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MARINES OF 2nd BATTALION 4th MARINES,

It is truly an honor to have been 
elected as president of the best Marine 
organization in the world.

As I look back at our history and 
recognize the leaders in the Marine 
Corps and the thousands of successful 
business men and women with careers 
that were started by Honor, Loyalty, and 
Discipline learned in their Marine Corps 
career.

I would like to thank Scott for his 
leadership over the last several years.

As we move forward, we must 
remember the past and what was 
sacrificed for us to be fortunate to 
enjoy the freedoms that we have.

We will celebrate the lives of those 
that no longer are with us at the 
remembrance ceremony in Fort 
Lauderdale at the reunion during the 
Sunset Memorial on September 15th 
please plan to join us.

As I travel around the country and as 
a volunteer at the VA, I meet several 
members from the Marines and all of 
them respect Second Battalion 4th 
Marines as a Magnificent Bastards 
world renowned.

As I look to the future I am requesting 
all ideas and changes that will make us 
better and bigger in the future.

Looking forward to a new year and 
meeting a lot of the Marines across the 
country.•
Semper Fi,

Joseph “Pete” Gannon

President 
2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association
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2/4 Fox Co. Weapons and ROK Marines training together on the 13th MEU in 2023. 

2/4 Fox Co. Guns while training in Hawaii recently with the 13th MEU.
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MARINES LEFT WITHOUT A 
CONFIRMED COMMANDANT 
FOR 1ST TIME SINCE 1910
By Irene Loewenson and Megan Eckstein 
Monday, Jul 10

MARINE BARRACKS WASHINGTON — A 
Monday morning ceremony marking the 
end of Gen. David Berger’s four years 
as commandant involved all the usual 
trappings.

It had the music and marching onto the 
Marine Barracks Washington parade field, 
the passing of the Corps’ official battle 
colors, and the reading of Berger’s orders 
to relinquish command and retire.

But  as  Berger  passed the colors  to 
Assistant Commandant Gen. Eric Smith, 
the ceremony’s narrator did not read orders 
for Smith to take command of the service. 
And the “Home of the Commandants,” the 
nearly 220-year-old white house at the 
end of the parade field, will sit empty upon 
Berger’s departure.

For the first time since 1910, there is no 
Senate-confirmed commandant of the 
Marine Corps at the helm of the service.

While Smith and his wife, Trish, won’t be 
moving their boxes into the house quite 
yet, he will have the powers of a confirmed 
Marine commandant.

“To make sure that there is no confusion: 
All orders, directives and guidance in effect 
this morning remain in effect, unless I direct 
otherwise,” Smith told the crowd attending 

Berger’s retirement ceremony. “Further 
guidance to the force will follow.”

Federal law required Berger to step down 
Monday, four years after he became 
commandant.

Berger, who has been a Marine since 1981, 
has said he plans to spend time at the 
family farm with his wife, Donna, as well as 
with his four sons and his grandchildren, 
before deciding what work may come next.

The lack of Senate confirmation means 
Smith, who was nominated in May to 
become the 39th commandant, will perform 
the duties of the No. 1 and No. 2 Marines 
simultaneously, without a set person to 
whom he can delegate tasks.

The White House hasn’t yet nominated the 
next assistant commandant, who also would 
be subject to the hold on nominations by 
Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-Alabama.

Tuberville has single-handedly blocked 
hundreds of general-officer promotions 
in protest of a Pentagon policy that gives 
troops leave and travel expenses to help 
them access out-of-state abortions. Neither 
the Pentagon nor Tuberville shows signs of 
backing down.

T h e  S e n a te  d o e s  h ave  a  p o s s i b l e 
workaround: voting on individual nominees 
one by one,  rather  than re ly ing on 
unanimous consent of senators to speed 
them through in batches. But that would 
require several weeks of Senate floor time 
for the five nominees for the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff alone, Defense News previously 
reported.

In the role of acting commandant, Smith 
told reporters June 29, he also won’t be 
able to release the planning guidance, 
which lays out the commandant’s strategic 
vision for the Corps.

