifle, this is my gun...

To continue reading, click on link below 
for the rest of the story

https://www.2-4association.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Paul-Amberg-Memories-of-Marine-Corps-and-Vietnam-1966-68-121421.pdf
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HISTORY  

Marine Corps General James E. Livingston, Medal of Honor Recipient, 
speaks on the Battle of Dai Do which took place during the Vietnam War. 
Hosted by Colin Heaton.

FORGOTTEN 
HISTORYVideo Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=66QDV-Wmrsk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=66QDV-Wmrsk
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  2/4 REUNION

2/4 ASSOCIATION OF 
MARINES REUNITES IN  
SAN CLEMENTE, CA
BY C. JAYDEN SMITH

The 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines 
Association will hold its annual 
reunion this week in San Clemente, 
including an awards ceremony that’s 
open to the public at Park Semper Fi 
on Thursday morning, March 31.

The 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines 
Association is celebrating its annual 
reunion by returning to San Clemente 
this week for the first time in 10 years.

From Wednesday, March 30, to 
Saturday, April 2, dozens of former 
Marines will get to reunite with old 
friends and take part in numerous 
activities. They will also attend the 
“Magnificent Bastards” awards 
ceremony from 11 a.m. to noon 
on Thursday,March 31, at Park 
Semper Fi, in the Pier Bowl.

The public is invited to attend 
Thursday’s ceremony.

The reunion’s location changes from 
year to year, according to Becky 
Valdez, newsletter editor for the 2/4 
Association. It landed in San Clemente 
for 2022, as the city provides excellent 
California weather and the opportunity 
to visit Camp Pendleton, where 
the active battalion is stationed.

This Wednesday was meant to 
serve as a day for checking in and 
getting settled, which is important 
for all the association members 
to gather together and be ready 
for the coming days’ events.

“It’s my goal to keep the guys 
connected,” Valdez said. “They need 
to reconnect as often as possible, 
as it’s mentally important for them 
to have these connections.”

Thursday’s awards ceremony will be 
preceded by a performance from 
the 1st Marine Division Band, which 
is also stationed at the base.

Association members of five 
different ranks, including a first 
lieutenant, staff sergeant, sergeant, 

lance corporal and corps-man, will 
be awarded for their leadership.

Local figure Wayne Eggleston will give 
the welcome speech, followed by the 
city greeting from Mayor Gene James.

“This is quite an honor to have them 
here,” Eggleston said of the event.

Members of the public are welcome 
to show and provide support.

Next will be lunch at Fisherman’s 
Restaurant & Bar before a memorial 
ceremony on Friday, April 1, at 
Camp Pendleton’s Memorial Park, 
a shooting competition, and a 
banquet at El Adobe in San Juan 
Capistrano. On Saturday, April 2, there 
will be a catered beach barbecue 
at San Onofre State Beach.

Valdez said that the importance in 
each reunion lies in recognizing that 
all of the members are getting older, 
and that the reunions are chances 
for people to reconnect and bridge 
the gap to the younger members.

Every year, countless wild stories are 
told, and some people who have not 
seen each other in decades get to 
meet, usually in an emotional fashion.

“The guys are... hugging and 
crying and healing, from the 
trauma of war,” Valdez said.

Visit 2-4association.org for 
more information about the 
2/4 Association Reunion.

Photos Link

https://www.2-4association.org/2022-reunion-san-clemente/
https://www.2-4association.org/2022-reunion-san-clemente/
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
FOR 2022-2024 BALLOT

Instructions For Voting:

Dear 2/4 Association Members,

This ballot contains the names of the candidates who are seeking your vote for the positions of Treasurer 
and Director. Per the Bylaws, ARTICLE V – ELECTIONS AND VOTING, Section 1, Elections: “Elections shall be 
held every year in a staggered fashion. The positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, and one Director 
will be voted upon during odd years, and the positions of Treasurer and the other Director will be voted upon 
during even years”. Please review the brief summary of each candidate and cast your vote for the candidate 
of your choice. As in all elections, a space has been provided for write-in candidates in the event you choose 
to vote for someone not listed on the ballot. Per the Bylaws, thirty (30) days notice must be given to the 
Membership prior to any vote. Therefore, this posting will fulfill that requirement. Once you have completed your 
review, please mark the ballot below for the appropriate candidates and return it via U. S. Postal Service to:

Sergeant-at-Arms Pat Burns
2850 Avenida DeSoto
Navarre, Florida 32566

Or via e-mail to:

Sergeant-at-Arms Pat Burns
emmalaoise@msn.com

Voting Rules:

 � Voters must be in good standing and only one ballot per person is authorized.

