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Message from the Former President,

It has been my pleasure to serve as President of the 2/4 Association for the last two years
with a great staff that stood behind me on the decisions we made.

We hosted the Fort Lauderdale reunion, which was a great success, and everybody enjoyed
themselves and just relaxed. We had a great time at the sunset dinner on the beach, as well
as the Jungle Queen ride that took us through the city of Fort Lauderdale by water, we had a
great meal and a show. It was just an exciting time for everybody.

| was able to attend the services for Brigadier General William Weiss at the Arlington
cemetery. It was a precision service with the Marine Corps band, 300 Marines saluting the
general’s casket as it arrived by horse drawn wagon. A horse with the boots backwards and
a Marine that walked it forward.

The funeral was like out of the movies it was perfect in every sense of the way, paying
tribute to one of the greatest Marines that led the Second Battalion Fourth Marines to

victory in Vietnam.
General Weiss had a great life and was the Marines’ Marine. | will never forget that service.

| hope to see everybody at the Texas reunion. It should be a lot of fun.



Again, | would like to thank the staff of the 2/4 Association for all the work that they do, that
they are not recognized for, but they do a wonderful job. There’s a lot that goes on behind
the scenes that we take care of so that you can enjoy the outcome.

Please get involved with the Association as we are looking forward to the next reunion
wherever it may be held. Check the website for updates and bring more members on. We
have a younger staff coming on which is great to carry this organization forward and | wish
them the best of luck and carrying out the future of the 2nd Battalion 4th Marines, The
Magnificent Bastards.

If you are ever in South Florida, give me a call. | live in Fort Lauderdale and we have great
lunches on the beach.

Semper Fi
Pete Gannon, Past President
Diverplus@aol.com

954-648-7887

Election of Officers

2025-2027
The Election of Officers for 2025-2027 is complete.

The voting for President, Vice President, Secretary and Director concluded with the
following results:

Joe Hayes Robert Newman Luke Olsen Richard Pippin



Message from the Incoming President,
Dear Magnificent Bastards,

Itis with profound gratitude and humility that | step into the role of President of the Second
Battalion Fourth Marines Association. Thank you for entrusting me with this honor. As a
young Marine at 18, | first came to know the weight of our unit’s legacy—a history forged in
the crucible of hard-fought, bloody battles across the globe. Those early days left an
indelible mark on me, as I’m sure they did for many of you, shaping my understanding of
duty, sacrifice, and brotherhood. At 21 years old, | felt the sting of battle that so many
Bastards before me have felt. That experience changed my life, and my love and devotion to
2/4 has grown ever since.

The Second Battalion Fourth Marines Association is more than a unit; itis a living
testament to the courage, resilience, and camaraderie of every Marine who has worn the
title of Magnificent Bastard. Our Association stands as a beacon of that legacy,
meticulously preserved through the diligent recording of our history and the unbreakable
bonds we renew at our yearly reunions. These gatherings, where generations of Marines
connect, share stories, and honor our fallen, are the heartbeat of our brotherhood.

As your President, | am committed to building upon this proud legacy. | pledge to uphold
the traditions that define us, strengthen the ties that unite us, and ensure our history
remains alive for future generations. Together, let us continue to honor those who fought
before us, celebrate those who stand with us, and inspire those who will carry the torch
forward.

Semper Fidelis,

Joe Hayes

President

Second Battalion Fourth Marines Association

Jchayes83@hotmail.com



Association Officers

President: Joseph P. Hayes

Vice President: Robert P. Newman
Secretary: Luke Olsen

Treasurer: Christoper G. Grimes
Director: Richard Pippin

Director: Skylar Barker

Immediate Past President: Joseph (Pete) Gannon

Staff

SGT at Arms: Phillip Skaggs

Chaplain: Frank Valdez

Battalion Historian: TBD

Membership Chairman: Manuel Travassos
Web Sergeant: Brooks Wilson

Web Mistress: Kristen Wilson Day
Newsletter Editor: Becky Valdez
Newsletter Designer: Michael Smith

2/4 Liaison Officer: Phillip Skaggs

Gold Star Family Liaison: Diane Layfield



Christoper G. Grimes

Treasurer’s Report as of 25 Sept 2025

Chaplains’ Plaque

2/4 Chaplain Lt. Andrew Wyns felt the call to research the history of the 2/4
Chaplains and create a plaque in their honor. The plaque will be presented to
the Battalion at the annual Birthday Ball on November 20, 2025. Frank Valdez
(2/4 Association Chaplain) and Ray Del Rio funded the project and will be
present for the presentation. Unfortunately, Lt Wyns has been transferred and
will not be present. The new Bastard Chaplain is Lt. James Carnes.



