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DEAR MAGNIFICENT BASTARDS,

Our Association continues to grow 
thanks to your involvement over the 
past several years. We have enjoyed 
connecting over a thousand new 
members that come from the wars 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Vietnam. 
The network and legacy that has 
been created since 1989 is yours to 
enjoy — but we need your help.

Call to Action
We need member support. Go online 
today and make a small monthly, 
or one-time, contribution to YOUR 
Association. For less than a tank of 
gas, your contribution will enable 
the 2/4 Association to continue 
to provide Leadership Awards for 
our active-duty warriors, and help 
cover our administrative costs.

Additionally, volunteers are needed to 
step-up and serve our board and staff 
of directors. Nominations are being 
taken soon for new positions on the 
2/4 Association Board and Staff. It’s 
time for a new infusion of leadership, 
ideas, and energy so we continue to 
build on this foundation of greatness.

The 2/4 Association was originally 
established as a 20-Year-Anniversary 
for the Battle of Dai Do, Vietnam and 
it is hard to believe that we are now 

on the cusp of the 20th Anniversary 
of the Battle of Ramadi. We need 
our Afghanistan and Iraq Veterans to 
now take the mantle of responsibility 
and continue to lead this great 
organization. There are plenty of ways 
that you can support through your 
individual areas of expertise — but you 
must make a small sacrifice of your 
time to give back and continue to lead.

Since assuming the duties as President 
of the 2/4 Association over five years 

	• President’s Message

	• Commanding Officer’s Message

	• Bastards Canteen Visit

	• Letter from the Secretary

	• Remembrance

	• Veterans Crisis Line

	• Replacement Plaque

	• Missing Members

	• History - Veterans Chronicles

	• 2/4 Reunion - 2023

President
Scott
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Click to Donate

https://www.2-4association.org/
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/
https://www.2-4association.org/membership/donate/
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ago, I’m proud to have been part 
of our team’s accomplishments:

•	 Increased standing membership 
from 450 to over 1500 members

•	 Reinstated 501(c)19 status 
and tax exemption

•	 Conducted 4 reunions 
through challenging times

•	 Connected over 1000 
new veterans

•	 Presented 2/4 Annual 
Leadership Awards to 25 
active-duty members

•	 Resurfaced and updated the 
2/4 Association website

•	 Increased social media awareness 
on multiple platforms

•	 Established the association as 
a managed organization for 
continuity and longevity

Now, I ask my fellow Magnificent 
Bastards to take action and get 
involved so this organization 
continues to thrive for our future 
generations of warfighters.•
Semper Fi,

Major Scott A. Huesing, USMC (Ret)

President 
2d Battalion, 4th Marines Association
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COMMANDING OFFICER’S   
	 MESSAGE	

LtCol
Jared

Reddinger

in combat skills. While the training 
takes priority, there’s always an 
opportunity for the Marines and Sailors 
to participate in cultural exchanges 
and warrior nights that allow for quite 
a bit of fun. This is the “relationships” 
part of our job. Of course, it would be 
rude for the Magnificent Bastards to 
refuse a beer from our partners in the 
region. This is why we call it sacrifice. 
As you can imagine, the Marines and 
Sailors are having a great time.

For the second half of the deployment, 
we’re going to be engaged in larger 
exercises. We’ve just completed our 
first major bilateral training event, 
Exercise Cobra Gold. During Cobra 
Gold, we were able to get the entire 
BLT ashore for training. This included 
jungle survival, patrolling, combat 
marksmanship, and reinforced platoon 
live-fire attacks. It proved to be an 
awesome time for all. The Marines 

MAGNIFICENT BASTARDS, FRIENDS, 
AND FAMILY,

The Magnificent Bastards have been 
deployed for over four months now 
to the Indo-Pacific area of operations, 
and they’ve been performing 
extraordinarily well. They’ve had 
opportunities to sustain their skills and 
conduct bilateral training exercises in 
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Timor-
Leste, and Thailand. They’ll have plenty 
of stories to tell when they return, 

ranging from conducting live-fire in 
Thailand to meeting engagements 
with wild elephants on patrol in Sri 
Lanka. Through all this training, the 
Marines and Sailors have been doing 
their part to build relationships in the 
region, enhance maritime security, and 
help to ensure a free and open Indo-
Pacific.