 � Each voter will be verified against the latest membership roster provided to the Sergeant-at-Arms by the 
Membership Chairman.

 � The Sergeant-at-Arms will be responsible for collecting, counting and verifying ballots. He will present the final 
count to the Board of Directors no later than five (5) days after the voting deadline. Ballots will then be sent to 
the Secretary for proper filing.

 � If more than one ballot from an individual is submitted, the first one received will be considered the valid ballot.

 � Ballots must be dated on or before the deadline date of 7 June 2022.

 � A quorum will be the total ballots received per the deadline rule.

mailto:emmalaoise%40msn.com?subject=2/4%20Election%20Ballot%20for%202022-2024
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LIST OF CANDIDATES
TREASURER:
David A. Capizzi [Incumbent] – David is the current Treasurer, has served for two terms, and is willing to serve another term. His 
steadfastness, diligence, and tireless efforts were exceptionally instrumental in regaining the Association’s Tax Exempt Status. David is a 
7-year veteran of the United States Marine Corp. While on active duty David was assigned to Second Battalion 4th Marines from 2005 to 
2008 as the unit Supply Officer. During his time with 2/4 the unit went on two deployments with the 15th and 31st MEU. After 2/4 David 
took on the role of Supply Director for HQ Marine Corps which oversaw all supply support for the National Capital Region including the 
Pentagon and Navy Annex. In 2008, David separated from the Marine Corps and joined Target Brand Inc. as a Logistics Executive for 
the greater Washington DC area. After two years with Target David was recruited by abas-USA where he is currently the Vice President 
of Operations.

David holds a Bachelor’s of Science from Christopher Newport University, an MBA from Norwich University, and is currently enrolled in an 
Executive Leadership program with Cornell University.

Outside of his professional career, David lives in Fairfax Station, VA with his three daughters and wife. He enjoys staying fit and is an active 
professional body builder and judge. David is a Life member of the Association who epitomizes the warrior spirit, strong work ethic, 
forward thinking, and esprit de corps of today’s generation of Marines and is a well-qualified candidate for the office of Treasurer.

DIRECTOR:
Skyler J. E. Barker [Incumbent] – Skyler J. E. Barker is a Life member of the Association and was born and raised in the small town of 
Longview Washington. Later, he would become a Firefighter upon graduating High School in 2003. Skyler worked as a structure Firefighter 
and Wildland Firefighter until he joined the Marine Corps in September 2005. Upon graduating boot camp from Recruit Depot, San Diego, 
he attended School Of Infantry on Camp Pendleton and would later be assigned to 2nd Battalion 4th Marines, Echo Company. Skyler would 
serve with 2/4 for the next eight years. During his eight years as a Marine Infantryman, Skyler graduated as the Class Commander from 
formal schools, Corporals Course, and graduated top of his class from Infantry Squad Leaders course. Skyler conducted several combat 
operations between two significant wars (Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom) with 2/4. Throughout his time Skyler 
served in an array of billets to include Team Leader, Squad Leader, Platoon Sergeant, and Company Police Sergeant. The majority of his 
time was spent with Echo Company and ended with Fox Company.

Notable Awards include Purple Heart, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, Combat Action Ribbon (w/gold star), and Marine Corps 
Good Conduct.

In 2013 Skyler exited the Marine Corps and continued his calling to serve with the Corpus Christi Police Department, Corpus Christi, Texas. 
Skyler also met his wife, Michelle, upon starting the hiring process and two years later would marry his sweetheart.

Skyler has honorably served with the Corpus Christi Police Department for 7 years. During his time with the Police Department, Skyler has 
achieved his Master Peace Officer License, Firearms Instructor, Ammunitions Instructor, Rifle Armorer, and Pistol Armorer. Also during his 
time Skyler served on the Warrant Task Force and Gang Unit as a Gang Investigator. Currently, Skyler is serving as a Field Training Officer 
(FTO) on Patrol. Additionally, Skyler serves as a member of the Corpus Christi Police Department’s S.W.A.T Team, Honor Guard, and Crisis 
Intervention Team. During his time with the Police Department he has earned the following awards: Officer of the Month four times, nine 
Letters of Recognition, Letter of Commendation, Operations Bureau Officer of the Month, Operations Bureau Officer of the Year, and Chief 
Floyd Simpson Officer of the Year.

