
The Sea Horse
2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association, Inc.

T h e  M a g n i f i c e n t  B a s t a r d s

Issue Date: 11 Dec 2023

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President:
Joseph “Pete” Gannon
diverplus@aol.com

Vice President:
Joseph C. Hayes
jchayes83@hotmail.com

Secretary:
Jeffery L. Dancker
magbashistory@gmail.com

Treasurer:
David Capizzi
capizzida1@gmail.com

Director:
Benjamin A. Turner
bturner.9999@gmail.com

Director:
Skyler Barker
skyler.je.barker@gmail.com

Immediate Past President:
Scott A. Huesing
scott@echogroupconsulting.com

STAFF
Sgt-At-Arms:
TBD

Chaplain:
Frank Valdez
valcone@hotmail.com

Battalion Historian:
Ret BGen William Weise
wweise2@gmail.com

Membership Chairman:
Manuel Travassos
mgtravassos@comast.net

Web Sergeant:
Brooks Wilson
brooks@adanceoflight.com

Web Mistress:
Kristen Day
kristen@avisualbusiness.com

Newsletter Editor:
Becky Valdez
fxala@hotmail.com

Newsletter Designer:
Michael Smith
designidea@hotmail.com

2/4 Liaison Officer:
Phillip Skaggs
skaggs99@sbcglobal.net

CONTENTS/EVENTS

GREETINGS MARINES,

I would like to recap the reunion held 
in Fort Lauderdale on September 14th, 
15th and 16th. We had a great time and 
missed those members who could not 
make it for one reason or another.

We started the reunion enjoying the 
pool and the beach. The temperature 
was warm, but the day was perfect 
with no rain. The ocean was flat and 
perfect for swimming or just wading in 
the water. New shirts and hats with our 
logo were distributed. Friday night we 
all retreated outside the hotel to the 
picnic area where the local high school 
JROTC presented the colors to start 
off our picnic. Mission BBQ meals were 
served to everyone and afterward we 
gathered to remember those that were 
not with us anymore. Frank Valdez gave 
a nice talk and it was followed by taps 
playing in the background at sunset. 
Everyone really enjoyed being together 
at this event.

Saturday morning we gathered around 
the pool area and had our business 
meeting at 10:00 a.m. General Weise 
joined us on Zoom to greet everybody. 
The business meeting was started by 
swearing in Pete Gannon as President 
of the association and he, in turn, 
presented Scott Huesing and Manny 

Travassos with plaques for their years 
of service. The minutes will be in the 
newsletter. We then had a discussion 
about the 2024 reunion being held 
in Wisconsin. The group voted to 
entertain the motion to look at this and 
gather more information.

The days were filled with relaxation, 
shopping, and going to the beach or to 
the pool just yards away from the hotel. 
On Saturday, we all boarded the Jungle 
Queen for a dinner and sightseeing 
cruise along the inter coastal waterway. 
We visited a small island where we 

Continued...

	• President’s Message

	• M. Sperling Message

	• The Challenge Ahead

	• BGen Weise Update

	• Gen Livingston HOF  
Alabama Engineering

	• Marine Corps Times Article

	• Reunion Photos

	• Remembrance

	• Veterans Crisis Line

	• 2/4 Missing Members

	• Meeting Minutes & Financials

President
Pete

Gannon

Click to Donate

https://www.2-4association.org/
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GREETINGS MAGNIFICENT BASTARDS, 
FAMILIES, FRIENDS, AND SUPPORTERS,

No better way to end a very busy week 
but with a Bastards’ BBQ! Everyone 
had a great time eating delicious 
food and sharing a little comradery 
along the way. It is the simple things, 
like sharing a meal, that bring people 
together, especially Marines! There has 
been so much going on around here 
with Marine Corps Ball, Field Exercise, 
and Inspection preparations that it was 
gratifying and nice to see smiling faces 
all around. Even better was hearing 
the banter and joking around that only 
warriors recognize and appreciate. 
Kudos to all the Mess Marines for 
prepping, cooking, and serving most 
of the chow and for the SNCOs and 
officers who pitched in along the way.

Mark A. 
Sperling

enjoyed dinner and a variety show. 
We then cruised back to the dock 
by the hotel and retired to the hotel 
bar. Sunday was checkout day with 
everyone heading back to their homes, 
hopefully, with wonderful memories of 
a great reunion in Fort Lauderdale.

We will discuss the details of holding 
the 2024 reunion in Wisconsin as soon 
as we receive more information on 
times and dates. This information will 
be sent out to all members.

Thanks to all that made this year’s 
reunion a success. I would like to 
express a special thanks to Becky 
Valdez, Frank Valdez, Manny Travassos, 
and Kristen Day for their assistance.

I’m planning to hold a Zoom meeting 
for the Board of Directors every other 
month so we can stay in contact.