The first half of the deployment was 
riddled with smaller events called 
“Cooperation Afloat Readiness and 
Training” exercises or CARATs. These 
were opportunities for the Marines and 
Sailors to develop, strengthen, and 
build upon relationships with partners 
in the region who ordinarily don’t 
get an opportunity to participate in 
some of the larger bi-lateral exercises. 
These CARATs saw smaller elements 
of the Battalion Landing Team (BLT) 
going ashore at the request of these 
countries to help train their militaries 

Marines from Fox Company and Bastard 6 on a live fire and movement range in Thailand.  Korean Marines can be seen in the background.
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and Sailors relished in the opportunity 
to get off the ships for an extended 
period to do their jobs. Everyone got 
to train, and everyone got to spend 
some time enjoying Thailand. For 
those of you who’ve been there, you 
know that Thailand is a place every 
young Marine and Sailor should 
experience.

We’re now on our way to our next 
major exercise. For operational 
security reasons, I can’t divulge the 
location, but I can assure you that 
the Marines and Sailors are ready to 
perform. We’ve got at least two more 
of these events, and then we should 
be on our way back to Southern 
California. Overall, it has been an 
awesome deployment. If all goes to 
plan, they’ll be ready to come home. 
As always, we serve as the crisis 
response force for this region, so our 
return date is largely dependent upon 
the stability of the region. As long 
as everyone keeps things civil, the 
Marines and Sailors will return on time. 

If not, the Magnificent Bastards will be 
prepared to put things back in order.

I thank you all for your continued 
support to this battalion and its 
Marines and Sailors. Please know 
that they serve their country with a 
happy heart, and are always ready 
to do whatever it takes to advance 
our national interest. They take their 
jobs seriously, and know that they 
represent something far greater than 
just themselves. We look forward to 
coming home having done our part to 
ensure the stability of the region and 
deter our adversaries.•
Semper Fidelis,

LtCol Jared Reddinger
 

Jared Reddinger

Lieutenant Colonel, USMC 
Commanding Officer 
2d Battalion 4th Marines 
Bastard 6

Bastard Scout Snipers zeroing their rifles prior to training with the Thai Marine Corps.

Bastards learning about snakes 
during Jungle Survival training.

https://www.2-4association.org/
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TRIP TO BASTARDS CANTEEN 
TEMECULA, CA

On the 5th of March, I was honored to 
be the guest speaker at the Bastards 
Canteen in Temecula, CA. We were there 
to honor our fallen members of 2/4 from 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation 
Enduring Freedom, and the Vietnam Era. 
There were several Blue Star Families 
and Veterans in attendance, along with 
Becky Valdez. It was truly an honor to 
meet Nick, the owner and operator of the 
Bastards Canteen, who hosted the event.

General Weise and General Livingston 
sent emails of condolences that were 
passed on to the attendees. I also invited 
them to join the 2/4 Association and to 
join us in Fort Lauderdale on September 
14—16, 2023 for the 2/4 Association 
Reunion.•
Joseph “Pete” Gannon

Vice President 
2d Battalion, 4th Marines Association

BASTARDS CANTEEN VISIT

Established in 2012, Bastards is in respect of those who have served in the finest infantry unit of the United States Marine Corps, 2nd 
Battalion 4th Marines nicknamed “Magnificent Bastards”, and for the courageous Corpsmen of the United States Navy who care or 
have cared for them.

Bastards Canteen takes pride in serving 
great food, hand-crafted cocktails, beers 
on tap, live entertainment, and ultimately 
a HOME for our veteran community. 