Outside of Skyler’s service to the Police Department he is also eager to stay involved with his veterans and community. Skyler is currently 
the Junior Vice Commander for the Military Order of the Purple Heart (Chapter 598), Member of Fish for Life, an organization directed at 
mentoring at risk youth, works closely with Semper Fi Fund to bring events and services to veterans in Corpus Christi, and co-hosts a yearly 
hunt for wounded veterans.

Skyler would be honored to serve as your Director of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association, Inc. for the 2022 – 2024 term.

Jeffrey L. Dancker - Jeff was with 2/4, specifically Golf Company, from 2004-2008. He deployed twice with 2/4, once with the 31st MEU 
and once with the 15th MEU, where they went into Iraq in 2006-2007.

In December of 2020, Jeff saw a few other USMC infantry battalions that had history pages on Instagram and he wanted to create one 
for 2/4. Since creating the page, it has only helped bring a lot of marines of 2/4 together. He also currently helps run the 2/4 Association 
Facebook page. Jeff’s goal as Director is to continue bringing all of our generations together and continue growing our Association!
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
FOR 2022-2024 BALLOT

Please mark the appropriate box for the candidates of your choice. Please vote for only one candidate per 
office and return to Sergeant-at-Arms Pat Burns’ USPS address or via his email address listed on previous 
page. The DEADLINE for receiving Ballots is 7 June 2022.

Member’s Name:__________________________________________  Date:___________________

Member’s Signature:_______________________________________

TREASURER:

[    ]    David A. Capizzi [Incumbent]

[    ]    ____________________________
                          (Write-in)

DIRECTOR: (Select One)

[    ]    Skyler J. E. Barker [Incumbent] 

[    ]    Jeffrey L. Dancker

[    ]    ____________________________
                         (Write-in)
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Second Battalion Fourth Marines Association, Inc.
Annual Business Meeting Minutes

2 April 2022 - San Clemente, CA
The meeting was called to order at 9:45 a.m. by Vice President Joseph “Pete” Gannon.

Board members present were Vice President Joseph “Pete” Gannon and Secretary Manuel Travassos.

Opening Remarks
Vice President Joseph “Pete” Gannon began the meeting by stating that we don’t have a quorum of Board members so this 
meeting will be a fact finding meeting of what we want to do, where we are going in the future, and what we want to accomplish 
in the future as far as getting things done, ie, getting more people in and getting the younger generation of members involved 
and taking on a more active role in the Association to help move it forward in the future. Pete went on to say that elections are 
coming up and asked when they start. Secretary Manuel Travassos stated that ballots for the upcoming election of Officers will 
be sent to the members via electronic communications and USPS on 7 May 2022 and must be returned by 7 June 2022. Mike 
De Maio asked that the candidates who are running include their vision for the Association so that the membership can know 
what they stand for. Pete then recognized Becky Valdez and Brooks Wilson for the magnificent effort and tremendous amount 
of work that they put in to bring together all the events, venues and management of the logistics that were required to host this 
reunion. The members congratulated them with a round of applause.

Pete, then, turned the meeting over to Manuel Travassos to give the financial report for the Association.

Officer and Staff Reports
Secretary Manuel Travassos read the Financial Report sent by Treasurer David Capizzi. The report covered 1 July 2020 – 5 April 
2021 and 6 April 2021 – 24 January 2022. The Association balance as of 5 April 2021 was $33609.13 and, due to expenses incurred 
during the last few years in regaining the Association’s IRS 501 (c)(19) Not For Profit status by the Association’s attorneys 
and accounting firm, the balance as of 24 January 2022 was $12,954.53. The attorneys’ and accounting firm’s fees were in of 
$19,000.00. (A copy of the complete Financial Report is attached to these minutes and can be viewed on the 2-4 Association 
website.)

Manuel, then, went on to say that, since the Association is now funded only by donations and there should be an annual fund 
raising/donation campaign by the Association. He stated that, since the Association’s Fiscal Year begins 1 July of each year, 
this would be the best time to send solicitation letters to the members of the Association. In the letter it would explain that, 
because the Association no longer requires dues to be a member, the Association’s only funding is through donations from the 
membership. It would further explain that the donations could be a one-time donation or a reoccurring donation of as little 
as $25.00 a month. This is already set up on the website and, if only a fourth of the membership donated $25.00 a month, 
which would be an annual income of more than $126,000 a year. This would help to fund the annual Battalion awards that the 
Association buys every year. It would, also, make it possible to help our Bastard community, both inactive and active duty, as 
needed. Manuel concluded with, if anyone wants to help or has ideas to carry this forward, please, contact any member of the 
Board or Brooks.