Please feel free to call me with any 
comments or concerns.•
Semper Fi,

Joseph “Pete” Gannon

President 
2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association

Next week is a very short week 
with the Ball and Veteran’s Day 
Liberty period so no BLAST next 
week. So, this BLAST is large and 
packed with all sorts of good 
information and opportunities. 
Please open and share with others.

If you need to make an emergency 
notification to your Marine/Sailor 
through the American Red Cross, 
please keep the following information 
handy and share it with other family 
members. Make sure you have as much 
information available and contact the 
Red Cross through the  
24/7 Emergency Call Center  
(877) 272-7337, the “Hero Care” 
App, and/or their website 

Stay connected with one another and 
I hope to see you at the Ball!•
Kind Regards,

Mark A. Sperling

Deployment Readiness Coordinator 
2nd Battalion 4th Marines

https://www.redcross.
org/get-help/military-
families/emergency-
communication.html

https://www.redcross.org/get-help/military-families/emergency-communication.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/military-families/emergency-communication.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/military-families/emergency-communication.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/military-families/emergency-communication.html
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CENTER FOR A NEW 
AMERICAN SECURITY
For registration questions, contact 
Molly Campbell at mcampbell@cnas.
org. For media inquiries, contact 
Alexa Whaley at awhaley@cnas.org.

The Center for a New American 
Security (CNAS) is an independent 
and bipartisan research institution 
that develops strong, pragmatic, 
and principled national security 
and defense policies. CNAS 
leads efforts to help inform and 
prepare the national security 
leaders of today and tomorrow.

VIRTUAL EVENT
General Eric M. Smith, 
39th Commandant of 
the U.S. Marine Corps

The Marine Corps is at a critical 
juncture as it redesigns the force 
to contend with the great power 
challenges it expects to face in 
the Indo-Pacific and Europe. As it 
implements force design changes over 
the next few years, the Marine Corps 
must continue to respond to global 
challenges. Campaigning, detailed in 
the recently published CNAS report 
Campaign of Denial: Strengthening 
Simultaneous Deterrence in the Indo-
Pacific and Europe, highlights one such 
way the Marine Corps can leverage 
its peacetime posture, exercises, and 
activities to enhance deterrence.

What is the way ahead for the U.S. 
Marine Corps? How will the service 
balance longer-term force redesign 
with the demands of current 
operations? The wide-ranging 
conversation with General Smith will 
focus on future of the Marine Corps 
and how it is campaigning globally.

Join the Center for a New American 
Security on Wednesday, November 1, 
from 9:00–10:00 AM ET for a virtual 
Mission Brief with General Eric M. 
Smith, 39th Commandant of the U.S. 
Marine Corps, hosted by Defense 
Program Senior Fellow Becca Wasser.

This conversation is part of the CNAS 
Mission Brief speaker series, which 
features deep-dive discussions with 
senior U.S. and allied military and 
civilian leaders on future defense 
strategy and force planning.

FEATURING:

General Eric M. Smith 
39th Commandant, United 
States Marine Corps

HOSTED BY:

Becca Wasser 
Senior Fellow, Defense Program

THE CHALLENGE AHEAD: CAMPAIGNING 
TO DETER GLOBAL THREATS
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STATE OF ALABAMA 
ENGINEERING HALL OF FAME

Gen. James E. Livingston has been 
selected to the Engineering Hall Of Fame.

Gen Livingston writes; please extend 
my deep thanks to President Roberts 
and President Taylor of the School of 
Engineering.

The induction ceremony is Feb. 24th, 
2024 at the Westin hotel in Huntsville, Al. 
The Westin’s number is (256) 428-2000.
You can also go to the website https://
engrhof.org/induction-ceremony and 
there is a reservation link. Cut off is Feb 
9th 2024.

Battalion Historian: 
Ret BGen William Weise

Dear family, comrades, and friends,

This email is being typed by my good friend, Victoria Rose, whom many of you 
know. I want you all to know that, by the grace of God, I’m doing well, although 
at 94 years of age, I’m not as fit as I used to be. I recently suffered a minor stroke 
that has affected my vision. I am receiving excellent medical and spiritual care. 
By the grace of God, I have many friends and dear relatives. Except for my visual 
impairment, I seem to be doing pretty well.

At this point in time, I am limited in answering your very welcome messages and 
phone calls. My grandson, Luke, will monitor my email and pass on any messages 
from you all. Luke’s email is afpilot1981@gmail.com and my daughter, Carol, can 
be emailed at clweise@yahoo.com.

I appreciate all your prayers and I love you all very much.

