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GREETINGS AND SEMPERFl,

The Battle of Ramadi's 20th anniversary
is April 6th at Camp Pendleton.

The Second Battalion Fourth Marines
of that era will be hosting a reunion to
honor all those that have served and

died in that battle on April 5th-7th 2004.

| hope you can attend to help celebrate
their lives and what they gave up for
their country. The ceremony will be held
on 62nd area parade deck and a social
will be held at the 5th Marine Memorial
Gardens. A static display also will be
displayed before the hike on the First
Sergeants Hill. Good Luck.

On April 6th at Park Semper Fi, a
plaque will be presented from the 2/4
Association. Please help support this
great cause as they are the younger
generation. Dinner will be held at the
San Clemente pier beach club at 1600.

On April 7th there will be a beach
cleanup and R&R on the beach.

The board has agreed to finance the
mounting of the plaque in support of
the Ramadi Foundation.

This should be a great weekend.

March 29th is Vietnam Veterans Day
honoring the Vietham War and those
that gave their lives and did not come
back.

It has been 58 years since the historic
battle at Dai Do, April 30, May 1-2.
Please keep in your hearts all those that

did not make it back, and call some of
the friends that week just to say hello
and reconnect. Semper Fi.

The secretary of the 2/4 Association has
decided that he's unable to continue
due to his duties at his work. Manuel has
taken the role again but would like to be
replaced as soon as possible. If there is a
member that would like to take over the
role of secretary, please let me know as
soon as possible.

The reunion in August that was
scheduled in Wisconsin has been
postponed at this time. In addition, we
will send out information if the decision
is to continue to have reunions annually
or bi-annually.

If we have any members needing help,
please reach out so we can help, There
are a lot of resources available. &*

Semper Fi,

W;"&._w_

Joseph “Pete” Gannon

President
2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association
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2/4 2004 Ramadi Deployment 20™ Anniversary
Dedication of Ramadi Memorial Plague Saturday April 6, 2024
The Marine Monument @ Park Semper Fi, San Clemente, (A

LCpl Andrew S. Dang In honor and memory of the 33 Marines and 1 Sailor LCpl John T. Sims, Jr.

LCpl William J. Wiscowiche x : z : 3 Cpl Jeffrey G. Green
PFC Geoffrey S. Morris k'l.h"d 2L aq_:tmn o Ram_adl' Irag. Cpl Dustin H. Schrage
PFC Moises A. Langhorst Operatmn Iraql Freedom II ¢ Feb'sept 2004 LCpl Jeremiah E. Savage

LCpl Benjamin R. Carman PFC Cody S. Calavan

LCpl Marcus M. Cherry — \ . LCpl Benjamin R. Gonzalez
PFC Christopher R. Cobb () > wh LCpl Rafael Reynosa Suarez
LCpl Kyle D. Crowley = A o Cpl Bum R. Lee
PFC Deryk L. Hallal | : &2l Ty LCpl Todd J. Bolding

PFC Ryan M. Jerabek (et B /e iy g LCpl Pedro Contreras
LCpl Travis J. Layfield K - LCpl Juan Lopez
HM3 Fernando A. Mendez-Aceves n LCpl Deshon E. Otey
LCpl Anthony P. Roberts S Cpl Tommy L. Parker, Jr.
2ndLt Jon T. Wrobiewski pecond Bettallon Fouth Marncs LCp! Jonathan W, Coltins
PFC Christopher D. Mabry Fifth Marine Regiment o LCpl Caleb J. Powers

LCpl Eric A. Ayon First Marine Division LCpl Nickalous N. Aldrich

Plague designed by Sgi. Marvin Endito, H&S Co 2/4

THIS PLAQUE WILL BE DEDICATED
TO THE MARINES AND SAILORS
THAT VALIANTLY GAVE THEIR LIVES
IN THE SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY
DURING THE BATTLE OF RAMADI,
FROM FEBRUARY TO SEPTEMBER OF
2004.