BASTARDS TEMECULA

Pete with Nick, the 
owner and operator of 
the Bastards Canteen
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  2/4 ASSOCIATION
LETTER FROM THE 
SECRETARY OF THE  
2/4 MARINES ASSOCIATION
Dear Members,

This past year, the Association 
welcomed 26 new members and, sadly, 
had to say goodbye to 6 members who 
took their place in formation guarding 
the streets of Heaven. Our Association 
now has 1719 members. Just over 4 
years ago, we had 516 members.

It is almost time for the Election of 
Officers for President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and One Director. Around 
the 1st of April, an email blast will be 
sent to all members with a form to be 
filled out by any member that would 
be interested in being considered for 
any of these offices. Between 1 May 
& 7 May 2023, after the candidates 
have been determined, ballots will be 
sent via Email Blast and USPS to be 
returned no later than 7 June 2023. 
At the Reunion in Ft. Lauderdale 14-16 
September 2023, the new officers will 
be inducted at the Annual Business 
Meeting. If you have wanted to take 
a more active part in the Association, 
I would encourage you to take this 
opportunity to do so, especially, 
the post Vietnam era Marines. I’m 
almost 77 and we need you younger 
warriors to take the Association into 
the future and carry on our legacy 
while forging your own legacy.

This Association has been extremely 
meaningful to us old salts and could 
be even more meaningful with the 
leadership of you younger Bastards. 
I envision that our Association can 
be of a greater benefit to the Active 
Duty Battalion, former 2/4 Marines 

and families, our Gold Star Families, 
and those in need. However, since we 
are a free Association, we depend 
on donations to operate. I strongly 
encourage each member to make a 
monthly, or at the very least, a once 
a year donation to the Association 
so that we can fund programs that 
will benefit all of our Marine family, 
whether 2/4 or other Marine causes. 
Just imagine if each member made a 
reoccurring donation of $25 a month, 
which would equal $42,975 a month 
or $515,700 a year. I know that not 
everyone can do this. However, even 
if only 100 members contribute $25 a 
month, this would be $2,500 a month 
or $30,000 a year and we could help 
so many Marines and their families. All 
contributions are fully tax deductible. 
Never forget that as Marines, we are 
Semper Fidelis, Always Faithful.

I have great faith in you younger 
Magnificent Bastards and all of our 
members and I will be available to 
help and encourage your endeavors 
in any way that I can. I trust that 
you will rise to the challenge. •
Per Mare, Per Terram, and I remain 
Semper Fidelis,

Manuel Travassos
Manuel G. Travassos
Secretary,  
2d Battalion, 4th Marines Association

Sgt USMC (Ret.) 
Echo – 2nd Plt., Republic of Vietnam 
16 Jan 1967 – 28 Aug 1967
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REMEMBRANCE  

CPL PATRICK “PAT” BURNS

Pat was in the Marine Corps during the 
Vietnam War and has three Purple Hearts 
and the Bronze Star with letter V for valor 
in combat. He was a member of the 2nd 
Battalion 4th Marine Association,” The 
Magnificent Bastards”. He was their Sergeant-
at-Arms. He enjoyed going to reunions every 
year to be with his Marine brothers.

Rank First Name MI Last Name Unit Date Deceased War/Conflict Remarks

Cpl Roy A Carpenter Golf - 3rd Plt 01/19/21 Vietnam  

Sgt Richard "Dick" L Tonucci Hotel 06/02/22 Vietnam  

Cpl E "Michael" M Helms Echo 01/07/22 Vietnam Author of "Proud Bastard"

 Kenneth  Jerabek
Us Army 106th 
Signal Corps

11/15/22  Gold Star Dad

Sgt James H Stahl
H&S, Bravo - 4th 
Plt  Amtracs

 01/??/23 Vietnam  

Cpl Patrick "Pat" J Burns Fox 03/05/23 Vietnam 2/4 Association Sergeant-At-Arms 

Deceased 2/4 Association Members & Spouses Reported Since Reunion in San Clemente, CA - 3 April 2022

https://www.lewisfuneralhomes.net/obituaries/Patrick-John-Burns?obId=27434494#/celebrationWall
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN  
I CONTACT THE VETERANS 
CRISIS LINE?
When you call, chat, or text the 
Veterans Crisis Line, one of our trained 
responders will help you through 
any personal crisis, even if it does 
not involve thoughts of suicide. You 
decide how much you want to share 
— we’re here to listen and to help.