Semper Fi,
Bill Weise

https://engrhof.org/induction-ceremony
https://engrhof.org/induction-ceremony
mailto:afpilot1981@gmail.com
mailto:clweise@yahoo.com
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This image provided by the U.S. Marine Corps shows U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Gen. James Glynn 
speaking during the Wounded Warrior Regiment change of command at the National Museum of 
the Marine Corps in Triangle, Virginia, July 14, 2023. (Cpl. Mitchell Johnson/Marine Corps via AP)

PENTAGON RUSHES MARINE 
CORPS GENERAL, OTHER 
ADVISERS TO MIDDLE EAST
By Tara Copp and Aamer Madhani, The 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Pentagon has sent 
military advisers, including a Marine Corps general 
versed in urban warfare, to Israel to aid in its war 
planning and is speeding multiple sophisticated 
air defense systems to the Middle East days ahead 
of an anticipated ground assault into Gaza.

One of the officers leading the assistance 
is Marine Corps Lt. Gen. James Glynn, who 
previously helped lead special operations forces 
against the Islamic State and served in Fallujah, 
Iraq, during some of the most heated urban 
combat there, according to a U.S. official who was 
not authorized to discuss Glynn’s role and spoke 
on the condition of anonymity.

Glynn will also be advising on how to mitigate 
civilian casualties in urban warfare, the official 
said.

Israel is preparing a large-scale ground operation 
in an environment in which Hamas militants have 
had years to prepare tunnel networks and set 
traps throughout northern Gaza’s dense urban 
blocks. Glynn and the other military officers 
who are advising Israel “have experience that is 
appropriate to the sorts of operations that Israel is 
conducting,” National Security Council spokesman 
John Kirby said Monday.

The advisers will not be engaged in the fighting, 
the unidentified U.S. official said.

The military team is one of many fast-moving 
pieces the Pentagon is getting in place to try and 
prevent the already intense conflict between Israel 
and Hamas from becoming a wider war. It also is 
trying to protect U.S. personnel, who in the last 
few days have come under repeated attacks that 
the Pentagon has said were likely endorsed by 
Iran.

Kirby said Iran was “in some cases actively 
facilitating these attacks and spurring on others 
who may want to exploit the conflict for their own 
good, or for that of Iran. We know that Iran’s goal 
is to maintain some level of deniability here. But 
we’re not going to allow them to do that.”

The White House said President Joe Biden spoke 
with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on 
Monday to update him on “U.S. support for Israel 
and ongoing efforts at regional deterrence, to 
include new U.S. military deployments.”

On Monday, the U.S. military garrison at an-Tanf, 
Syria, came under attack again, this time by 
two drones. The drones were shot down and no 
injuries were reported. It was the latest episode of 
more than a half-dozen times in the last week that 
U.S. military locations in the Middle East had come 
under rocket or drone attack since a deadly blast 
at a Gaza hospital.

Thursday the Navy destroyer Carney shot 
down four land-attack cruise missiles launched 
from Yemen that the Pentagon has said were 
potentially headed toward Israel.

In response, over the weekend the Pentagon 
announced it was sending multiple Patriot missile 
defense system battalions and a Terminal High 
Altitude Area Defense system to the Middle 
East, as well as repositioning the Eisenhower 
strike group to the U.S. Central Command area 
of responsibility. The ship had previously been en 
route to the Eastern Mediterranean.

The shift means that the Navy will have a 
carrier strike group off the shore of Israel — the 
Ford carrier strike group — and another, the 
Eisenhower, potentially maneuvered to defend 
U.S. forces and Israel from the Red Sea or the Gulf 
of Oman.

“We’re going to continue to do what we need to 
do to protect and safeguard our forces and take 
all necessary measures,” Ryder said. “No one 
wants to see a wider regional conflict. But we will 
not hesitate to protect our forces.”

The U.S. also has advised Israeli officials to 
consider a delay in any ground assault, saying 
it would give more time to allow the U.S. to 
work with its regional partners to release more 
hostages, according to a U.S. official familiar with 
Biden administration thinking on the matter. The 
official, who requested anonymity to discuss the 
private discussions, said it was unclear how much 
the argument will “move the needle” on Israeli 
thinking.

The official noted that with the help of Qatar 
mediating with Hamas, the U.S. was able to win 
the release of two captives, Judith and Natalie 
Raanan. The process that led to their release — 
just two of more than 200 people in Israel who 
were taken hostage in the Oct. 7 attacks — started 
soon after the Hamas operation. The official 
noted arranging for the release of the Raanans 
took longer to come together than many people 
realized.

Asked during a brief exchange with reporters at 
the White House on Monday if the U.S. would be 
supportive of a ceasefire-for-hostage deal, Biden 
replied, “We should have those hostages released 
and then we can talk.”

During his phone call with Netanyahu, Biden also 
“reaffirmed his commitment to ongoing efforts to 
secure the release of all the remaining hostages 
taken by Hamas — including Americans — and 
to provide for safe passage for U.S. citizens and 
other civilians in Gaza,” the White House said.