TO REMEMBER THEM, TO SPEAK
THEIR NAMES, IS TO ENSURE THAT
THEIR SACRIFICE WILL NEVER BE
FORGOTTEN. OUR HOPE IS THAT
WHOEVER WALKS PAST THIS
PLAQUE WILL SEE THESE NAMES,
FOREVER CONTINUING THEIR
REMEMBRANCE. THESE WARRIORS
FOUGHT AND DIED BESIDE THEIR
BROTHERS. THOSE WHO SURVIVED
THEM LIVE EACH DAY FOR THEM, FOR THEIR SACRIFICE, AND FOR THEIR MEMORY.

AS OUR 20TH REUNION OF THIS FATEFUL DEPLOYMENT ENCROACHES ON OUR YOUTHFUL SOULS, WE ARE
COMMITTED TO HONORING THESE BRAVE MEN AND WHAT THEY ACCOMPLISHED. THEIR SPIRITS LEFT
BEHIND MEMORIES OF LOVE, BROTHERHOOD, COURAGE, GRIT, AND A FIRE THAT BURNS INSIDE ALL OF
US. WE WILL FOREVER BE HONORED TO HAVE FOUGHT ALONGSIDE THESE MEN. THEIR STORIES WILL
LIVE IN THE ANNALS OF MARINE CORPS HISTORY, AND WITH THE HELP OF THIS PLAQUE, THEY WILL BE
REMEMBERED AS GREAT WARRIORS WELL BEYOND OUR YEARS.
- Set. Martuew Borraower, Gorr Co 2/4

Please consider a Donation for the Plaque & Installation
https://marinemonument.com/ramadi

The Heritage of San Clemente Foundation, a non-profit 501¢3, tax deductible organization
EIN 33-0776720. Developer/Manager of The Marine Monument @ Park Semper Fi.
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Gregory JanneY

THE MAGNIFICENT BASTARDS
IN RAMADI AND A FATHER’S
JOURNEY THERE

Gregory Janney, Author

“The Magnificent Bastards in
Ramadi and A Father’s Journey
There” is a gripping and emotional
book that recounts the harrowing
experiences of the 2nd Battalion,
4th Marines during the Battle of
Ramadi. Set on April 6, 2004, the
book takes readers on a journey
through the intense combat faced by
these brave men, forever changing
their lives and leaving a lasting
impact on the Battalion’s history.

Written by an author who
accompanied Gold Star father John
Wroblewski on two trips to Iraqg, the
book not only chronicles the Battle
of Ramadi, but also highlights the
personal stories of the forty-seven
men from the 2nd Battalion, 4th
Marines who fought in the battle.
Through their own words, readers
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gain insight into the harrowing
experiences and sacrifices made
by these courageous individuals.

In addition to the combat accounts,
the author also shares interviews
with some of the Gold Star parents,
shedding light on the profound
impact the battle had on their lives.
These interviews provide a deeper
understanding of the personal toll

Video Link

and lasting grief experienced by
the families of the fallen heroes.

The final chapter of the book focuses
on the author’s and John Wroblewski’s
quest to reach Ramadi and pay tribute
to the fallen. After an unsuccessful
attempt in 2007, they remained
determined to fulfill their mission.
Finally, in March 2008, they achieved
their goal and held a memorial

service near the spot where 2nd Lt.
Wroblewski was fatally wounded.

This solemn ceremony, led by John
Wroblewski, USMC Major General
John Kelly, and General Kelly’s PSD,
was filmed and aired on national
television, drawing attention to the
sacrifices made by these brave men.

But “The Magnificent Bastards in
Ramadi and A Father’s Journey
There” goes beyond just recounting
the battle. The book also seeks to
establish a scholarship fund for the
survivors of the 34 men who lost
their lives during the 2004 Ramadi
deployment. The profits from the
book’s sales will contribute to this
noble cause, ensuring that the legacies
of these brave individuals live on and
providing support for their families.
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https://www.facebook.com/61557639445304/videos/948662696789512
https://www.facebook.com/61557639445304/videos/948662696789512

FRANK & BECKY SHARE
THEIR TRIP TO VIETNAM

Back in 1968 my then boyfriend
Frank Valdez told me that if

there wasn’t a war going on that
Vietnam would be a beautiful place
to go for vacation. It took us 56
years, but we finally made it!