A S A S AR A S

2"d Battalion 4" Marines
250" Marine Corps Birthday Ball
Harrah’s Resort & Casino, Southern California
777 S. Resort Dr. Valley Center. CA 92802
“The Event Center Ballroom”
20 November 2025
Guest of Honor

Sergeant Major Carlos A. Ruiz

(SGT MAJ of the USMC)




Hotel Block

$129.00 plus room tax

Cut -off date: 7 November

CHILDCARE
Provided by Munchkin Minders
On-Site at the Ball Venue
$50 per child for the evening - 6pm-11pm
Services for ages 4 weeks - 15 years old

Cut-off date: 7 November

Ticket Price:
$100 per person
Ticket Sales End; 28 October

Purchase Tickets online HERE

Use password: USMC250

Schedule of Events

Cocktail Reception:1730-1845
Ceremony: 1900-2000
Dinner and Dancing: 2000-2400
Attire
BLUE DRESS “A”
Civilian Guests: Formal Attire
Parking

Valet parking & Self -parking: Complimentary


https://www.leatherneckplanningevents.com/copy-of-1-11

Photos
Package A: (1) 8x10, (3) 5x7+4 Wallet prints & a Free sharable image: $40
Package B: (2) 5x7 Prints & a Free shareable image $20
Package C: Full Resolution image via email (no prints): $25
Cash Check or Credit Card

POC: Margaret Williams at (760) 268-2008 or
mailto:madmin@leatherneckplanningevents.com

The Legacy of the Twins Platoon
THE TRUE-LIFE STORIES OF MARINES WHO WENT TO WAR IN VIETENAM
CHRISTY SAURO JR

In early June 1967, Marine Corps recruits from Minneapolis-St. Paul and
outlying Minnesota received a letter stating all those scheduled for active duty
in June would go as one platoon on June 28, 1967. One hundred fifty Marine
applicants would be shipped to San Diego, California, to the recruit training
depot. The Minnesota Twins baseball team was sponsoring the unit.

They were sworn in on television at a pregame ceremony and were guests of
the Twins at the game. By the end of the fourth inning, the recruits were
hustled to buses whisking them to the World-Chamberlain Field Airport, and
they flew to San Diego. Before dawn the next day, the Twins Platoon met their
drill sergeants at the receiving barracks of the Marine Corps Recruit Depot. By
the end of the year, the Marines were in Vietham sprinkled across the length
and breadth of the Marine Corps operating areas of | Corps, the northernmost
part of South Vietham where they experienced some of the toughest combat
of the war. Khe Sanh and Hue City were just a few of the hot spots they
encountered as the 1968 TET Offensive rolled across the country. Not all


mailto:madmin@leatherneckplanningevents.com

members of the Twins Platoon came home in one piece. Some did not come
home at all. In The Legacy of the Twins Platoon, author Christy Sauro Jr. tells
their complete stories from baseball to combat and their lifelong
readjustment to civilian life.

Christy W. Sauro Jr., a former Marine Corps Sergeant, was a member of the
Twins Platoon. He served in Vietnam from Dec 1967 to Jan 1969. After being
honorably discharged in 1970, he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the
University of Minnesota and a Bachelor of Technology degree from Northwest
Missouri State University. He had a successful career as an insurance agent
for Country Financial and retired after forty-seven years. Sauro and his wife
have three children and three grandchildren and live in North Branch,
Minnesota.

www.thelegacyofthetwinsplatoon.com

THE

LEGACY

OF THE

TWINS PLATOON

ACCESSIONS LIST FOR

DEED OF GIFT TO THE
COMMAND MUSEUM

MARINE CORPS RECRUIT DEPOT
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

The following has been accepted as part of Accession
2025.0911

Book, The Legacy of the Twins Platoon

Amazon.com: The Legacy of the Twins Platoon: The True-Life Stories of
Marines Who Went to War in Vietham: 9781663271563: Sauro Jr, Christy,
Berger, General David H, Livingston, Major General James E: Books



USMC Retired Lt Col Edward John "Rocky" Ball Il

1942 - 2025

Fripp Island, South Carolina - LTCOL Edward John Ball lll "Rocky", 83, USMC, Retired,
husband of Linda Marie Ball, of Fripp Island, SC, died Monday, August 4, 2025 at his
residence.

LtCol Ball honorably served 26 years in the United States Marine Corps. Even though
he had already earned a college degree, Rocky chose to enlist in the United States
Marine Corps in June 1967 because he wanted the full Parris Island experience. After
Vietnam, he entered the Enlisted Commissioning Program and graduated Officers'
Candidate School in Quantico, Virginia, in August 1969. His Military Occupational
Specialty (MOS) was 0302, Infantry Officer, and he served with distinction in numerous
campaigns.

Rocky's integrity, honesty, and valor left a lasting impression on those he served
alongside. In his Oral History Transcript, former Commandant of the Marine Corps,
General Carl E. Mundy Jr. recalled that Rocky "was the best company commander |

have ever seen in my life". General James "Mad Dog" Mattis also remembered Rocky
as "the man who taught me all | needed to know in the Marine Corps."