The International Committee of the Red Cross 
said Monday that Hamas had released two more 
hostages. They were identified by Israeli media as 
Yocheved Lifshitz and Nurit Cooper of the Israeli 
kibbutz of Nir Oz.

Glynn’s assignment to Israel was first reported by 
Axios. •
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  REUNION PHOTOS

Beach BBQ

Carla Juneu and Becky Valdez

Pete Gannon conducting the 
business meeting by the pool

Outgoing President Scott Huesing
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Fashionista Bill Juneau

Business meeting by the pool

Gen Gary Brown

Bill Shipe
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  REUNION PHOTOS

ROTC Volunteer Color Guard

Memorial Service on the beach

Barbara and Manuel Travassos

Sherry Castle, Becky V, Scott 
Huesing, Mike Castle
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  REUNION PHOTOS

Aboard the Jungle Queen Dinner Cruise

Tim Doble 

Ailene Cascio hitching a ride

Elizabeth and Bob Szafran
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  REMEMBRANCE
VIC TAYLOR

Vic Taylor was born in December 
1939 to Gerald and Jeanette Taylor. 
The Taylor family home has been 
in Chester County, PA since the 
1600’s. The ancestry includes the 
noted 19th century author, poet and 
diplomat Bayard Taylor and Colonel 
Charles F. Taylor, commander of 
Pennsylvania’s Bucktail Regiment, 
killed at Gettysburg. Jeanette’s home 
was in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Vic enlisted in the U.S. Marines in 1957; 
he served in California, Hawaii and the 
Far East. Following his release from 
active duty in 1960, he moved to Miami 
Beach, Florida to make a career in the 
resort hotel business. He worked at 
the world famous Hotel Fontainebleau 
for six years. During that period 
he also attended the University of 
Miami and graduated a Bachelor of 
Business Administration in 1965.

In 1966, with the war in Vietnam 
escalating, Vic re-joined the Marine 
Corps for combat duty. He served as a 
rifle platoon and company commander 

I DO NOT THINK MY SONG WILL END

I do not think my song will end

 While flowers, grass and trees

 Abound with birds and butterflies

 For I am one with these.

 And I believe my voice will sound

 Upon the whispering wind

 So long as even one remains

 Among those I call “friend.”

 I shall remain in hearts and minds

 Of loved ones that I knew,

 And in the rocks and hills and streams

 Because I love those, too.

 So long as love and hope and dreams

 Abide in earth and sky,

 Weep not for me, though I be gone.

 I shall not really die.

— Johnny Hathcock

with the 2nd Battalion, Fourth Marines 
– “The Magnificent Bastards”. During 
1967 and 1968 Vic was wounded 
twice and awarded the Silver Star 
Medal, two Bronze Star Medals, the 
Navy Commendation Medal and the 
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry.

Vic remained in the Marines after 
the war; serving in various infantry 
and reconnaissance units and 
Headquarters in Washington, DC. 
In 1977, while serving as a tactics 
instructor at the officer’s Basic School 
in Quantico, VA, Vic created and 
directed the Marine Corps Infantry 
Officers Course. This innovative course 
expanded, flourished and is credited 
for much of the professionalism and 
battlefield success of modern Marine 
operations. For this contribution as 
well as other career achievements, Vic 
was honored in the U.S. Congressional 
Record of September 2005.

In 1985 Vic retired from active duty 
and moved to Routt County, Colorado. 
He built Taylor Canyon Ranch near 
Clark, and established Vic Taylor-
Outfitter, Inc. For the next ten years, 
the business provided big game 
hunts and wilderness horseback 
pack trips from Vic’s ranch and 
remote camps along the western 
slope of the Continental Divide.

Along the way, Vic’s advice and 
consultation were solicited by Gulf 
Insurance Company’s fledgling 
outdoor insurance Program. Gulf’s 
Program grew rapidly in size and 
scope. Vic founded Taylor and 
Associates, Inc. to meet the growing 
need for more comprehensive loss 
control and risk management services. 
The company operated nationwide 
and served a variety of clients in the 
outdoor recreation field. Vic was an 

instructor for Certified Risk Managers, 
International and adviser to four major 
insurance carriers. He was a member 
of the American Society of Safety 
Engineers, the Colorado Outfitters 
Association and the Marine Corps 
University Foundation. Vic is survived 
by his son, Scott Victor Taylor.

https://www.lewisfuneralhomes.net/obituaries/Patrick-John-Burns?obId=27434494#/celebrationWall
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Vic Taylor Memorial Service Photos
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Vic Taylor Memorial Service Photos

DEAR GENERAL NEWBOLD,

On behalf of all the Marines and Sailors who fought alongside Vic Taylor 
at the Battle of Dai Do, I thank you for organizing and leading Vic’s burial 
and celebration of life on 11 September. The warmth, fellowship and love 
expressed for Vic by those present will remain with all of us forever.