He was right. It has a lot of beauty.
The people are friendly and love
Americans. Many of the street
signs are in English. They deal with
their own money (the dong) but
also welcome American cash. (as
long as it is in perfect condition)

Anyone under the age of 48 wasn’t
even born yet when the war ended.

During our Asian cruise, we

had one full day to spend in Da
Nang, Vietnam. Gen. Livingston
introduced us to Than (we highly
recommend him) who would be
our guide for the (15 hour) day.

For so many years, | have heard the
stories and the names of the locations,
but they never really came together
until | was able to see for myself.

| was anxious to monitor Frank’s
thoughts and feelings. For the most
part it was a bit confusing. Things
didn’t look the same at all, not to
mention it was the wet season which
was opposite during the battle of Dai
Do. Roads have changed. Bridges
have been built. The airfield was
gone. And tunnels go through the
mountains instead of the long drive
back and forth over the mountain.

4 [ THE SEA HORSE

VIETNAM TRIP

The people seem to be fine with
the Communist control. They can
buy land, have good jobs, and
free health care, unless they get
really sick and have no money.

The Chinese had started building
skyscraper buildings but when the
pandemic shut everything down, they
pulled out and have not come back to
finish the building. Now there is graffiti
on them, and they are going to ruins.
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Dong Ha with Dai Do Village in the back
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War Memorial

A toast to the New Year (TET) Mai Xa Chan village
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Frank, Mr. Ahn, Than Distance to Khe San

Area map Cua Viet River
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The bridge to the War Memorial War ruins

——= e .
Meeting in the home of Senior
Commander of the Viet Cong Mr. Ahn

Quang Tree Citadel
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Vietnam countryside

Dai Do in the background Dai Do village school. Kindergarten classroom
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WHY SOCKS ARE IMPORTANT?

Team,

| hope this note finds you well. We’ve had a

busy week trying to continue our outreach to
individuals and groups that have helped us in the
past. In the process of the exercise, we received
a note from a National Guard unit that is getting
ready to deploy into harm’s way that defined our
mission more succinctly than | think | could ever
do. As a result, we’ve got a lot of good things to
report!

As always, I'd like to thank all of you who took
the time to donate last week. I'm glad you read
our update all the way through to see that after
we pay for our upcoming shipment that we’ll be
out of funds. Your generosity helped push the
needle away from “E” again.

Thanks for your generosity.

I've written before about how we’ve been trying
to counteract the decline in our contributions.

While we were fortunate to be able to keep even
last year, the decline in our weekly donations
and fundraisers has pushed us to turn up the
volume on our efforts to find new donors and to
re-engage some of our previous donors that we
haven’t hear from in a while.

A challenge for me is that sometimes | feel that
our message is getting old. | mean | say it pretty
much every week, that it’s important to make
sure that the men and women forward need our
help.

This week, | got a note from a unit getting ready
to deploy. | sent a quick response asking when
they were going, then letting them know we
would help.

This is the note that | got back in return:

“You have no idea how much this means to us,
| primarily reached out in hope of improving
morale for the unit members. A lot of them
are first time deployers, | can see how some of
them are distressed because of the upcoming

deployment. The unit tried ordering clothing
items such as the socks you and your organization
gladly donated to us. Unfortunately, the unit
budaget could only get us so much. It’s a shame
that bureaucracy seems to get in the way of
mission readiness. I'll make upper leadership
aware of the donation, and | will make it my
mission to bring awareness to the work that
organizations such as yours do in order to
support the troops. Thank you again for your
consideration and donation. I'll make sure to
send you a nice picture of us and will reach out
to you ASAP if we need anything! I'm thinking of
potentially getting a U.S. flag to fly in an actual
combat mission for your organization, let me see
what | can do once we get in the action! Thank
you again for all you've done!”

We gladly shipped them a thousand pairs of
socks. This brings us up to 916,000 pair since
May of 2011.