If you are in danger — or the Veteran 
or Service member you’re concerned 
about is in danger — the responder 
will work to make sure everyone is 
safe. The responder will help you 
get through the crisis and then 
help you connect with the services 
you need, either from your local 
VA medical center or elsewhere in 
your community. If you decide to 
share your contact information, the 
Suicide Prevention Coordinator at 
the nearest VA medical center will 
contact you by the next business day.

If you — or the Veteran or Service 
member you are concerned about 
— are in crisis but not at imminent 
risk for injury or suicide, then the 
responder will listen, offer support, 
and help you make a plan to stay safe.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I CALL THE 
VETERANS CRISIS LINE?

Dial 1-800-273-8255. You 
will hear this recording:

“You have reached the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline, also servicing 
the Veterans Crisis Line. If you are in 
emotional distress or suicidal crisis 
or are concerned about someone 
who might be, we’re here to help. 
Please remain on the line while we 
route your call to the nearest crisis 
center in our network. Attention: If 
you are a U.S. Military Veteran or 
current Service Member or are calling 
about one, please Press 1 now to 
speak with the Veterans Crisis Line.”

Press 1. There will be a brief pause 
while the call is routed to the 
Veterans Crisis Line. A responder 
specially trained to support 
Veterans and Service members 
will answer your call and provide 
the support described above.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I TEXT THE 
VETERANS CRISIS LINE?

Send a text to 838255. You can say 
as much or as little as you like to 

get the conversation started. You 
will receive a text back that reads:

“VA Crisis Center: I’m here to help. 
If in danger, call 911. For more 
info, call 800-273-8255. (Press 
1). Please keep msgs under 160 
characters. STOP to cancel.”

You may text STOP at any time to end 
the conversation. If you do, you will 
receive this free message in response:

“Free Msg: VA Crisis Center: You have 
successfully unsubscribed and will 
receive no more messages. More info 
email VHA.SuicideHotlineStaff@va.gov. 
Conversation ended, this text dialogue 
has been deleted. For more help, 
call 1-800-273-8255 and press 1.”

HOW DO I CHAT ONLINE?

Go to VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat.

Read the chat terms of 
service. Please note:

The Veterans Crisis Line does not 
collect personally identifiable 
information unless you provide that 
information to the responder.

Security controls, including encryption 
and authentication, are in place 
to protect your information.

Any contractors acting on behalf of VA in 
administering the Veterans chat service 
are subject to the same legal requirements 
VA follows for maintaining the privacy 
and security of your information.

Check the box next to “I agree to 
the Terms of Service” and click the 
button to start your confidential chat.

A new screen will appear, asking for 
your first name or a nickname so the 
responder knows how to address 
you. Click “Send” to start the chat. 
A chat box will appear with either a 
responder ready to chat or a window 
letting you know that someone will be 
right with you. A responder will reply 
to your message immediately and 
provide the support described above.

AFTER THE CALL

Support doesn’t end with your 
conversation. Our responders can 
put you in touch with local resources 
after your call, chat, or text. •
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Colonel Joseph R. “Bull” Fisher Leadership Award replacement plaque.
Mark A. Sperling - Deployment Readiness Coordinator

Posted by William (Bill) Rittenhouse

I was a member of Echo 2/4 in Vietnam for about 5 weeks. Looking for Marines who 
might have been there in early October-November 1969.

Email: writtenhouse27mar@gmail.com

Posted by Andy Sheltone

Son Looking for 2/4 Marines Who Knew Roy Shelton, XO from 1978-1979. He passed 
away almost two years ago. Would like to know if anyone has memories of him.