With Deep Respect and Admiration.

Semper Fidelis,
BGen Weise
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COL. MICHAEL HILL GAVLICK

December 23, 1945 - May 2, 2023

Col. Michael Hill Gavlick, age 77 of 
Wartrace, passed away on May 2, 
2023, at his residence surrounded by 
his loving family. Col. Gavlick was born 
on December 23, 1945, in Memphis, 
Tennessee to the late Anthony and 
Colleen Yearwood Gavlick. In 1968, he 
enlisted in the United States Marines, 
where he served for twenty-four years. 
Col. Gavlick received two master’s 
degrees from Pepperdine University 
and Stanford University. Following 
his retirement from the Marines, he 
received his PHD on May 10, 2002, 
from Vanderbilt Peabody College in 
Leadership Higher Education. He later 
became a professor at Vanderbilt 
University, where he taught Leadership 
in Higher Education for nine years. In 
his spare time, he enjoyed listening 
to 50’s and 60’s rock and roll music, 
being outdoors, collecting baseball 
cards and stamps. In addition to his 
parents, he is preceded in death by 
his daughter, Elizabeth Gavlick and 
brother, John Gavlick. Col. Gavlick is 
survived by his loving wife of forty-
one years Jung Sook Kim Gavlick of 
Wartrace and daughter, Cathy Eledge 
of Florida. 

Col. Gavlick graduated from Memphis 
State University in 1966 with a 
Bachelor’s of Science Degree in 
Psychology. Upon completion of the 
PLC program, he was commissioned a 
2nd Lieutenant in the summer of 1966 
and then graduated from The Basic 
School as an Infantry Officer in the 
spring of 1967. 

Col Gavlick then served in the 
Northern I Corps area of Vietnam 
with Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 4th 
Marines, as a Platoon Commander, 
briefly as the Company Executive 
officer, and as the Company 
Commander. He received two Bronze 
Star Medals, the Navy Commendation 
Medal, and the Vietnamese Cross of 
Gallantry for separate combat actions 
and was meritoriously augmented as 
a 1st Lieutenant in the spring of 1968. 
Upon returning to the U.S., Col. Gavlick 
served as a Platoon Commander and 
then as a Tactics Instruction at the 
Basic School (1968-1970) and was 
selected and promoted to Captain 
during that time. 

He graduated from Amphibious 
Warfare School (Class 1-71) and then 
served with BLT 1/9 in the Western 
Pacific as the Commanding Officer of 
Delta Company and then as a Battalion 
Staff Officer. He subsequently, served 
as the Inspector-Instruction with 
Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 24th 
Marines in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
(1972-1975) and was then ordered to 
Camp Pendleton and served first as 
an assistant and then as the Training 
Officer of the 4th Marine Division 
(1976-1977). 

He was promoted to Major on October 
1, 1976 and he served on two Research 
and Development Project Teams at the 
MCTSSA (1977-1980). 

Col. Gavlick received a Master of 
Science Degree in Educational 
Psychology from the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and a Master 

of Arts Degree in Human Resources 
Management from Pepperdine 
University (1979). He was then 
ordered to Korea and served in three 
billets within the Command Center 
of Combined and Joint Staff and 
coordinated the C3I program for the 
Korean Theater (1980-1981). 

Col. Gavlick was then ordered to the 
1st Marine Division and initially served 
as the G-4 Operations Officer and was 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel on 
October 1, 1981. He then served as the 
Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 
9th Marines in CONUS and WESTPAC; 
and was the Executive Officer, 7th 
Marines (1982-1983). 

He was then assigned to the MCRD, 
San Diego and served as the Service 
Officer (MWR). Col. Gavlick then 
served as the Commanding Officer of 
the Weapons Training Battalion, Edson 
Range (1984-1986). 

He transferred to Headquarters 
Marine Corps and served as a Section 
Head and as a Branch Head within 
the Training Department and he was 
promoted to Colonel on July 1, 1988. 
He served as the Commanding Officer, 
Headquarters Battalion, Henderson 
Hall until August 15, 1990. 

Col. Gavlick reported back to the 1st 
Marines Division in mid – September 
1990 and served as the Commanding 
Officer on 1st Marine Division (Rear), 
which was re-designated on January 
15, 1991 as the Ground Combat 
Element, V MEF until March 29, 1991. 

He was then posted as the 
Commanding Officer, Headquarters 
Battalion on May 16, 1991. 