The Sergeant stated the challenges American
Servicemen and Women face far better than

| could. It turns out that they reached out to a
number of organizations. I'm glad that we were
here to help.

There’s a lot of focus on everything except the
reality that the American Military is involved in
a “hot” war in the Middle East, with a number
of other bad actors circling in Europe and Asia
looking at the division in our country making
their own calculations as to whether or not we
are too distracted to respond to a provocative
act, similar to the recent attack in Jordan. When
they make that mistake, like the leadership of
Kataib Hezbollah did recently, it is our Armed
Forces who will be tasked with bearing the brunt
of their strikes, and then delivering America’s
retribution.

We do not forget. We stand with them; we hope
that you will continue to stand with us.

Please make a donation at
http://socks4heroes.com Please do it today.

Thanks for joining us in our position in this fight!
Jim Hogan

In memory of our son, LCPL Donald Hogan
Posthumously awarded the Navy Cross

KIA 8/26/2009 Nawa, Afghanistan

We honor his memory by caring for Americans
serving in harm’s way.
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GENERAL ALFRED M. GRAY, 29TH
COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE
CORPS - It is with great sadness
that the Marine Corps announces
the death of the 29th Commandant
of the Marine Corps, General Alfred
M. Gray. General Gray died March
20, 2024 in Alexandria, Virginia,
after a brief stay in hospice care.

“Today | mourn with all Marines, past
and present, the loss of our 29th
Commandant, Gen. Gray,” said Gen.
Eric M. Smith, 39th Commandant of
the Marine Corps. “He was a ‘Marine’s
Marine’—a giant who walked among us
during his career and after, remaining
one of the Corps’ dearest friends and
advocates even into his twilight. His
contributions are many, including

the development of our maneuver
warfare doctrine, Warfighting, which
remains, to this day, the philosophic
bedrock of how we fight as Marines.
Although he will be missed by all,

his legacy will endure and his spirit
will continue to live among us.”

10 / THE SEA HORSE

General Gray was promoted to the
rank of general, July 1,1987, and
he immediately assumed duties
as the Commandant of the Marine
Corps. He retired June 30, 1991,
and spent his retirement years in
northern Virginia with his wife,
Jan, until her death in 2020.

General Gray presided over significant
changes in the Marine Corps, none
more important than the development
and publication of Fleet Marine Force
Manual 1 (FMFM-1), Warfighting. This
document, barely over 100 pages, has
become legendary among military
doctrine and remains the foundation
for how the Marine Corps thinks
about, prepares for, and executes

all Marine Corps operations.

General Gray also placed emphasis
on large-scale maneuver in desert
and cold-weather environments
and robust maritime special
operations capabilities. His staunch
advocacy for military education
resulted in the establishment

of Marine Corps University.

General Gray was beloved by his
Marines, and he is well known for being
the first Commandant to have his
official photograph and portrait taken
in the camouflage utility uniform,
famously remarking that “every Marine
is, first and foremost, a rifleman. All
other conditions are secondary.”

All Marine Corps Installations will
half-mast the National Ensign upon
receipt of ALMAR 004/24 until
sunset on March 27. The 7-day
period is in honor of the Corps’
29th Commandant. Additionally, the
National Ensign will be lowered to
half-mast on the day of interment.

NMARINES

THE FEW. THE PROUD.



https://www.usmcu.edu/Research/Marine-Corps-History-Division/People/Whos-Who-in-Marine-Corps-History/Gagnon-Ingram/General-Alfred-M-Gray-Jr/
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Magnificent Bastards,
BnO 5600.1B signed by then

LtCol Gene Bench in September
Dear Gentlemen, 1966 made the battalion motto,

It was a beautiful day with wonderful “Magnificent Bastards™ official.
memories, but a very sad day nonetheless.

The motto was the brainchild of then

Vic asked that | spread his ashes where LtCol “Bull” Fisher. | am seeking a
we had so much fun. 'm so honored. hard copy of this order from you, the
membership, to post on the web site.