Berger’s planning guidance, from 2019, 
played an important role in the service’s 
past four years by setting the stage for 
Force Design 2030 — the 2020 plan to 
prepare the Marine Corps for conflict with 
a technologically sophisticated peer like the 
Chinese military.

“I can give guidance to the force as the 
acting commandant, but it does not carry 
the same weight, quite, as commandants’ 
planning guidance,” Smith said.

Until Smith gets confirmed, he will still be 
called “assistant commandant of the Marine 
Corps,” or “ACMC” (pronounced “ACK-
mack”) for short, he emphasized Monday 
during his remarks at the ceremony.

“That is my title, and one that I’m proud of,” 
Smith said. “You can also say ‘Devil Dog,’ 
‘leatherneck,’ ‘Marine’ or ‘Trish’s husband.’ 
I respond to all — probably most proud of 
the last.”

Smith said after the ceremony that he is 
the first acting commandant since 1910, 
when Maj. Gen. George Elliott aged out of 
the job and the Marine Corps did not have a 
replacement ready. Maj. Gen. William Biddle 
became commandant three months later.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, who 
presided over the ceremony, and Berger 
both called for the Senate to confirm the 
next commandant, though they didn’t call 
out Tuberville by name.

“Smooth  and  t ime ly  t rans i t ions  o f 
confirmed leadership are central to the 
defense of the United States, and to the full 
strength of the most powerful fighting force 
in history,” Austin said in a speech on the 
barrack’s parade field.

“I’m with you, Mr. Secretary,” Berger said 
in a speech that followed. “We need the 
Senate to do their job so we can have 
a sitting commandant that’s appointed 
and confirmed. We need that house to be 
occupied.”

Read the full article here 
Marine Corps Times

https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2023/07/10/the-corps-is-without-a-confirmed-top-marine-for-the-1st-time-since-1910/
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GENERAL GRAY’S 95TH BIRTHDAY

Some of the generals and SES’s who attended General Gray’s 95th birthday celebration.  
Semper Fidelis, Fred Mccorkle

Raymond Del Rio and some of his recruits were honored at Dodgers Stadium 5/29/23 
Military Appreciation Day

Video Link

Photos Link

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOLZwBmaCYRj9RLOh7lovfL9w_SHVbaqcPMkY_iZV79hVW2rOZc1RoSugVSmHwkLQ/photo/AF1QipOnclZRGRZSxZY4Kz9zWx6R0ButPDIkiY8Tost0?key=UVMxYkdoMm9BVnc0WGRrb01HUnZrTGo4NEFWNFNR
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Z53hPSTAa2XMtJPw5
https://www.2-4association.org/
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  BASTARD AWARDS CEREMONY
Congratulations to the awardees at 
the 2/4 Association Bastards Award 
Ceremony.

1stLt Nathanial Jones - Bull Fisher 
Award

SSgt Steven Dawson - SgtMaj Joseph 
Ellis Leadership Award

Sgt Sifredo Garcia - SgtMaj John “Big 
John” Malnar Leasership Award

HM3 Alex Burns - Doc Gorsage 
Leadership Award

LCpl Kevin Patterson - Foster, Paul, and 
Barker Award

We thank Scott Huesing, Ray Del 
Rio, and Frank Valdez and the 2/4 
Association for their continued support 
and presenting the awards. We also 
thank BGen Weise and MGen Livingston 
for sharing a few comments with the 
awardees after the presentations.
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN  
I CONTACT THE VETERANS 
CRISIS LINE?
When you call, chat, or text the 
Veterans Crisis Line, one of our trained 
responders will help you through 
any personal crisis, even if it does 
not involve thoughts of suicide. You 
decide how much you want to share 
— we’re here to listen and to help.

If you are in danger — or the Veteran 
or Service member you’re concerned 
about is in danger — the responder 
will work to make sure everyone is 
safe. The responder will help you 
get through the crisis and then 
help you connect with the services 
you need, either from your local 
VA medical center or elsewhere in 
your community. If you decide to 
share your contact information, the 
Suicide Prevention Coordinator at 
the nearest VA medical center will 
contact you by the next business day.