Please read full Obituary here



https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/islandpacket/name/usmc-ball-obituary?id=59355555

Col. James L. Williams

IN HONOR OF
COL. JAMES L. WILLIAMS

You Are Invited To A Celebration Of Life

Thursday October 2, 2025
Funeral Mass at St. Patrick Catholic Church
11:00 am
3821 Adams St Carlsbad, CA 92008

Followed by a gathering at
The Green Dragon Tavern
1:00-4:00pmM
Join us for some light refredshments & a toast
6115 Paseo Del Norte, Carlsbad, CA g2011

Please RSVP if you plan on joining us at the Tavern
Text Laney @ (760) 672-668¢9

Jim Williams passed away on Wed. Sept. 17th, 2025, in the arms of his loving wife Cindy
on their 59th anniversary.

Ultimately his heart failed.

Jim's funeral Mass will be October 2nd at 1100 at St Patrick Church, Carlsbad, CA with a
reception to follow at the Green Dragon Tavern 1300-1600 in Carlsbad.

Military Burial Honors will be on Monday Oct. 6th at Miramar National Cemetery at 1115
1t Sgt Cone will be representing the active-duty Battalion along with another officer.
Please RSVP if you plan on joining the Tavern. Text Laney at (760) 672-6689

Cards of condolence can be sent to:

Cindy Williams

4823 Courageous Ln

Carlsbad, CA 92008



John Marion Malnar
18 Oct 1926 - 2 May 1968

Sergeant Major John Marion Malnar, in addition to the two previously posted Silver Star
Medal Awards, was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for Valor, with Combat Distinguishing
Device (V) and Gold Star, for his exemplary courage in action. He served as a Sergeant
Major/First Sergeant and was assigned to H&S Co, 2nd Bn, 4th Marines, 3rd Marine Div.

Silver Star, Korean War

Service: United States Marine Corps
Rank: Sergeant

Battalion: 3d Battalion

Regiment: 1st Marines

Division: 1st Marine Division (Rein.)
Action Date: September 17, 1950

The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver Star to
Sergeant John M. Malnar (MCSN: 528234), United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous
gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as a Squad Leader of Company G, Third
Battalion, First Marines, FIRST Marine Division (Reinforced), in action against enemy
aggressor forces in Korea, on 17 September 1950. When sudden fire from a well-
entrenched and numerically superior enemy force was directed on his squad and an
adjacent tank-infantry team, Sergeant Malnar, unable to contact the nearby tank crew
because of disrupted communications, climbed upon the tank in full view of the enemy
and loaded its machine gun. Courageously firing on the hostile force, whose fire was then
striking the tank, he succeeded in destroying an enemy machine gun and killing its crew,
constantly encouraged his squad to continue the attack and steadfastly remained exposed
to the intense enemy fire to better his direction of the squad. By his daring initiative,



outstanding leadership and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of heavy odds,
Sergeant Malnar upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.

Silver Star, Vietham War

Service: United States Marine Corps

Rank: Sergeant Major

Battalion: 2d Battalion

Regiment: 4th Marines, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
Action Date: April 30, — May 2, 1968

The President of the United States of America takes pride in presenting a Gold Star in lieu of
a Second Award of the Silver Star (Posthumously) to Sergeant Major John M. Malnar
(MCSN: 528234), United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in
action while serving as Sergeant Major of the Second Battalion, Fourth Marines, Ninth
Marine Amphibious Brigade, in connection with operations against the enemy in the
Republic of Vietnam. On 30 April 1968, Sergeant Major Malnar’s unit made contact with a
well-entrenched, numerically superior North Vietnamese Army force northeast of the Dong
Ha Combat Base near Dai Do and became engaged in a fierce three-day battle. Positioned
with the forward command group, Sergeant Major Malnar repeatedly disregarded his own
safety to monitor the situation and assist the battalion commander. Throughout the
engagement, he directed accurate return fire against the enemy and supervised the
evacuation of the wounded. On several occasions, Sergeant Major Malnar assumed
command when small unit leaders became casualties. On the afternoon of 2 May, when
the command group and other forward elements were counterattacked by an estimated
battalion of North Vietnamese soldiers, he fearlessly engaged the enemy in extremely
close-range fighting, continuously exposing himself to hostile fire to encourage his
companions and direct their actions. While moving to assist the wounded battalion
commander and other casualties to a covered position, Sergeant Major Malnar was
mortally wounded. His heroic actions inspired all who observed him and contributed
immeasurably to the accomplishment of his unit’s mission. By his exceptional courage,
superb leadership, and selfless devotion to duty, Sergeant Major Malnar upheld the highest
traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his
life for his country.

Upon John Malnar’s demise, his K-bar knife was gifted to BGen. William Weise.

BGen. Weise held the K-Bar knife in high esteem and proudly displayed it until his recent
passing.



The Weise family (daughter Carol Olsen) and the Malnar family (nephew David Eker) will be
gathering on Oct. 20, 2025, to transfer the K-bar knife to the Command Post of the Second
Battalion Fourth Marines at Camp Pendleton, CA.

Anyone who wishes to attend is welcome to join. Time TBD