This was Alligator Reef Lighthouse

where we used to dive and fish when we | have had queries concerning the
were sophomores at U of M. This was aVallablllty of the order from an author
accomplished in Feb Ist on an outgoing writing a book and others. Having the
tide, Hawk Channel will take my dear order posted on our web site would
friend up and beyond the Florida east make it more accessible for future

coast where he spent a very enjoyable Marines and interested parties.
time of his life. Kindly forward to those

friends who | may have missed. If you have a hard copy, please scan

it in .jpg format and forward it via an
Vic once told me that he would want email attachment to Brooks Wilson.
the song “Summer Wind” by Sinatra
to be played at his funeral. That was
accomplished from my boat.

God Bless and Semper Fi, Email Link
Robert Hold

Thank you,
Brooks Wilson

LA

Alligator Reef Lighthouse

éﬁ Summer Wind ﬂ j\
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Veterans
CrisisLine
ooe Military

oo e CrisisLine

1-800-273-8255 PRESS©

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN
| CONTACT THE VETERANS
CRISIS LINE?

When you call, chat, or text the
Veterans Crisis Line, one of our trained
responders will help you through

any personal crisis, even if it does

not involve thoughts of suicide. You
decide how much you want to share
— we’re here to listen and to help.

If you are in danger — or the Veteran
or Service member you’re concerned
about is in danger — the responder
will work to make sure everyone is
safe. The responder will help you

get through the crisis and then

help you connect with the services
you need, either from your local

VA medical center or elsewhere in
your community. If you decide to
share your contact information, the
Suicide Prevention Coordinator at
the nearest VA medical center will
contact you by the next business day.

If you — or the Veteran or Service
member you are concerned about

— are in crisis but not at imminent
risk for injury or suicide, then the
responder will listen, offer support,
and help you make a plan to stay safe.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN | CALL THE
VETERANS CRISIS LINE?

Dial 1-800-273-8255. You
will hear this recording:

“You have reached the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline, also servicing

12 /| THE SEA HORSE

the Veterans Crisis Line. If you are in
emotional distress or suicidal crisis
or are concerned about someone
who might be, we’re here to help.
Please remain on the line while we
route your call to the nearest crisis
center in our network. Attention. If
you are a U.S. Military Veteran or
current Service Member or are calling
about one, please Press I now to
speak with the Veterans Crisis Line.”

Press 1. There will be a brief pause
while the call is routed to the
Veterans Crisis Line. A responder
specially trained to support
Veterans and Service members
will answer your call and provide
the support described above.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN | TEXT THE
VETERANS CRISIS LINE?

Send a text to 838255. You can say
as much or as little as you like to
get the conversation started. You
will receive a text back that reads:

“VA Crisis Center: I'm here to help.
If in danger, call 911. For more
info, call 800-273-8255. (Press
1). Please keep msgs under 160
characters. STOP to cancel.”

You may text STOP at any time to end
the conversation. If you do, you will
receive this free message in response:

“Free Msg: VA Crisis Center: You have
successfully unsubscribed and will
receive no more messages. More info
email VHA.SuicideHotlineStaff@va.gov.
Conversation ended, this text dialogue
has been deleted. For more help,

call 1-800-273-8255 and press 1.”

HOW DO | CHAT ONLINE?

Go to VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat.

Read the chat terms of
service. Please note:

The Veterans Crisis Line does not
collect personally identifiable

information unless you provide that
information to the responder.

Security controls, including encryption
and authentication, are in place
to protect your information.

Any contractors acting on behalf of VA in
administering the Veterans chat service
are subject to the same legal requirements
VA follows for maintaining the privacy
and security of your information.

Check the box next to “l agree to
the Terms of Service” and click the
button to start your confidential chat.

A new screen will appear, asking for
your first name or a nickname so the
responder knows how to address

you. Click “Send” to start the chat.

A chat box will appear with either a
responder ready to chat or a window
letting you know that someone will be
right with you. A responder will reply
to your message immediately and
provide the support described above.