He also holds the Legion of Merit, a 
Joint Service Commendation Medal 
and the Combat Action Ribbon, along 
with various unit and service awards.

https://www.lewisfuneralhomes.net/obituaries/Patrick-John-Burns?obId=27434494#/celebrationWall
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN  
I CONTACT THE VETERANS 
CRISIS LINE?
When you call, chat, or text the 
Veterans Crisis Line, one of our trained 
responders will help you through 
any personal crisis, even if it does 
not involve thoughts of suicide. You 
decide how much you want to share 
— we’re here to listen and to help.

If you are in danger — or the Veteran 
or Service member you’re concerned 
about is in danger — the responder 
will work to make sure everyone is 
safe. The responder will help you 
get through the crisis and then 
help you connect with the services 
you need, either from your local 
VA medical center or elsewhere in 
your community. If you decide to 
share your contact information, the 
Suicide Prevention Coordinator at 
the nearest VA medical center will 
contact you by the next business day.

If you — or the Veteran or Service 
member you are concerned about 
— are in crisis but not at imminent 
risk for injury or suicide, then the 
responder will listen, offer support, 
and help you make a plan to stay safe.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I CALL THE 
VETERANS CRISIS LINE?

Dial 1-800-273-8255. You 
will hear this recording:

“You have reached the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline, also servicing 
the Veterans Crisis Line. If you are in 
emotional distress or suicidal crisis 
or are concerned about someone 
who might be, we’re here to help. 
Please remain on the line while we 
route your call to the nearest crisis 
center in our network. Attention: If 
you are a U.S. Military Veteran or 
current Service Member or are calling 
about one, please Press 1 now to 
speak with the Veterans Crisis Line.”

Press 1. There will be a brief pause 
while the call is routed to the 
Veterans Crisis Line. A responder 
specially trained to support 
Veterans and Service members 
will answer your call and provide 
the support described above.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I TEXT THE 
VETERANS CRISIS LINE?

Send a text to 838255. You can say 
as much or as little as you like to 
get the conversation started. You 
will receive a text back that reads:

“VA Crisis Center: I’m here to help. 
If in danger, call 911. For more 
info, call 800-273-8255. (Press 
1). Please keep msgs under 160 
characters. STOP to cancel.”

You may text STOP at any time to end 
the conversation. If you do, you will 
receive this free message in response:

“Free Msg: VA Crisis Center: You have 
successfully unsubscribed and will 

receive no more messages. More info 
email VHA.SuicideHotlineStaff@va.gov. 
Conversation ended, this text dialogue 
has been deleted. For more help, 
call 1-800-273-8255 and press 1.”

HOW DO I CHAT ONLINE?

Go to VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat.

Read the chat terms of 
service. Please note:

The Veterans Crisis Line does not 
collect personally identifiable 
information unless you provide that 
information to the responder.

Security controls, including encryption 
and authentication, are in place 
to protect your information.

Any contractors acting on behalf of VA in 
administering the Veterans chat service 
are subject to the same legal requirements 
VA follows for maintaining the privacy 
and security of your information.

Check the box next to “I agree to 
the Terms of Service” and click the 
button to start your confidential chat.

A new screen will appear, asking for 
your first name or a nickname so the 
responder knows how to address 
you. Click “Send” to start the chat. 
A chat box will appear with either a 
responder ready to chat or a window 
letting you know that someone will be 
right with you. A responder will reply 
to your message immediately and 
provide the support described above.

AFTER THE CALL

Support doesn’t end with your 
conversation. Our responders can 
put you in touch with local resources 
after your call, chat, or text. •
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Posted by Robert Skeels

Brother Marines,

We at Echo Company,2/4 initially set up Vietnam FSB in November 1968 …..anyone 
still around to talk about the incident caused by an NVA sapper ambush of 2/25/69. 
The 50th anniversary is coming up soon. I would be very interested to talk to anyone 
that wants to help memorialize those courageous Marines that did not make it back 
home after this attack.

SF,

1st Lt. Robert Francis Skeels 
3rd platoon,Echo Co.2/4, 3Mar Div. 
Email: robertfskeels@aol.com

Posted by Larry Don Hammer

Fellow LZ Russell Members,

If you are receiving this e-mail you had, in 1969, been associated with the hill in 
South Viet Nam known as “LZ Russell”. Congratulations on living to remember those 
dear friends and comrades that gave their lives on February 25, 1969. We remember 
them fondly and with the utmost respect. In a day where the word “hero” is used 
as much as a hand shake, we know the true meaning of this word. As Marines, they 
would likely prefer just to be known as ones who did what they were called to do in 
a day that “thank you for your service” were the last words on any ones lips.

My best to all of you, and I’d welcome a return e-mail so I can keep e-mails for LZ 
Russell members up to date.

SF,

Larry Don Hammer 
2nd Squad, 2nd Plt., 
Echo Co., 2nd Bat., 4th Marines, 3rd Mar. Division 
Email: ldhocean@sbcglobal.net

2/4 Missing Members

http://robertfskeels@aol.com
http://ldhocean@sbcglobal.net
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Second Battalion Fourth Marines Association, Inc.  
Annual Business Meeting Minutes 16 September 2023  

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  
   

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a. m. by President-Elect Joseph “Pete” Gannon.   
      