If you — or the Veteran or Service 
member you are concerned about 
— are in crisis but not at imminent 
risk for injury or suicide, then the 
responder will listen, offer support, 
and help you make a plan to stay safe.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I CALL THE 
VETERANS CRISIS LINE?

Dial 1-800-273-8255. You 
will hear this recording:

“You have reached the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline, also servicing 
the Veterans Crisis Line. If you are in 
emotional distress or suicidal crisis 
or are concerned about someone 
who might be, we’re here to help. 
Please remain on the line while we 
route your call to the nearest crisis 
center in our network. Attention: If 
you are a U.S. Military Veteran or 
current Service Member or are calling 
about one, please Press 1 now to 
speak with the Veterans Crisis Line.”

Press 1. There will be a brief pause 
while the call is routed to the 
Veterans Crisis Line. A responder 
specially trained to support 
Veterans and Service members 
will answer your call and provide 
the support described above.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I TEXT THE 
VETERANS CRISIS LINE?

Send a text to 838255. You can say 
as much or as little as you like to 

get the conversation started. You 
will receive a text back that reads:

“VA Crisis Center: I’m here to help. 
If in danger, call 911. For more 
info, call 800-273-8255. (Press 
1). Please keep msgs under 160 
characters. STOP to cancel.”

You may text STOP at any time to end 
the conversation. If you do, you will 
receive this free message in response:

“Free Msg: VA Crisis Center: You have 
successfully unsubscribed and will 
receive no more messages. More info 
email VHA.SuicideHotlineStaff@va.gov. 
Conversation ended, this text dialogue 
has been deleted. For more help, 
call 1-800-273-8255 and press 1.”

HOW DO I CHAT ONLINE?

Go to VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat.

Read the chat terms of 
service. Please note:

The Veterans Crisis Line does not 
collect personally identifiable 
information unless you provide that 
information to the responder.

Security controls, including encryption 
and authentication, are in place 
to protect your information.

Any contractors acting on behalf of VA in 
administering the Veterans chat service 
are subject to the same legal requirements 
VA follows for maintaining the privacy 
and security of your information.

Check the box next to “I agree to 
the Terms of Service” and click the 
button to start your confidential chat.

A new screen will appear, asking for 
your first name or a nickname so the 
responder knows how to address 
you. Click “Send” to start the chat. 
A chat box will appear with either a 
responder ready to chat or a window 
letting you know that someone will be 
right with you. A responder will reply 
to your message immediately and 
provide the support described above.

AFTER THE CALL

Support doesn’t end with your 
conversation. Our responders can 
put you in touch with local resources 
after your call, chat, or text. •
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REMEMBRANCE  
VIC TAYLOR

At 10:00 on 11 September 2023 LtCol 
Vic Taylor USMC (Ret) will be interred at 
Quantico National Cemetery. A reception 
will follow at the National Museum of the 
Marine Corps immediately following.

FOR FRIENDS OF VIC TAYLOR
INTERMENT

The interment will take place at 
the Columbarium in the Quantico 
Cemetery — entrance at 18424 Joplin 
Rd. Triangle, VA. Signs will direct 
attendees to the Columbarium (on 
Thomas Jefferson Road). As parking 
on the side of the road is routine for 
interments, you should plan to have 
to walk to the site. Depending on 
the size of the crowd, it may take 
some time. A hearse will arrive at 
the Columbarium where a tent will 
be erected for a brief ceremony. A 
Marine honor detail will transport the 
urn carrying the cremains to the tent 
where the American flag will be folded 
and presented. Expect brief remarks 
by a Navy chaplain, and the chaplain 

of the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines,”the 
Magnificent Bastards” Association 
(the unit in which Vic Taylor was 
awarded the Silver Star for actions in 
the Battle of Dai Do). A rifle salute will 
follow as will the playing of “Taps.”