AFTER THE CALL

Support doesn’t end with your
conversation. Our responders can
put you in touch with local resources
after your call, chat, or text. @
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5 April Camp San Mateo, Camp Pendleton

0900 Check-in with Warrior Reunion Foundation
1000 Ceremony on 62 Area Parade Deck

1100 Social at Sth Marines Memorial Garden
1200 Static Displays

1400 Change over, prep for hike

1430 1st Sgt.’s Hill Hike

6 April San Clemente Pier & San Onofre Beach

1000 Plaque Dedication at Park Semper Fi (San Clemente Pier)
1230 Lunch at San Onofre Beach Club

1330 R&R at beach

1600 Dinner at San Onofre Beach Club

7 April San Onofre Beach
1000 Beach Clean-up
1030 R&R at beach

Camp Pendleton/San Clemente, Ca.
5 -7 April 2024
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HOTELS IN SAN CLEMENTE

Travelodge by Wyndham San Clemente

2441 S El Camino Real

(949)498-5954

* 10% off for our group

 To book, call them direct at (949) 498-5954, give dates and say
you are reserving for the Ramadi Reunion.

* 20 rooms in hotel

Surfbreak Hotel San Clemente

1819 S El Camino Real

(949)492-1960

e Full buy out, 18 rooms available $149/night
* Booking info to follow

Holiday Inn Express San Clemente

35 Via Pico Plaza

(949)498-8800

* 50 rooms available $149 King Room/ $159 Queen rooms.
* Booking info to follow

Hampton Inn & Suites San Clemente

2481 S El Camino Real

(949) 366-1000

« $183/night, they can offer tax exemption for people traveling
with work orders.

* Booking info to follow

NOTE: | have been advised by multiple sources to stay away from
Oceana Boutique. Apparently, it’s a roach motel full of vagrants and
tweakers.
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RV/TRAILER RENTALS

For those wanting to camp on the beach, here are some options for RV /trailer
rentals. You will need to book the trailer through the rental company AND
reserve a spot at the campground. Trailers will be delivered to your campsite
and hooked up to water, power, etc. for you. You will need to meet the person
delivering the trailer at the gate in order to give them access to the base.

Camp Pendleton has two beach campgrounds and one lake campground. San
Onofre Beach Campground is closest to San Mateo area, Del Mar Beach
Campground is on the South side of base and Lake O’Neill Campground is near
Mainside. San Onofre and Del Mar also have beach cottages available for
booking.

Campground websites, including rates & availability are posted above.
Reservations are available starting in February. Keep in mind the following
dates for availability of booking:

* 1st-7th Active Duty

* 8th-14th Reserves and Retired

* After 15th Veterans and DOD

Travel Time RV Rental
(800) 787-3689
Call Willie & mention you are booking for the Ramadi anniversary reunion at
Camp Pendleton. There is a $200 non refundable deposit due at the time of
booking, pay in full 7 days prior. There arel4 units available at 10% off for our
group April 4th-7th pricing:
24’ $1,050 (350 /night)
» 27”7 $1,150 (383/night)
* 29°$1,250 (416/night)
» 30’$1350 (450/night)
* 32’$1,450 (483 /night)

Luv2Camp
www.luv2camp.com
* Request booking, pricing and availability through website.

Camp ‘N Style
(877)965-7368

* 6 units available

* Reserve a trailer by calling



ThE MACNVEICEN

r N
Please help us to continue providing information,
support and camaraderie to our members and
future members of the 2/4 Association family.

\. (Click to Donate) J

2nd Battalion, 4th Marines Association, Inc.
The Magnificent Bastards

website: https:/www.2-4association.org/

Donations can be made through the website. Major credit cards and PayPal accepted.

The 2/4 Association is a tax exempt 501(c)(19) veterans organization (Tax EIN 31-1720488) formed to operate and administer members and former members
of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, United States Marine Corps (The “Magnificent Bastards”). This includes all personnel having been attached or assigned to
the Battalion during its inception in 1911. Others may join as discussed in the Association Bylaws.

All images were collected from various members or other organizations to share with no copyright infringement intended. Some images are Public Domain
or protected under the Creative Commons licensing attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported (CC BY-SA 3.0).

Copyright © 2024 2/4 Association, Inc. All rights reserved.
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