Brooks Wilson stated that when free membership was proposed by Scott Huesing, it was because the Association was a 501 
(c)(19) organization and we could get corporate & private funding so that the Association could help more with veterans and 
active duty. We could do more if we had more. However, the Association lost its nonprofit status and that killed that because no 
one wants to donate if they can’t get a tax credit for their contribution. Brooks then said that we need to look for people who 
have experience and expertise in fund raising.

Mike De Maio asked about the leadership and his concern about absenteeism of the President.

Frank Valdez noted that the President is not the boss of the Association and that he would like to see more accountability 
because money is being spent and we don’t know what for.
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Ray Del Rio added that any organization takes money to operate and most of us could contribute $100.00 a year and that would 
help keep us funded. However, he would like a hard copy of the financial report so that he could see where the money goes. He 
asked if there was a way to make a reoccurring donation and Kristen Day, the Association’s Web Mistress, told him that there is 
a donation button on the website and that reoccurring donations can be made on it through PayPal. Kristen said that we could 
put the Financial Report on the website or we can send it out to the members via an email blast.

A few members stated that they are not getting the emails from the Association and Kristen said that it is a mass email and that 
sometimes they go to spam. She suggested that each member should periodically check their spam folder.

Steve Wilson related some of the history of the Association and exhorted our early leaders such as Bill Weise, Fritz Warren, 
Jim Livingston, and Dave Jones. He talked about Doc Swann and how well he kept the finances until he became ill and was 
unable to do the job anymore. Steve says that we need to help the Marines and families. Manuel Travassos said that we need a 
Discretionary Committee. Mike DeMaio said that most organizations have a Service Officer. Manuel stated that we do not have 
one. Mike said he knows how to set it up and he was asked to present his written proposal to the Board so that the Board can 
act on it. Steve Wilson then called out the Board to make sure that awards and programs that have been set up and mandated 
by the Association’s By-Laws are carried out as prescribed by the By-Laws.

Vice President Pete Gannon took over the meeting and commended all of the good ideas and suggestions that the Board can 
review and act upon. He talked about some of his frustrations and that hopefully we can resolve these concerns that have been 
voiced in the meeting. He is going to schedule some Zoom meetings with the Board and he will send out emails invitations to 
the membership so that they can join the meetings and offer their input to the Board. He said that it was their Association and 
their voice should be heard.

Manuel said that the membership needs to be able to contact Board members and Kristen suggested that a complete roster could 
be sent to each member or, since the website has a Contact Us form, the members could contact the Board members that way.

Pete Gannon asked if there was any more business and Brooks suggested that we discuss future reunion locations. Pete said he 
could host the one for 2023 in Ft. Lauderdale, FL. Frank Valdez said that Donald Greengrass could hold the next one in Wisconsin 
Dells, WI. Manuel Travassos said that he would contact Donald Greengrass to confirm that he can host the 2024 reunion. Brooks 
stated that on the website is a “How to Host a Reunion” pamphlet. Becky Valdez volunteered the Ullibari’s to host in New Mexico 
for the year after.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made, seconded, carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 10:31.

Secretary: ________________________________________________________ Date: _30 April 2022

Manuel G. Travassos

Vice President : ________________________________________________________ Date: _2 May 2022

Joseph P. Gannon
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2/4 Association Financial Status
24 January 2022
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Please help us to continue providing information, 
support and camaraderie to our members and 
future members of the 2/4 Association family.

The littlest amount can go a long way to help another 
Marine. Take a few minutes to click on the donate button and 
contribute a tax deductible one time or recurring donation. 

Thank you

Semper Fidelis

Click to Donate

https://www.2-4association.org/membership/donate/
https://www.2-4association.org/


The 2/4 Association is a tax exempt 501(c)(19) veterans organization (Tax EIN 31-1720488) formed to operate and administer members and former 
members of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, United States Marine Corps (The “Magnificent Bastards”). This includes all personnel having been attached 
or assigned to the Battalion during its inception in 1911. Others may join as discussed in the Association Bylaws.

All images were collected from various members or other organizations to share with no copyright infringement intended

Copyright © 2022 2/4 Association, Inc. All rights reserved.

2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association, Inc.
The Magnificent Bastards

website: https://www.2-4association.org/

Donations can be made through the website. Major credit cards and PayPal accepted.

https://www.2-4association.org/
https://www.2-4association.org/