Email: sheltonandy34@gmail.com

Posted by Sgt Erle Mutz

I am hoping that someone may have the whereabouts of Casey Jones. He was my 
squad leader on Con Thien in Aug of 1967, when I first joined Graveyard Golf. I have 
been looking for him (and/or Wayne Evans – my fire team leader) to thank them for 
teaching me their knowledge and saving my life, during my tour.

Email: erlekath@optonline.net

2/4 Missing Members

mailto:writtenhouse27mar%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sheltonandy34%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:erlekath%40optonline.net?subject=
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  HISTORY

James E. Livingston was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 
June 1962, following graduation from Auburn University. Early 
assignments included service as a Platoon Commander, Intelligence 
Officer, and as a Recruit Training Regiment Series Commander.

Promoted to Captain in June 1966, General Livingston served 
as the Commanding Officer of the Marine detachment 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS Wasp, before joining the 3rd 
Marine Division in the Republic of Vietnam in August 1967.

On May 2, 1968, while serving as Commanding Officer, 
Company E, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, Livingston 
distinguished himself above and beyond the call of duty in 
action against enemy forces during the Battle of Dai Do. His 
actions that day would lead to him being awarded the Medal 
of Honor by President Richard Nixon on May 14, 1970.

James E. Livingston would serve on active duty in 
his beloved Marine Corps for over 33 years before 
retiring as a Major General on September 1, 1995.

Interview recorded on November 5, 2022
Hosted by Greg Corombos

VETERANS 
CHRONICLES

Video Link

The mission of the American Veterans Center is to guard 
the legacies and honor the sacrifices of all American 
veterans. Through oral history preservation, educational 
programs and civic events, we pass their stories on to 
the next generation so that they are never forgotten.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhZDTzNEbRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhZDTzNEbRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhZDTzNEbRc
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2/4 REUNION  2/4 ASSOCIATION OF 
MARINES 2023 REUNION IN 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL

The 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines 
Association will hold its annual 
reunion September 14-16, 2023. It 
will take place in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida on the beach. We will enjoy a 
narrated sightseeing cruise down the 
waterways of Fort Lauderdale aboard 
the world famous Jungle Queen 
Riverboat. A Tropical Isle Dinner and 
Show will also be included. Fun for all.

Another scheduled event will be 
the Sunset Service on the Beach 
to honor those that have passed.

There are also many other activities 
available for you to consider, including: 

Deep sea fishing trips, 
snorkeling, sunset 
cruises on sailboats, 
outlet shopping at the 
1-mile long Sawgrass 
Shopping Mall and the 
boutiques on Las Olas 
Blvd., or airboat rides 
in the Everglades.

There is also a water 
taxi service that will 
take you by waterway 
to restaurants, bars, 

and shopping areas – no driving 
or traffic to deal with. You may 
prefer to ride the beach trollies that 

travel north and south along Fort 
Lauderdale Beach free of charge or 
those that link to Las Olas at a small 
charge. With all of the transportation 
available, you will not need to 
rent a car or pay parking fees.

I have 
ordered 
good 
weather – 
warm and 
humid; 
hopefully, 
it will 
cooperate. 
No jackets 
are required, 
just shorts 
and 2/4 

shirts. So pack light. Our events will 
be casual and fun. However, hats, 
sunglasses and sun block are required, 
especially if you plan to relax on the 
beach or around the pool area. Florida 
sun can be hot, even if it is cloudy!

The hotel will be announced soon. 
We are currently making final 
arrangements for the hotel choice from 
those that are close to the airport and 
within 50-100 yards from the beach.

Plan to have lots of fun!!

Pete Gannon
Vice President 
2d Battalion, 4th Marines Association

https://www.2-4association.org/
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2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association, Inc.
The Magnificent Bastards

website: https://www.2-4association.org/

Donations can be made through the website. Major credit cards and PayPal accepted.

Please help us to continue providing information, 
support and camaraderie to our members and 
future members of the 2/4 Association family.

Click to Donate

https://www.2-4association.org/
https://www.2-4association.org/
https://www.2-4association.org/membership/donate/