    Board members present were President Scott Huesing, President-Elect/Vice President Joseph 
“Pete” Gannon and Secretary Manuel Travassos. Staff members present included Chaplain Frank 
Valdez, Sea Horse Editor Becky Valdez, Web Mistress Kristen Day, and 2/4 Liaison Phillip Skaggs. 
 
    Pete Gannon led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, followed by opening prayer given 
by Chaplain Frank Valdez 
 
Opening Remarks. 
    MajGen James Livingston called in to the meeting and said, “Good morning and I hope y’all are 
having a wonderful time… I miss all of you and I’m just so sorry that I couldn’t be with you… this 
old body is just hanging on here. My back is just hurting.” 
    President-Elect Joseph “Pete” Gannon began by stating that we need a new Sergeant-At-Arms 
with the passing of Pat Burns. He then stated that we need to discuss what we, as an Association, 
want to do, where we are going in the future, and what we want to accomplish in the future as far as 
getting things done, ie, getting more people in and getting the younger generation of members 
involved and taking on a more active role in the Association to help move it forward in the future.  
He stated that because the Association is not funded by dues anymore, we should consider asking 
members to contribute $10.00 per year to fund the Association. Everyone can do $10.00 a year. 
He then, called for Officer and Staff reports 
 
Officer and Staff Reports.  
    Pete stated that a copy of the last Business meeting Minutes were on the desk up front and could 
be viewed by the members that desired to see them. Ray Del Rio requested that at each meeting a 
copy of the Minutes should be given to each member so that they could view them for themselves. 
Manuel Travassos stated that a copy is available in the Newsletter and on the website. Ray pointed 
out that not all members are computer literate. Manuel said that he would see that a copy of the 
previous Minutes would be available to the members.  
    Pete, also, stated that he had a copy of the Financial Report but that he had left it up in his room. 
Ray Del Rio said that just like the Minutes, a copy should be provided to each member, also. Pete 
Gannon said that he would have a copy for everyone at the Dinner Cruise, tonight. Pete was asked 
how much was in the Association’s account and he stated that there was approximately $12,000.00.  
 
Old Business 
    The idea was put forth that maybe we should start charging dues, again, by Phil Skaggs. Phil said 
that we older members paid $100.00 to join the Association and that even though we were told that, 
since we were a 501(c)(19) Association, the Association could get enough funds through donations 
to fund the Association. This way the Association could attract more members, especially the 
younger Marines through free memberships. However, this has not worked. Pete Gannon said that he 
understood that and that is why he is suggesting maybe $10.00 a year from each member to get 
revenue in the coffers and possibly charging dues for new members who want to join the 
Association. He, further, stated that the Board will take this up in its next Zoom meeting within the 

Second Battalion Fourth Marines Association, Inc.
Annual Business Meeting Minutes
16 September 2023 - Ft. Lauderdale, FL
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next 2 weeks. He, also, stated that getting a steady revenue stream for the Association was one of his 
goals as President of the Association. Gen Livingston, told the Association that he would send 
$1000.00 to help fund the Association, Just send him a bill. Becky Valdez asked Ray Del Rio how 
much he gave to the Association for the cost of the Awards for the Active Duty Battalion. Ray stated 
that he gave $1,500.00 and has given more and that all of us are able to give some, also. If we do 
that, we could keep the Association funded but we have to make it important to the younger 
members as well. Frank Valdez, then, then said that we need to address the financials more closely, 
that we need to talk about all the new members that we have for numbers, which is wonderful, but 
this has really drained us. Although, we are building for the future of the Association, we old timers 
who were the movers, feel like we are getting shafted, because we gained members but are giving 
away our finances. Although, we have talked about being funded by donations, which is not 
happening, we need to consider getting back to paid memberships. 
 
New Business: 
    Following the discussion about the funding and the future of the Association, Pete Gannon called 
up outgoing President Scott Huesing and outgoing Secretary Manuel Travassos and awarded them 
acrylic plaques for their years of loyal service as President and Secretary of the Association, 
respectively. They were honored with applause from the members in attendance. 
    The next order of business was to approve Wisconsin Dells as the next location of the annual 
Reunion that will be hosted by Donald Greengrass. Suggestions for other locations for reunions 
were, California or Quantico, VA. It was pointed out that someone has to volunteer to host the 
reunions in those locations. MajGen Livingston pointed out that the younger Marines like to have 
reunions near Marine Corps bases and we need to keep that in mind. After a short discussion, Frank 
Valdez made a motion to approve Wisconsin Dells as the location of the next reunion, seconded by 
Bill Juneau, and approved by a vote of the members. Scott Huesing volunteered to host the Reunion 
in 2025 in Texas and it was approved. 
    Pete Gannon, then stated that it is not in the BY-Laws or the Operating Policies, but that there 
should be a swearing in of the Officers with an Oath of Office. Pete has created an Oath of Office 
and asked the outgoing President Scott Huesing to administer it to him since he is the only new  
officer, present. Scott administered the Oath to Pete and it was greeted by a round of applause.  