RECEPTION/CELEBRATION OF LIFE

The reception will take place at the 
Museum [1775 Semper Fidelis Way, 
Triangle, VA 22172] immediately 
following the interment. For those 
who will only attend the reception, the 
Museum will accommodate attendees 
starting at 10:45. Parking, including 
handicap parking, is plentiful. The 
reception will take place on the 2d 
level in the Medal of Honor lobby. 
There will be some time for casual 
interaction and light hors d’oeuvres 
and refreshments first, and the 
Museum will provide both round and 
cocktail tables for seating of guests. 
At 11:30, there will be a short period of 
remarks about Vic Taylor from several 
speakers who knew him well during 
various periods of his extraordinary 
life. After the remarks, additional 
hot food items will be available and 
attendees are encouraged to mix. 
The reception will conclude at 2:00.

HOTELS

For those traveling from out of the 
area of Quantico, there are many 
hotels in the area. The Courtyard 
Marriott in Triangle (275 Corporate 
Drive, Stafford, Va 22554 (703) 221-
6293) has offered a limited number 
of rooms at a substantially reduced 
rate —Book Your Group/Corporate 
Rate | Marriott International.

https://www.lewisfuneralhomes.net/obituaries/Patrick-John-Burns?obId=27434494#/celebrationWall
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2/4 REUNION  2/4 ASSOCIATION OF 
MARINES 2023 REUNION IN 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL

Are you ready, for the great reunion. 
We are looking forward to seeing 
everyone at the Fort Lauderdale 
reunion September 14-16, 2023.

The Host Hotel (B Ocean) is on South 
End of the Fort Lauderdale Beach. 
Across the street is the world famous 
Bahia Mar Marina with boats from 
20 to 200 ft. There’s also several 
deep sea fishing charter boats for 
half day Charter, the Freedom Boat 
Club also across the street has 30, 
20–22 ft sport cruising boats.

Saturday night we will be boarding 
the world famous Jungle Queen for 
cruise up the river to see the 
multi million dollar homes and 
to watch entertainment and to 
enjoy all you can eat dinner. We 
will also see alligators and other 
exotic animals. There’s plenty of 
time to enjoy the beach, to jump 
on a trolley and go shopping.

The beaches less 
than 50 yards from 
the hotel they’ll 
be a barbecue 
on the beach on 
Friday night and 
a remembrance 
ceremony at sunset 

to remember all those that have gone 
before us and made our lives better.

We will be pre-ordering polo shirts and 
hats with the 2/4 logo embroidered 
above the left breast. Red Hats are also 
embroidered and must be ordered.

Hotel reservations are under the 
2/4 Magnificent Bastards name. The 
airport is 5 Mi away so don’t rent a car, 
use Uber or Lyft to get to the hotel is 
the easiest. You will most likely not 
need a vehicle due to the trolley that 
takes you to restaurants and shopping 
areas or the water taxi it takes you to 

restaurants shopping and bars along 
the Intracoastal, no driving necessary.

Keep it simple, we’re going to have a 
great time we will be having a business 
meeting on Friday afternoon. We 
will have the swearing in of the new 
board members and discuss the 2024 
reunion and other new business for 
the following year. We also will have 
a financial report and any ideas to 
increase income during that meeting.

The meeting will not take long as I 
get right to the point and we’re there 
to have fun and enjoy each other.

Can’t wait to see everybody at the 
reunion. Make your reservations 
now before they run out of rooms.

We have canceled all hurricanes 
during this time period.

If you need anything feel free to 
call me, text, or email me. If I don’t 
answer feel free to contact me again.

Semper Fi,

Pete Gannon
President 
2d Battalion, 4th Marines Association
 
Diverplus@aol.com 
(954) 648-7887
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2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association, Inc.
The Magnificent Bastards

website: https://www.2-4association.org/

Donations can be made through the website. Major credit cards and PayPal accepted.

Please help us to continue providing information, 
support and camaraderie to our members and 
future members of the 2/4 Association family.

Click to Donate

https://www.2-4association.org/
https://www.2-4association.org/
https://www.2-4association.org/membership/donate/