 
 The Oath is as Follows                        

                  I,          Name                ,do solemnly swear and affirm..... that I will bear true Faith and Allegiance..... 
                  to the United States of America..... to the United States Marine Corps….. and to the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marine                                                 
                  Association...... that I will enforce and uphold..... the By-Laws….. and will myself obey..... the laws governing  
                  the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association ...... I shall ever bear in mind ...... the purposes of which...... and the  
                  principles upon which...... the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association….. and the Marine Corps were founded......  
                  I will subordinate myself..... to the best interest..... of my fellow Marines..... FMF Corpsmen,..... FMF Navy  
                  chaplains...... and all other members….. in the Marine Corps….. and the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association.....  
                  and will never personally benefit..... at the expense of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association..... in the 
                  slightest degree......  At the termination..... of my Tour of Duty..... I will surrender my office..... to my duly elected..... 

          or appointed successor...... accounting for any property...... that may have  been entrusted...... to my care or custody.  
All this I solemnly swear or affirm..... so help me God. 

 
 
 Good of the Association: 
    Jack Del Rio made an impassioned plea, stating that we all get an allowance, whether it’s a 
pension, social security, etc. Ray stated that he donates $1000.00 a year and he can afford it and he is 
sure that the rest of us can afford to give $20.00, $30.00, $40.00 a year because it takes money to run 
and fund this Association Therefore, all of us should be able to contribute to keep the Association 
going. Additionally, he said that he is one who believes the Financial Report should be presented at 



18  /  The Sea Horse

every meeting because he wants to know where his money is going. It takes money to operate an 
organization. He, further, stated that he belongs to a club with 180 members. It is a rifle club with 
$80,000.00 because the members support it financially, some of which haven’t been there in 30 
years, but they still support the club. That is what we should be doing. Additionally, he suggested 
that all the reunions should be held on the West Coast and the East Coast, so that, maybe, we can get 
the younger members to attend. These younger members are not interested in what we are doing 
until they get a little older and they start wondering where so and so is and what they are doing. He 
finished with, “we all need to put money in our Association”. 
    Manuel Travassos then spoke and said that he is, currently, the Membership Chairman and desires 
to turn this position over to someone, else. He suggested that, with the influx of so many new 
members, the committee should consist of a Chairman and 3 committee members in order to 
effectively contact all members. It is a daunting task. 
Becky suggested that the members who ran for Office in the last election be contacted and asked to 
serve on the Membership Committee, such as Jeson Hall, Alphonso Velesco, and Matthew 
Boelhower. Kristen Day suggested asking Luis Arboleda who is attending the Reunion this week. 
Manuel said that he would contact them. 
 
 
 
Closing Remarks: 
    President Pete Gannon, reiterated that he will call a Board meeting on Zoom in the next two 
weeks and address the issue of finances and seek a solution. He was disappointed that none of the 
Board members attended the Business meeting since he set it up on Zoom and notified all Board 
members. He went on to say that we are all getting older and we need to have fun and enjoy life, 
come to reunions, see old friends, and live life and not waste it. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a. m. with a salute to the American Flag and Singing of the 
Marine Hymn. 
 

 

 

President: _______________________________________________ Date: 24 September 2023 

                                                        
  
  
  
  
Secretary: ________________________________________________ Date: 24 September 2023 
                                              Manuel G. Travassos      
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2/4 Association Financial Status
30 October 2023



The 2/4 Association is a tax exempt 501(c)(19) veterans organization (Tax EIN 31-1720488) formed to operate and administer members and former members 
of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, United States Marine Corps (The “Magnificent Bastards”). This includes all personnel having been attached or assigned to 
the Battalion during its inception in 1911. Others may join as discussed in the Association Bylaws.
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protected under the Creative Commons licensing attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported (CC BY-SA 3.0). These images are attributed to: Alpha Stock Images -  
http://alphastockimages.com, Rob Olivera - https://flickr.com/photos/190269253@N07/50764938398
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2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association, Inc.
The Magnificent Bastards

website: https://www.2-4association.org/

Donations can be made through the website. Major credit cards and PayPal accepted.

Please help us to continue providing information, 
support and camaraderie to our members and 
future members of the 2/4 Association family.

Click to Donate

https://www.2-4association.org/
https://www.2-4association.org/
https://www.2-4association.org/membership/donate/

